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Our NSW Branch Head Office located in 
Granville has over the period of many years 
assisted thousands of veterans receive their just 
entitlements for compensation. Hundreds of 
Appeals are lodged each year against unfair claim 
rejections. 

Barry Bannerman, a first intake National 
Serviceman was a vital cog in the Granville team 
which assisted to make this all possible. 

Barry had been a volunteer member of this team 
for approximately twenty years and provided us 
with his experience as a banker to keep the books 
in order and to make sure we had the money 
available for Granvilleõs vital work. 

He had previously been responsible for managing 
our national membership records and had been an 
active member of the New South Wales Branch 
Committee. He was ultimately made a Life 
Member in recognition of his long term 
contribution to the affairs of our Association. 

For many years Barry, along with Bob Gagan, a 
long- time friend and fellow Gunner had been 
under the false impression that a fellow veteran 
had passed away after being seriously wounded in 
action during a mortar attack on the Nui Dat base 
on the 17 August 1966, the day prior to the Battle 
of Long Tan. The man was returned to Australia 
for treatment. Discrete enquiries by Barry and Bob 
resulted in Gunner Norris being located in a 
Sydney institution and had not had a visitor for 
decades. Visits to Norris by these men resulted in 
their learning that Norris had a young daughter. 
Further enquiries by Norrisõs compassionate nurse 
and the Salvation Army resulted in the daughter 
being located. She had been informed at childhood 
that her father had been killed in action in South 

Vietnam. A re-union of father and daughter 
ultimately took place resulting in the pair being 
together once again. A magnificent result to a very 
sad story. 

Barry was a man of integrity and a real gentleman. 
He served in South Vietnam as a Bombardier from 
22 May 1966 to 2 May 1967 with 1 Field 
Regiment. 

Following a long illness Barry passed away on 22 
May 2021.  He is survived by his wife Beverly, 
children Kassandra and David and grand-children 
Kathryn, Indie and Cooper. 

 

REST IN PEACE SOLDIER  

Vale 

Barry Bannerman 
So much invaluable service to his fellow 

veterans 
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My name is Shayne Frew, I'm in my seventies 

and a Vietnam Veteran.  When talking with my 

psychiatrist a couple of years ago it was suggested 

that I get a service dog to help with my PTSD.  I 

rang DVA and was told it would cost over $20,000 

to train a dog but as this was out of my reach they 

suggested another avenue.  That is when I was 

introduced to the mindDog people (Psychiatric 

Assistance Dogs). 

They were wonderful and still are.  They 

told me I could train my own dog and they would 

support me through the process.  All I had to do 

was call Gayl if I needed a trainers' help and it 

would be provided by someone in my area. 

They provided a guide book with goals my 

dog had to achieve each three months.  The 

process took me about 15 months as covid hit in 

the middle, but eventually she was able to be 

assessed for all the goals by a mindDog 

trainer.  During this time I was hospitalised a 

couple of times as well, so that slowed the process 

down. 

Bella is now a fully trained and qualified 

MindDog Assistance service dog.  Bella was 9 

months old when we got her from a rescue shelter 

and started her training when she was about 4 

years old.  She goes everywhere with me/us, to the 

hospital, shopping centres, beach, clubs, 

Bunnings,  everywhere.  Remarkably she knows 

when I am ill and keeps an eye on me always.   

All you need to do is put the time in and 

you will have a perfect companion and 

unconditional love. 

I cannot thank Gayl and her team at 

mindDog enough for all their help and 

kindness.  They are a wonderful organisation that I 

highly recommend.' 

The following information has been 

provided by Gayl O'Grady the head trainer and 

assessor for mindDog. 

 

Gayl OõGrady says: 

It is an Australia wide organisation with hundreds of 

trainers and assessors to support the clients. 

To apply for a concession it is $250 

(homeless are free), which includes vests, ID and 

book, and several visits from your assessor.  If you hire 

a trainer you will need to pay them separately, but at 

the moment the Minister for Mental Health in NSW is 

partnered with mindDog to run a program for two 

years. The government will subsidise 10 sessions with 

one of our trainers. 

After the 12 month training period, you do a 

Public Access Test (PAT).  The cost of this is $200 for 

concession and $0 for homeless.  You will be required 

to do a retest each year for $150.  You get a new ID 

each year and a new vest.  We make sure our dogs are 

up to the best behaviour standard throughout their 

working lives.  You are also required to get your Vet to 

fill out a Health Screen when you get the dogs' 

vaccination each year, to ensure the dog is well 

enough to work another year.  Our priority is for our 

team and the dogs and to ensure they are living the 

best lives possible.  

 

Gayl can guarantee Bella Frew is living her best 

life. 

MindDog recommends getting a 1 to 3 

year old mix breed from a shelter or 

RSPCA.  These are by far the best for psychiatric 

assistance work, not a puppy.  They also have less 

health problems than a purebred. 

Look mindDog up on their website 

www.mindDog.org.au.  They would love to have a 

chat and see if mindDog is the best fit for you.ʭ 

Would a MindDog help you? 

Vietnam Veteransô Stories 

From letters diaries and memories 

http://www.mindDog.org.au


                                 Issue:  August  2021                            3 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 



OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

     4                   Issue:  August  2021 

First in Last Out.   Boris OõBrienõs unique 
experienceééééé..éééééé  page 34 

The Adventures of  Tank 16904  The luck of  
the drawer in Vietnaméé.éééé..   page 40 

From marble to embarkation... Al Woodõs pre 
embarkation confessionsééééé..    page 50 

What does Graham Edwards think of  The 
Long Shadow.  His launch speechéé  page 28 

VALE Soldier Poet Peter Rothwell.  A special 
eulogy by Greg Lockhartééé..........    page 76 

The story of  the families of  Vietnam 
veterans.   Important new bookéé........ page 8 

Would a MindDog help you?...One has 
certainly helped Shayneéééééé..é page 2 

50th Anniversary of  the Battle of  Nui Lé.   
Ask the sig  whatõs going onééééé page 18 

Footy in a war zoneééé. 104 Signals 
Squadron v 106 Field Workshopééé  page 48 

Moves to reduce dangerous backlog. Budget 
provides more staff to attack backlogé.  page 12 

The Royal Commission into defence and 

veteran suicides.  Make a submissioné page 14 

The Vietnam veteran community loses our    
valued colleague, Barry Bannermanéé page 1 

Presidentõs Report.   Whatõs wrong with DVAõs 
family strategyééééééé...éé..  page 11 

Government rejects VVFA recommendation 

for Royal Commissioner ...éééé.. page 16 



                                 Issue:  August  2021                            5 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

What else is 

making news  

4. Headliner News Index 

6. Federation Affiliates list 

7. About us information 

10. About the Authors 

15. The Minefield extract 

32. From the Editors Desk 

39. Letters to the Editor 

47. Membership Request Form 

57. AVCAT Advert 

59. Advert ôMyOwnStoryõ Podcasts 

64. Reunions & Notices 

66. Open Arms advert 

67. Crossword Corner & Unknown Comic 

68. Change of Address Form 

69. Mortality Report Form 

70. Branches / Sub-Branches Listings 

72. Merchandise For Sale 

74. Operation Life Advert 

82 Last Post 

84. Member Discounts 

Regular features 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT        11  

NEW POETS OFFERINGS           26 

AVCAT UPDATE             33 

NSW PRESIDENT REPORT           38 

SCHOLARSHIPS RAFFLE WINNERS    45 

NATL/NSW SECRETARY REPORT       46 

CALLING C COY 4 RAR            58 

TAYLORS ARM RSLSB ôQUILTõ               59 

PSK FINANCES ARTICLE            60 

4 RAR/NZ REUNION 2021            62 

LONG SHADOW BOOK EXTRACT         63 

NATIONAL SERVICE REUNION           75 

And what about 
the families? 

Here is a ómust-readô book 

about the effect of the trauma 

of war on the families of 

Vietnam and other veterans. 

We are privileged to have a 

review of the book by Dr Gail 

MacDonell OAM. Being the wife 

of a Vietnam veteran badly 

effected by PTSD and having 

studied for her PhD on the 

subject, she is specially 

qualified. 

As well Gail has been 

involved in the formation of the 

Partners of Veterans 

Association and the  Australian 

Families of the Military 

Research and Support 

Foundation (page 8).ʭ 
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VIETNAM VETERANSô 
FEDERATION of AUSTRALIA Inc. 

 
Incorporating 
Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and 
Peacemakers 
Association of Australia  (NSW Branch ) Inc. 
Vietnam Veterans Federation Queensland 
Branch Inc. 
Vietnam Veterans & Veterans Federation  
ACT Inc. 
Vietnam Veterans Federation  Victorian 
Branch Inc. 
Vietnam Veterans Federation  South 
Australian Branch Inc. 
Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia  WA 
Branch. 
Vietnam Peacekeepers Peacemakers 
Federation of Tasmania Inc. 
 
Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee: 
National President   William Roberts OAM 
NSW State President Frank Cole 
Qld State President Peter Handy 
ACT State President Ward Gainey 
Vic State President  John Arnold 
SA State president  Mal Thiele 
WA State President Milton Kirk JP 
Tas State President  TBA 
Research Officer  Graham Walker AM 
 
Canberra Research Group 
Research Officer  James Wain OAM 
Research Officer    John Godwin OAM 
Research Officer   Jules  Wills 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE ©  

Copyright of all original material in The Vietnam Veterans Newsletter is held by the author and should 

not be reproduced for profit without the permission of the author. Reproduction for non-profit 

newsletters, military archives or study purposes in proper context is allowable but acknowledgement of 

the author and source should be made. 

We have over forty years' experience assisting with 
claims in all of the Military Compensation schemes, 
by our fully qualified, compassionate, highly skilled, 
Compensation Advocates, Pension and Wellbeing 
Officers. 

We continually strive for the rights of veterans and 
their families, whenever changes to the laws that 
govern and recognise their service threatens to 
diminish just and fair compensation for those that 
are sent to fight Australia's' wars. 

We achieve our aims by continued vigilance of 
government proposals that affect the Acts of 
parliaments protecting veterans rights and 
entitlements. By assuring that DVA uphold and 
enable due process of claims to the letter of those 
laws. By lobbying government and ministers where 
the laws could be improved for the benefit of 
veterans and their families. 

We fully support and faithfully attend the Ex-
Service Organisations Round Table, (ESORT), 
group discussions with the government and DVA. 
As well as maintain a close liaison with other Ex-
service organisations. 

Our successes have been many, and clarified in our 
following pages of News, Current Issues and 
Historical records. Our legacy and continued 
efforts needs to be handed on to the next 
generation of youthful supporters willing to take up 
the challenge as our volunteers become frail and 
unable to take up the vigil. 

We do not charge any fee nor expect recompence 
for any of our services, and rely upon grants, 
donations, gifts and bequests, along with a small 
income from the sale of Raffle tickets and 
merchandise, for paid Advocates, volunteer 
amenities, at our many offices throughout Australia. 

WHAT WE DO 
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Advertise in our 

Newsletter 

Best rates going 

Australian Military 

Associations reunions and 

contact notices, all FREE! 

Corporate Rates: 
(Monochrome, grayscale, black/white only) 

Full Page  $660 

Half Page  $330 

(Prices include GST) 

10% Discount applied to campaigns that run 
consecutively for 3 or more issues. 

Contact the Editor 

always open to negotiation 

editor@vvfagranville.org 

ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION  
For new material, advertising and compliments, 

please Write, phone, or e-mail: 

The Editor, VVFA NEWSLETTER  

C/ - PO Box 170  

GRANVILLE , NSW 2142. 

Ph: 02 9682 1788    Mob: 0421 690 959 

Weekdays before 5pm thanks. 

Email: editor@vvfagranville.org  

For comments about the articles please write to: 

ôThe National Secretaryõ. 

Email: vvfanatsec@vvfa.org.au 

CLOSE-OFF DATE FOR 

DECEMBER 2021 ISSUE 

*****BEFORE***** 

3 NOVEMBER 2021 

50th Anniversary 

The Battle of Nui L® 

2nd Lt Graham David Spinkston 

contemplates a copy of Taste of 

Courage which had prevented an 

enemy AK-47 round from hitting his 

left leg as he led 12 Platoon, D 

Company, 4 RAR/NZ, in a bunker 

contact against 3 Battalion, 33 North 

Vietnamese Army Regiment, on 21 

September 1971. The book is held in 

the collection of the Australian War 

Memorial. (AWM P07256.007) 



OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

     8                   Issue:  August  2021 

The book òWhen He Came homeó gives us insight 

into the strength, resilience, determination and 

love that a person can have for their partners/

spouse. 

These are some of the stories of how 

families coped with the homecoming of 

traumatised veterans. Even though there are 

thousands of stories that could be told, I feel this 

excellent book gives an excellent representation of 

what families of war veterans can go through.  

I felt sad when reading about the families, 

but then I felt angry again. 

What this book demonstrates is that 

nothing much has changed over a long period of 

time.  

Way back as 1998 a government study 

revealed that the suicide rate amongst the children 

of Vietnam veterans was 300% higher than their 

peers in the general community. In 2006 another 

government study revealed that the suicide rate 

amongst those National Servicemen who served in 

Vietnam was substantially higher compared with 

those National Servicemen who remained in 

Australia. 

Despite successive governments claiming 

to care deeply about Australiaõs veterans, the rates 

of veteransõ suicides continue to climb. And so 

does the number of family breakups and the 

number of suicides and suicide attempts by 

partners and children. Government action has 

been surprisingly inept. 

But what the book also demonstrates is 

that the most successful programs and assistance 

to families comes from the grass roots; that is 

programs started by the veterans and their partners 

themselves. This is the bottom up approach rather 

than the top down approach as taken by 

successive governments.   

And the grass roots action must continue 

and should be supported by the government and 

DVA. 

Why is it that grass roots action is so sorely 

needed? 

A very wise friend explained to me recently 

that the department of veteransõ affairs does not 

only have an obligation to the welfare of veterans. 

It also is obliged from time to time to find 

budgetary savings some of which will adversely 

impact veterans. There is also an obligation to the 

government; it must implement government policy 

which may well impact veterans and their families 

adversely. 

So DVA officers can be divided in what 

they see as their duty. 

And they will wonder if their prospects for 

promotion will be better enhanced by identifying 

budgetary cuts rather than by finding ways to 

increase veteransõ welfare. 

One example of this was a DVA senior 

officer in NSW deciding that a saving could be 

made by cancelling limbless veteransõ right to a 

spare prosthetic for use when the original 

prosthetic required maintenance. (This was only 

prevented by the story being leaked to the media). 

So it is important not to trust that DVA 

will always be on the veteransõ side nor to rely 

What about the 

families!!! 

By author and 

journalist 

Dianne 

Dempsey 

 

Australian 

Scholarly 

Publishing, 

2021 

A Must Read 
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entirely on DVA remedying a bad situations. We 

must keep the grass roots programmes going. 

 

As for DVA, there should not be, of course, an 

adversarial attitude when dealing with veterans, as 

there is now in many cases. And, of course, the 

key performance indicators DVA officers should 

strive for should only be the wellbeing of the 

veteran and the family, not money saved.  

And thereõs another important issue where 

DVA bows down to budgetary needs to the 

detriment of veterans and their families. That is 

the under-manning of critical parts of the 

organisation. What frustration this under-manning 

causes. 

And what of DVAõs interaction with the 

veteran community.  

There are many forums supposedly for 

meaningful discussion between the DVA officer 

chair and the veteran members. In the past, these 

forums often seemed to me more designed to 

disseminate DVA views than to seek the wisdom 

of veterans. 

I have even pondered the question as to 

whether these forums were simply designed to 

allow the government and DVA to claim ôwide 

consultationõ without any intention to take 

seriously any suggestions for change by veterans. 

There is another issue. DVA invites 

submissions for research grants but insists on 

owning the results. This is a kind of censorship. 

The rules must change to make the results of all 

such research, public. 

There is too, the issue of ôwhere the funds 

goõ. Perhaps less could be spent on those layers 

and layers of bureaucracy designed to frustrate 

veteransõ claims and more on the frontline services 

that Di Dempseyõs book shows are so urgently 

needed. 

 

I  welcome the Royal Commission into veteran 

suicide; however much could be done in the 

meantime. I sincerely hope that the terms of 

reference for this Royal commission covers all 

aspects, including structural reforms and not just 

what the government wants covered. I also 

sincerely hope that once a Royal commission is 

finished we do not have another enquiry into the 

results of that enquiry. It will be time for action; 

time for change. 

They say that the definition of insanity is 

doing the same thing over and over again and 

expecting different results. Until the structure of 

the departments are changed and the priority is 

geared towards the veterans and not the needs of 

government and the bureaucracy, we will be doing 

the same thing over and over again. That is 

certainly policy madness. 

If successive governments genuinely care 

about the lives of the people who protect our 

country and put their lives on the line cannot see 

the need to change without more and more 

enquiries that just take up more and more time 

and more and more money then we must have 

serious concerns for our future Military People. 

The lives of the veterans and their families 

have a ripple effect through the entire community. 

There are not many people in Australia who have 

not been affected by war at some point in time.  

This book needs to be read by us all 

including politicians and officers of DVA. I thank 

Dianne Dempsey for putting it together and the 

partners/spouses for their contributions. 

 

Dr Gail MacDonell OAMʭ 

Author Dianne 

Dempsey 

To order your copy 

please email, order 

online or telephone. 

Australian Scholarly 

Publishing PTY LTD 

Post to: P.O. Box 299, 

Kew Vic 3101 

https://scholarly.info/

book/when-he-came-

home/  

T: +61 3 9329 6963    

E: 

enquiry@scholarly.info 



OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

     10                   Issue:  August  2021 

In this edition we welcome new author Shayne Frew who tells us about the dog companion that has 

changed his life. 

We welcome another new author, Greg Shannon, who writes on the 50th anniversary of Battle of Nui Le. 

Another new author is Ian Granland who organised a footy game at Nui Dat. 

We welcome, too, one of the leading experts on the effects of the trauma of war on families, Dr Gail 

McDonell, herself the wife of a Vietnam veteran, who reviews an important new book. 

We also have the privilege of the speech written by Vietnam veteran Graham Edwards for his launch of 

The Long Shadow. 

We welcome back popular storyteller Ray (Boris) OõBrien as he tells us about being ôfirst in and last outõ. 

Welcome back too are Graham Munsell and Barry Hodges with another episode of the story of their tank, 

T169041. 

And our prolific storyteller, Al Wood, tells us about what went on before his departure for Vietnam. 

Finally, poems from new poets Graeme Foley and Norm Jones on ANZAC and Vietnam Vets Daysʭ 

Our Readers love 

Vietnam Veteransô Stories 

Gleaned from letters diaries and memories 
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DVA have written a draft strategy about how best 

to consult with families to find out what they need 

and is consulting with ESOs abouts it. 

In other words, DVA is consulting about 

consulting. 

When DVA gets in all the responses, will 

they engage a consultant to consult with them 

about our responses? 

My words may sound cynical. They are not 

meant to be. The DVA draft has much that is 

good in it; even the appointment of someone 

independent to represent families. 

What is missing is this: 

We have known for many years what would 

change the lives of many veteran families for the 

better and what would make clear to them that 

they are appreciated. 

These well known measures are the ôlow 

hanging fruitõ that should be picked before the 

need for more consulting and consulting about 

consulting. 

These are practical measures some of which 

we were campaigning for in the 1990s and earlier. 

These are the practical measures some of 

which were recommended by expensive 

government reviews going back decades. 

These should be implemented now, without 

the need for further consultation. 

After their implementation we can get down 

to a strategy of keeping in touch with families so 

as to keep up with their changing needs. 

What are these well known measures? 

Though the list could be longer, we restrict 

our list to four measures, the need and justification 

for which we believe are incontestable.  

They are: 

1   Award the spouses of TPI and equivalent 

pensioners the Gold Card (or equivalent). 

2   Exclude TPI spousesõ earned income from 

the means-test for the Service Pension. 

3   Assist TPI families to purchase a house. 

4 Make VCES more generous including 

helping with peripheral expenses. 

 

The reasons are well known. 

1   The families of many trauma effected 

veterans suffer as much as the veterans. 

2   Civilian families these days must rely on 

two family incomes to lead a decent life. TPI 

pensioners families should have the same ability. 

3   Buying a house, even in less expensive 

times, has been beyond a young TPI pensioner. 

4   VCES should be more generous for 

veterans. The bare minimum should not be 

enough compensation for children who have 

suffered because of TPI pensionersõ service. 

Contemplating strategies about more consultation 

is all very well, but letõs clear the decks first.ʭ 

Whatôs wrong with DVAôs  

draft Veteran Family Strategy? 

 

(Well, nothing really. Buté) 

NATIONAL PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
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In the May 2021 Federal Budget the government 

provided 447 extra staff to DVA to help reduce 

the outrageous delays in processing veteransõ 

compensation claims. 

The Guardian newspaper, in an article dated 

22 March 2021, reported that the backlog of 

MRCA claims had reached 25,000. 

What does ôbacklogõ mean in practice? 

It means very sick war trauma effected 

veterans being left in a high state of anxiety for an 

excessively long time awaiting a decision that will 

critically effect their lives. 

The Guardian article reported that even 

though legislation targets 90 days for the 

processing for MRCA claims, the average 

processing time was 178 days, or nearly six 

months. The average processing time for MRCA 

permanent impairment claims was 186 days. 

Similarly, department figures showed 514 

MRCA initial liability claims had been on hand 

longer than 12 months, while 32 remained 

unfinalised after 18 months. There were four that 

were incomplete after two years. 

Reports from our State branches in May 

2021 show this Guardian report may be out of 

date, the situation actually being worse. 

As a rule of thumb, VEA (for mainly 

Vietnam veterans) are taking one year to finalise 

while MRCA (for younger veterans) claims are 

often taking two years. 

DVA blames an increase in claims lodged. 

But it is not as though this increase was not 

foreseeable. 

The VVFA, for instance, has been warning 

of a tsunami of claims for some years now. That 

prescience is not particularly clever considering the 

number of deployments many soldiers have 

completed in Iraq and Afghanistan (commonly as 

many as 4 or 5 and some as many as 6 or 7, and a 

few more than that). As well as the number of 

deployments, many soldiers were not given, or did 

not take, the required 12 months in Australia, 

between deployments.  

So the increase in claims, as soon as 

deployments ceased, should have been foreseen by 

DVA and planned for. 

In other words, the current situation is the 

(Continued on page 13) 

Government moves at last to  

reduce backlog of veteransô 

DVA claims  
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˨ ĀÓ ĲëíúĚġ ÿĥÎë ëÀĚ ÌÙÙĀ ĲĖíġġÙĀ ÀĀÓ ĚÀíÓ ÀÌĆĥġ ġëÙ

æÀÎġĆĖĚ íĀæúĥÙĀÎíĀç ġëÙ ëíçë ĖÀġÙ Ćæ ĚĥíÎíÓÙ íĀ ıÙġÙĖÀĀĚˋ íġ

ÿÀĴ ĲÙúú ÌÙ ġëÀġ ġëÙ ÌĖÙÀÓ ÀĀÓ ÌĥġġÙĖ íĚĚĥÙ Ćæ

ĥĀĖÙÀĚĆĀÀÌúÙ ÓÙúÀĴĚ íĀ ÎúÀíÿĚ ēĖĆÎÙĚĚíĀç íĚ ÀĚ íÿēĆĖġÀĀġ À

æÀÎġĆĖ ÀĚ ÀĀĴː ˩

product of very poor DVA management. 

So what are the consequences? 

Much has been said about the most pressing 

problem amongst veterans: veteran suicide. 

And whilst much has been written and said 

about the factors influencing the high rate of 

suicide in veterans, it may well be that the bread 

and butter issue of unreasonable delays in claims 

processing is as important an factor as any.. 

And how long will it take for these 447 new 

DVA staff to be selected, trained and start to 

reduce the processing time for claims? 

We donõt know, but it may well be up to a 

year. 

In the meantime the outrageous delays 

continue.ʭ 
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Fighting the Vietnam War increased the rate of 

suicide amongst Vietnam veterans. 

But our warnings that it would happen to 

the Iraq/Afghanistan generation of veterans were 

dismissed by DVA and government. ôWeõve got 

this coveredõ they claimed. 

This dismissal of our warnings meant 

remedial actions of various kinds were delayed. 

Then, in February 2020 the government 

promised to establish a National Commission 

for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention. 

It was, however, not until August 2020 that 

legislation was introduced into the Federal 

Parliament and an interim Commissioner 

appointed. 

But the legislation was stalled in the Senate. 

A group of veterans and families of veteran suicide 

victims led a strong push to establish a Royal 

Commission. They were backed by Senator Jacqui 

Lambie, the Labor Party and the Greens. 

This group claimed that a Royal 

Commission, rather than a new bureaucracy was 

needed to expose any neglect or flaws in the 

governmentõs response and DVAõs handling of the 

issue. 

But it was not until April 2021 that the 

conflict was resolved with the government 

announcing the establishment of a Royal 

Commission. 

In July 2021 the government appointed 

three Royal Commissioners and terminated the 

appointment of the National Commissioner for 

Defence and Veteransõ Suicide Prevention. 

The National Commissioner will report to 

Parliament before she goes. 

Whilst this process has taken far too long in 

view of the urgent need for action, at last we are 

seeing progress..ʭ 

The Royal Commission into Defence and 

Veteran Suicide 
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It is the best book so far written about 
Australiaõs participation in the Vietnam war. 
Written ten years ago and still selling well. 

 
To get your copy simply ring the NSW 
Branch Granville Office on 02 9682 1788. 
Or order online at: www.vvfagranville.org 

Dr Greg Lockhart  is a Vietnam veteran, 

having served with AATTV. 

He is an eminent historian whose work 

has been widely acknowledged. 

His writing of this excellent book came 

from the VVFAõs concern that it knew very 

little about the Minefield when dealing with 

veterans damaged by their contact with it. 

He is the VVFAõs honorary historian.ʭ 

ôOne ingenious project the Australians 

attempted had an unhappy ending.õ 

 

General William C Westmoreland, commander 

of United States forces during theVietnam War 

from 1964 to 1968 in his book, A Soldier 

Reports, 1976ʭ 

The Minefield 
An Australian tragedy in Vietnam 

Two extracts from the book 

...Brigadier Grevilleñwho had also served as 

the commander of 1ALSG in Vietnamñ

published a history of the RAE. In that work, 

he made a comment that resonated with 

significance for both Korea and Vietnam:  

óminefields that could not be covered 

by observed fire were more 

dangerous to our own troops than to 

the enemyô. 

A good reason why [Brigadier] Grahamõs 

second world war assumptions about mining 

remained unshaken by the lessons of the 

Korean War was that he had not served 

there.ʭ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
https://apjjf.org/data/Brig. Stuart Graham.jpg
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Hon Darren Chester MP 
Minister for Veterans Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel 
PO Box 60 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

RECOMMENDATION FOR JOHN 

SCHUMANN OAM TO BE APPOINTED 

AS A COMMISSIONER ON THE ROYAL 

COMMISSION INTO DEFENCE AND 

VETERAN SUICIDE  

The Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia 
strongly recommends John Schumann OAM be 
appointed a Commissioner on the Royal 
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide. 

John has the trust of veterans and their 
families; he has a deep understanding of the effects 
of the trauma of war; and he has the professional 
background and intellectual capacity that would 
equip him to make a significant and well-informed 
contribution to the Royal Commission. 

You will be aware that in 1983 John 
Schumann wrote recorded and started performing 
the song ôI Was Only 19õ. '19' informed thousands 

(Continued on page 17) 

Government unceremoniously 

rejects our recommendation for 

Royal Commissioner 

The government has chosen the three commissioners for the Royal Commission into 

Defence and Veterans Suicide. 

The VVFA acknowledges the eminence and integrity of those selected. 

The government mandated that the commissioners be neither veterans nor from the 

military. The three selected meet this criterion. 

But it would have been advantageous for one or more of the commissioners to have a 

deep understanding of veterans. 

We sent a recommendation to the Minister to appoint John Schumann OAM as one of 

the commissioners. As it turns out, he is as qualified as are those selected but has the 

additional vital quality of having that deep understanding of the veteran community  

We are therefore very disappointed that the government so unceremoniously rejected 

our recommendation. 

Below is the letter of recommendation we sent the Minister for Veterans Affairs. 
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of individual Vietnam veterans suffering the 
traumatic effects of war that they were not alone, 
freeing them to declare their service and to seek 
help. The song transformed the nation's attitude, 
leading to an outpouring of support for Vietnam 
veterans in the 1987 'Welcome Home Parade'. It is 
fair to say that his song and his work contributed 
significantly to bringing Vietnam veterans home 
finally. 

From 2011 to 2017, John and his band 
participated in five Overseas Forces Entertainment 
tours - East Timor, Afghanistan twice, the 
Solomon Islands and Tanzania. In 2008, the Army 
and John produced a DVD designed to address 
stigma, offer support and raise awareness of 
effects of PTSD for soldiers and their families. It 
involved John interviewing many veterans and 
absorbing many horrific stories. This close 
association with suffering veterans has given John 
a deep understanding of the trauma of war. The 
DVD has helped many Australian Defence Force 
personnel and veterans deal much more honestly 
and effectively with their psychological problems. 

From 2016 John teamed up with Police 
Association of South Australia and the Police 
Federation of Australia to address the same 
problem in the police force. He travelled round 
Australia collecting disturbing stories as he had 
done for the Australian Defence Force. Out of it 
came the remarkable telemovie, 'Dark Blue' and 
another gem of a song, 'Graduation Day'. 

Johnõs continuous association with and 
service to the ADF and veteran communities since 
1983 has secured their trust and that of their 
families, a trust which has not been extended to 
the bureaucracy and government in the wake of 
the Jesse Bird and other suicides and perceived 
malfunctioning of the Repatriation system.  

John Schumannõs career has included public 
service jobs at SES level. He is also well 
acquainted with the conduct of our national affairs 
having served as Principal Private Secretary to the 
Leader of the Australian Democrats when that 
party held the balance of power on the 
crossbenchers of the Senate between 1998 and 
2001. 

He is currently chair of the Maxima Training 
Group, a national NFP Joblink and DES provider 
with 450 FTEs and over 50 offices across 
Australia. 

Johnõs career well equips him for the high-
level tasks required of a Royal Commissioner. It is 
a career, too, that fits John for the vital task of 
communicating with the sometimes frustrated, sad 
and angry elements of the veteran community. 

We strongly commend John Schumann 
OAM as an ideal candidate for a Commissioner on 
the Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran 
Suicide. 
 
William (Bill) Roberts OAM JP 
National Presidentʭ 

Veteran and Defence suicide royal 

commissioners announced 

The inquiry will be led by Mr Nick Kaldas APM, former Deputy 

Commissioner of the New South Wales Police Force  

Mr Kaldas will be supported by: 
The Hon James Douglas QC, an esteemed former Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Queensland and respected member of the 
legal community, and 
Dr Peggy Brown AO, a consultant psychiatrist and national 

leader in mental health policy with extensive experience in 

health and mental health service planning, governance and 

administration 
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I t is fair to say that most battalions of the Royal 

Australian Regiment that served in Vietnam had 

one operation or battle that for various reasons 

became indelibly stamped on everyoneõs memory.  

Some operations became enshrined in Australiaõs 

military history and have been commemorated as 

battle honours on the Regimentõs colours ever 

since.  To name but three, for 6RAR it is Long 

Tan; for 1RAR and 3 RAR, it is Coral and 

Balmoral and for 5RAR, it is Binh Ba; all names 

which add lustre to the Regimentõs already proud 

fighting record. 

But although most battles were neither 

widely known nor proudly quoted, they are 

nonetheless significant to those who fought in 

them.  For the soldiers of 4RAR/NZ (ANZAC) 

Battalion, in 1971, it was Operation Ivanhoe, and 

the Battle of Nui Lé, particularly the events of 21 

September, that became the focal point of the 

battalionõs second tour; 50 years ago, this year, and 

the last major battle fought by Australian and New 

Zealand troops in the Vietnam War. I was the 

battalion signals officer at that time. 

At the outset, it is important to place on 

record the misgivings held by our commanding 

officer, the late Major General (at the time 

LTCOL) Jim Hughes, AO, DSO, MC, over many 

years and particularly in the months prior to his 

untimely death in August 2016. He was of the 

view there were many in the Australian military 

community that thought 4 RAR, on its second 

tour, had very little to do. The battalions that went 

before us had done it all. We were just there for a 

bit of a ôjollyõ! Those of us, however, on the 

second tour know that this was very far from 

reality. The battalion was heavily committed 

continuously for the whole period of the 

shortened tour in 1971 and very much made a 

mark and upheld in every way the reputation of 

the Australian fighting soldier and the traditions of 

The Royal Australian Regiment. I would submit 

that the Battle of Nui Lé ranks up there with other 

maybe better-known battles involving Australian 

soldiers in the Vietnam War.  

Another matter that played on his mind 

for many years, from an operational perspective, 

was the absence of the Centurion battle tanks at 

the time of the battle. It took him many years to 

identify the person who had made the premature 

and ill-informed decision to withdraw the tanks 

from the order of battle in July 1971 for all the 

wrong reasons. There is no doubt that they would 

have made a significant difference had they been 

(Continued on page 19) 

50th Anniversary 
The story of the Battle of Nui L® 

(told by 4RAR Signals Officer, Greg 

Shannon) 
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available rather than being on the high seas 

enroute back to Australia. 

It is also useful to put Operation Ivanhoe 

into some strategic context. Exactly a month prior 

to the day that the operation commenced, on 18 

August 1971, the then Prime Minister of Australia, 

William McMahon announced in parliament òthat 

the combat role which Australia took up over 6 

years previously is soon to be completed.ó 

Further, he announced òmost of the combat 

elements will be home in Australia by 

Christmas 1971.ó This news was received with 

some excitement by our troops and was reported 

variously in the Australian media. Although 

reports to the effect that there were no Australian 

troops still actively engaged in combat were 

viewed a tad incredulously. It certainly was not the 

case and as events unfolded the battle drew direct 

political intervention when the same Prime 

Minister passed a message to the Commander 

AFV, General Don Dunstan òexpressing 

concern about incurring further casualties at 

such a sensitive time!ó This was actually during 

the battle when the battalion was fully committed. 

Fortunately, the task force commander Brigadier 

(later Major General) Bruce McDonald had the 

foresight not to pass on this snippet to the CO.  In 

politics, some things never change! 

 

In early September 1971, ôpeople-snifferõ missions 

flown to the east of Nui Lé and Nui Sao, the two 

largest features in the northeast of Phuóc Tuy 

Province, indicated the presence of an unidentified 

enemy force. (ôPeople-sniffersõ were helicopter 

mounted personnel detectors that measured the 

effluents unique to humans.) Intelligence 

assessments were strongly of the opinion that 

these missions revealed enemy elements that were 

probably our òold friendsó the 33 North 

Vietnamese Army (NVA) Regiment; specifically, 

their regimental headquarters, and the 2nd and 3rd 

battalions. Their total strength was around 800 all 

ranks.   It was assessed that they were probably 

back in the province to establish a base there for 

operations against the northern villages and 

outposts along Route 2. 

So, Operation Ivanhoe was mounted to 

find and confront 33 NVA Regiment; specifically, 

4 RARõs mission was to ôredeploy east of Route 2 

and locate 33 NVA Regimentõ. 

The COõs concept of operations was to 

deploy three rifle companies into the north of the 

Area of Operations (ôAOõ) between the suspected 

locations of the 33rd and their probable sanctuaries 

in Long Khanh Province to the north of Phuóc 

Tuy province.  The companies would then search 

from north to south.  Support Company would be 

deployed in block and ambush positions north of 

the searching companies in the Courtenay Rubber 

Plantation.  3 RAR would be operating to their 

northeast.  Meanwhile 1 Troop A Squadron, 3 Cav 

Regt, again under operational control of the 

battalion, was to maintain a presence west of 

Route 2 and north of the province border in Long 

Khanh Province and would ambush in those areas 

by night. 

This meant that the enemy would either 

have to fight their way north through the rifle 

companies to escape into Long Khanh or 

alternatively go south to evade the companies 

before turning north and heading for the border.  

In either case, if the enemy got clear of the rifle 

companies, they would still have to fight their way 

through Support Company, 1 Troop and the 3 

RAR blocking positions before gaining the 

sanctuary of Long Khanh.  It was a simple plan 

and would put maximum pressure on the enemy 

while leaving the CO ample opportunity to 

redeploy Support Company and 1 Troop if 

necessary.  

Although the operation was scheduled to 

begin at midnight on 18-19 September, there 

would be of necessity some coming and going 

within the AO for the first two days.  Victor 

Company (our Kiwi brothers!) was back in Nui 

Dat as Task Force Ready Reaction Force and 

would not be released back to the Battalion until 

22 September.  C Company would be taken to Nui 

Dat for R & C (rest and convalescence) leave at 

(Continued on page 20) 
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1600hr on 19 September and would not be 

available again until 24 September.  And B 

Company was to be redeployed from Nui Dat into 

their AO four kilometres southwest of D 

Company but not until 1000hr on 20 September. 

D Company, however, which had been in the AO 

at the end of Operation North Ward, would begin 

their search at 0800hr on 19 September. The 

battalion headquarters was located on Courtenay 

Hill, on Route 2 at the northern most part of 

Phuóc Tuy Province. 

In practical terms this meant that the CO 

only had D Company clear of any other 

commitments in the AO. Consequently, Brigadier 

McDonald placed D Company 3RAR under 

operational control of 4 RAR from 1000hr on 19 

September, and they were inserted into their AO 

just east of the Courtenay Rubber Plantation. 

The operation, however, began tragically. 

Due to some confusion over two radio messages 

from Battalion Headquarters (BHQ), D company 

propped twice to decode the messages and, shortly 

after they set off again two of the D company 

platoons engaged each other. Sadly, a 

reinforcement, Private Maxwell Rhodes, who had 

only just joined the company, (a national 

serviceman who had deferred his national service 

obligation to complete a university degree), was 

accidently shot, and killed. The messages, 

however, which precipitated this dreadful accident, 

were very relevant. Intelligence reports indicated 

that D company was within 500 metres of either 

one or two enemy radio sets. The Officer 

Commanding (OC) D company, Major Jerry 

Taylor, applied a worst-case analysis and 

interpreted this as potentially two enemy battalions 

given that radios sets were rare below battalion 

level. As a result, he decided to keep the company 

more concentrated than usual.  

There were no other incidents that day, 

although earlier in the morning, the 626 Regional 

Forces Company outpost on Route 2 received an 

attack by fire from a 75-millimetre Recoilless Rifle 

and 82-millimetre mortar rounds. 33rd NVA 

Regiment held both these types of weapons. 

Tracks from the firing points led to the east 

towards the Nui Sao, which was south-east of Nui 

Lé.  

Early on the following day, 20 September, 

4 APCs from 1 Troop 3 Cav Regt were ambushed 

along Route 2 between the village of Xa Bang and 

the RF company outpost by approximately 20 

enemy employing rocket-propelled grenades 

(RPGs) and small arms fire. A swift counterattack 

resulted in one enemy soldier being killed. He 

carried no identification but was well armed. The 

ambush position was around 150 metres long and 

set 250 to 300 metres back from the road. Sign 

indicated that weapon pits and sleeping bays found 

had been occupied during the night. 

A POW, captured by 3 Cavalry Brigade 

(US) in November 1971, who had been an 

assistant platoon commander with C9 company of 

the 3rd Battalion, 33 NVA Regt revealed to 

interrogators that the original plan had been to 

lure 1st Australian Task Force units into a prepared 

ambush, east of Route 2. (This also gave some 

credibility to the rumour that the NVA regiment 

had deployed back into Phuóc Tuy Province to 

give the Australians a ôbloody noseõ before we 

went home!) 

The attack on the regional force outpost 

on 19 September and the ambush of the APCs the 

following day in the same area were the ôbaitõ in an 

attempt to lure an infantry/armoured reaction 

force east from the area along a logging track 

(ambushed by the 3rd Battalion) and into a bunker 

complex further to the northeast near Nui Sao, 

where the 2nd Battalion and the RHQ occupied 

defences in depth. 

At around 1330hr, on the 20 September, 

Gary McKayõs 11 Platoon engaged a fifteen-man 

enemy group about a kilometre northwest of Nui 

Sao. 11 Platoon opened fire; killing one enemy 

soldier instantly.  The enemy deployed speedily 

and returned rapid fire but were apparently 

ordered to withdraw by their commander. Artillery 

was fired onto their withdrawal route, and a Pink 

Team, (consisting of a light observation helicopter 

(Continued on page 21) 
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(or òLoachó) and one or two Cobra gunships) 

assisted. The Cobra gunship was employed to 

pursue them and opened fire, but without 

discernible results.  Shortly after, 10 Platoon had a 

brief firefight with, probably, the same group as it 

withdrew, but there were no casualties on either 

side. (The rather beguiling name ôPink Teamõ belies 

somewhat the actual role of these US units. They were 

better described as ôhunter killerõ teams. The Loach, a 

Hughes OH-6 Cayuse, would fly at tree top level trying 

to tempt the enemy into firing at them and when they did 

the Loach would mark a target and a Cobra Gunship 

would roll in and attack the enemy. They were a very 

formidable weapon platform.) 

When 11 Platoon searched the contact 

area, they located one enemy KIA and an AK47, a 

pack and two Chicom (Chinese Communist) 

grenades. A follow-up failed to locate any more 

enemy and the platoon formed a night defensive 

position (NDP) in the area.  A second enemy KIA 

was located the next day.  It was noted at the time 

of the contact that the enemy were wearing dark 

olive-green uniforms and navigating with maps 

and compasses.  This was unusual and further 

confirmed that we were up against NVA soldiers, 

the 33rd NVA regiment. 

There was an uneasy feeling throughout 

the battalion on 19 and 20 September 1971! 

On the morning of 21 September, 12 

platoon located a separate branch of the track 

from the previous day and suddenly they were 

engaged by RPGs and small arms fire. During the 

action 12 platoon lost one soldier, Pte Jimmy 

Duff, when an RPG exploded on the tree that he 

was using as cover. Four other members of the 

platoon were wounded, including the platoon 

commander, Graham Spinkston. 12 platoon had 

come up against what was later established to be 

the western most bunker system of a four system 

complex, large enough (with 24 completed 

bunkers with 15 prepared bunker sites) to 

accommodate the 2nd battalion, 33rd NVA Regt. 

(Spinkston was actually hit by two bullets, one in his leg 

(Continued on page 22) 
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and the second was stopped by a thick paperback novel, 

òThe Taste of Courageó, in one of his basic pouches! The 

book is now on display at the Australian War Memorial.) 

At the same time 11 platoon was attacked 

by a large enemy force from another part of the 

same bunker system. But with support from both 

US and Australian gunships, and hard bombs and 

napalm from US Phantom jets, 11 and 12 platoons 

were able to break contact and re-join the 

company. For the next 3 hours the enemy position 

was pounded with repeated air and artillery strikes. 

Over 2000 artillery rounds from 104 Battery 

pounded the position. It was quite a spectacle to 

watch from the safety of Courtenay Hill. 

Meanwhile B company, having been 

inserted by APCs on the morning of the 20th, was 

generally moving east and south, dispersed as 

single platoons. They had a few minor contacts 

and saw sign that indicated somewhat larger 

enemy parties. Then at 1130 hr OC 6 platoon, 2LT 

Dan McDaniel, reported the discovery of a 

telephone wire and had begun to follow it. As they 

were proceeding, two enemy approached from the 

northeast and were engaged. One was killed and 

the other withdrew northeast. The enemy 

appeared to have been checking the wire. 

A few minutes later, LT Simon Willisõs 5 

platoon reported that they had found fresh foot 

tracks heading east and south, about 1500 metres 

northeast of 6 platoon. B company was now 

moving carefully because they could hear D 

companyõs battle off to the northeast, and they had 

been listening to progress of the battle over the 

battalion command net. Now their own platoons 

were making contact and finding sign, and at 

1130hr, following searches of enemy bodies and 

their equipment, Major Bob Hogarth was able to 

confirm to the battalion command post (CP) back 

on Courtenay Hill that his company was in contact 

with NVA troops. Although no unit identification 

was possible, the enemy could only be the 33rd 

NVA regiment. 

2LT McDanielõs platoon continued to 

follow the telephone wire that had been 

discovered during their previous contact, and saw 

(Continued on page 23) 

1    6 platoon, following a tele-

phone cable, engaged by sentries, 

killing one. 

2    6 platoon continues following 

the cable and contacts one more 

enemy soldier. 

3    6 platoon recon group en-

gaged by enemy and receives 

60mm mortar fire wounding 15 

men including the platoon com-

mander 2LT McDaniel. 

4    4 platoon, LT Ballantyne des-

patched to assist 6 platoon con-

tacted several small groups of 

enemy. 

 

+ = Winch Point. 
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an enemy soldier rolling it up. When they engaged 

him, he cut the wire and withdrew east. 6 platoon 

continued to follow the track made by the enemy 

and at 1600hr commenced a recce for their night 

location. The recce party then observed enemy to 

their east, southeast and north. They engaged them 

and started to withdraw only to be engaged by SA 

fire and a 60mm mortar north of their position. 6 

platoon sustained considerable casualties from the 

mortar roundsõ shrapnel, about half the platoon 15 

in total, (including 2LT McDaniel, the platoon 

commander!). 4 platoon (LT Ian Ballantyne) was 

sent to their assistance to endeavour to hit the 

enemy from the north. (McDaniel had assisted with the 

evacuation of his casualties and did not know he had been 

wounded; it was only during the night that what he thought 

was his back sweating turned out to be next morning, when 

he could see, blood from shrapnel wounds. He was evacuated 

a short time later to the field hospital at Vung Tau.) 

The battalion was now heavily committed 

in two locations four kilometres apart! 

 

Back at D company, around 1500 hours 

the company commander Major Jerry Taylor, 

having formulated a plan for a company attack, 

ordered the company to shake out into attack 

formation. 12 platoon on the left, company 

headquarters (CHQ) centre rear, 11 platoon right 

flank. 10 platoon was to remain at what was 

known as the ôWinch Pointõ, providing a firm base 

and reserve. Around this time too, just as the 

company attack was commencing, there were 

reports from pilots that the enemy appeared to be 

withdrawing in large numbers. 

However, within minutes of the move 

forward, the company came under withering fire 

from skilfully sighted and mutually supporting 

bunkers into camouflaged fire lanes. Delta 

company, all 90 of them, had encountered the 2nd 

battalion of 33 NVA Regiment ð all 300 of them!!! 
Two of 11 platoonõs machine gun teams were hit 

with a tempest of automatic fire. The two machine 

gunners were caught in fire lanes, Private Keith 

Kingston-Powell was killed instantly and Private 

Ralph Niblett on the other gun was mortally 
(Continued on page 24) 

1    11 platoon and 12 platoon following track system.  

2    12 platoon recon group engaged Pte Duff killed by 

an RPG round: several wounded including platoon 

commander, 2LT Spinkston. 

3    D company concentrates at Winch Point on order 

of Major Taylor. 

4    D company advances in assault formation. 

5    11 platoon receives intense fire form the front and 

flanks and takes heavy casualties. 

6    Company withdraws to the winch point secured by 

10 platoon. 

7    D company moves 400 metres south and consoli-

dates into a defensive position. 

8    Enemy follows up on the company. 

9    The company has inadvertently deployed against 

another bunker system. 
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wounded and died a short time later. As the 

number twos on the guns, Privates Brian Beilken 

and Rod Sprigg, went forward to take over from 

their shot mates, they too were caught in the fire 

lanes and were both killed instantly. After about 

three hours of fighting, the company just couldnõt 

breach the system and light was fading. The 

company was ordered to pull back, leaving their 

packs and their dead mates behind, to a night 

defensive position (NDP) secured by 10 platoon. 

But the NVA was not finished and swarmed out 

of the bunkers and launched a counterattack. The 

two platoons commenced fire and movement 

rearwards to break contact. The enemy just kept 

coming. Each platoon continued withdrawing in 

heavy contact. Meanwhile, 10 platoon was moving 

to secure the Winch Point and they were engaged 

by what was discovered later to be the regimental 

headquarters of the 33rd and the 3rd battalion in 

another bunker complex. This complex also had 

sniper posts high up in the jungle canopy. 

The company was virtually surrounded and 

jammed up against this further bunker system. 11 

and 12 platoons managed to fight back to 10 

platoon and CHQ and the company formed a sort 

of all-round defence measuring only about 35 

metres across. The 2nd battalion continued its 

assault in waves of troops. The regimental HQ and 

3rd battalion were pouring fire into the position 

from above.  

The company was fast running out of 

ammunition and had little protection. There was 

every chance they were about to be overrun. 

Because of the proximity of the enemy the 

company could not use close air support, so Jerry 

Taylor made the decision to call for ôdanger closeõ 

artillery fire. And the gunners of 104 Battery made 

the difference, but the noise from the artillery 

bombardment, combined with the small arms fire 

was deafening. So much so that Jerry couldnõt talk 

to his artillery forward observer, Lieutenant Greg 

Gilbert who was no more than 10 metres away. 

Without comms ð no guns! No guns and there was 

a fair chance that the company would be overrun!! 

I was sent airborne in the COõs Kiowa helicopter 

and managed to set the chopperõs two FM radios 

onto automatic retransmission mode so the OC 

could talk to the forward observer (FO), and the 

FO could talk to the guns. (The helicopter pilot, 2LT 

John Sonneveld flew for 11 hours non-stop that day, save 

for refuelling and comfort breaks. He was subsequently 

awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). I have 

reflected over the intervening years how lucky we were that 

the enemy did not or could not engage the helicopter with 

their 12.7 mm anti-aircraft machine guns!) 

Amazingly, as he couldnõt turn on a torch 

to see his map, forward observer Gilbert relied on 

his memory of grid references and estimations of 

the distances they had travelled to adjust the fire. 

Every time the radio crackled, the enemy directed 

fire into Coy HQ putting the FO and therefore the 

whole company in danger. The last Australian 

casualty that night was the 11-platoon commander, 

2LT Gary McKay who was severely wounded.  

McKay was dragged back into CHQ and with the 

Regimental Medical Officer (RMO), CAPT Paul 

Trevillian in Nui Dat relaying treatment 

instructions over the radio to company medic Cpl 

Mick OõSullivan; McKayõs life was saved. Once 

again CHQ came under fire during these radio 

transmissions. (Mick OõSullivan, who had been 

previously awarded the Military Medal for dedicated and 

professional service under fire, continued applying his 

professional skills. Gary McKay survived and was awarded 

the Military Cross.) 

The enemy attack went on till nearly 

midnight, and then suddenly they started to 

withdraw, and as it turned out, taking most of their 

dead and their wounded away with them. The next 

morning, the enemy had gone. They had worked 

frantically throughout the hours of darkness to 

evacuate their casualties and withdraw through our 

blocking forces along prepared tracks which were 

subsequently located by elements of the battalion 

searching the bunker area near the Nui Sao. 

The construction of a bunker complex 

near Nui Sao, the cutting of good tracks to 

facilitate rapid redeployment of NVA units in the 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Route 2/Nui Sao area and the detailed planning 

that was involved in the attempted ambush of an 

Australian force, indicated that 33 NVA Regt 

intended to establish a base for future operations 

in that area of Phuóc Tuy province. The final 

paragraph of the Ivanhoe after action report 

says: òThere is no doubt that the quick 

retaliatory reaction by the APCs of 1 Troop 

when ambushed on 20 September and the 

aggressive action of B and D companies, with 

plentiful close air and artillery support on 21 

September 1971, (during this last major battle 

fought by Australian troops), were responsible 

for forcing the NVA to abandon their efforts 

(which had been considerable) to harass the 

District, and to return to more secure 

surroundings north of the Phuóc Tuy Province 

boundaryó. 

There is also little doubt that, had it not 

been for fire support from 104 Battery and Greg 

Gilbertõs skills in calculating his position without 

being able to consult his map, and his subsequent 

corrections which kept the fire moving about the 

perimeter; and the splendid commitment of the 

artillerymen at the gun positions, D Company 

might well have come under a coordinated attack 

on the night of 21 September.  One can only 

speculate what the outcome of that attack might 

have been. It was a very near thing. 

The cost was high; 5 Australian killed in 

action (KIA) and 30 wounded in action (WIA). 14 

enemy bodies were recovered. Many more, as was 

NVA practice, were taken from the battlefield.  

(There is an interesting and ironic twist to this 

story. Many readers will recall, or have read of, the exploits 

of the US 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment at the 

Battle of Ia Drang in the central highlands of South 

Vietnam that took place on November 14ð15, 1965 at 

Landing Zone (LZ) X-Ray. The battle was regarded as 

the first major battle of the Vietnam War. Details of 

battle were recounted by the CO at the time, LTCOL 

(later LTGEN) Hal Moore in his book on the battle, 

òWe Were Soldiers Onceé and Youngó. The battle was 

portrayed in the 2002 movie, ôWe Were Soldiersõ, starring 

Mel Gibson. Who was the enemy at the Battle of Ia 

Drang? None other than the 33rd NVA Regiment!)  

Déjà vu!! 

In preparing this account of the Battle of 

Nui Lei on 21 September 1971, I must 

acknowledge these are not solely my words but 

rather they are an amalgam derived from four 

particular written works. First, from the incisive 

book, ôLast Outõ written by Jerry Taylor, who was 

awarded the Military Cross for his leadership 

during the tour; the book of the tour, ôThe 

Fighting Fourthõ, which showcased the battalionõs 

efforts in 1971, prepared and edited by Bob Sayce, 

CSC, the battalionõs Intelligence Officer and Mike 

OõNeill, the battalionõs transport officer; Gary 

McKayõs ôIn Good Companyõ, and Warren 

Dowell, the D company support section 

commander at the Battle of Nui Le, who gave a 

wonderful personal account of the battle at a 

commemorative ceremony and unveiling of a 

plaque in memory of Bob Hann, CQMS D 

company in 1971, at the Bribie Island RSL on 21 

September 2016. Without their words, I would not 

have been able to put this together.  

The maps are courtesy of LTCOL (Retõd) 

Fred Fairheadõs book ôA Duty Doneõ (2nd Edition), 

ôA summary of operations by the Royal Australian 

Regiment in the Vietnam War 1965-1972õ. 

DUTY FIRST! 

 

Postscript: 

Sadly, Jerry Taylor passed away suddenly on 

Saturday, 18 November 2017. 

On 06 February 2018, Lieutenant Colonel Gregory 

Vivian Gilbert (Retõd) was awarded a belated 

Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) in recognition 

of his skills and courage during the battle. At the 

time his superiors opined that he was just doing 

his job! 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Greg Shannon OAM (retõd). 



OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

     26                   Issue:  August  2021 

 Itõs that time again, 

when, 

the creaking sounds of joints, 

reminds me of ammo-laden webbing, 

tropical wetness, 

jungles of translucent green, 

of prickly heat, 

and malarial madness; 

but also of that strange connectivity, 

when loyalty and concerns for others, 

links people, 

to times and mates that forever last. 

  

 times when recoiling mechanisms, 

of unseen weapons, 

pushed deadly consignments, 

to end a life, 

and induced a soldierõs mind to thoughts 

about human vulnerability, 

and the wrecking nature of warring strife. 

 

  

times where thoughts of distant families, 

missing loved ones, 

induce tears of recurring remorse, 

which, hopefully, will one day be dried, 

by the contented gurgling, 

and frivolity of new young lives, 

everywhere, 

untainted! 

 

Graeme Foley 

 
Vietnam Veterans 
Day 18 August 

Image of a Dead Man painted by Ray Beattie 

 
COMMEMORATION DAY 
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I stood outside my lonely door 

Not a soul or car in sight 

But I held the flag up high 

And watched the day come to light. 

I thought about that year of war 

And my mates who shared that strife, 

Of the demons that steal my mind at night 

Calmed by the loving support of my wife. 

I recall how strong and proud I was 

To answer my countryõs call 

As were others of that age 

Though many have now gone to deathõs great 

hall. 

My candle flickers in the wind 

My thoughts beget a sigh 

With all the mental pain Iõve had 

Is it better that I die? 

My little dog nudges with his paw 

And looks at me with loving eyes 

Perhaps heõs telling me 

Like in that war of years gone by 

I should fight to stay alive. 

But the darkness and anger never go 

The battlefield now is in my head. 

I am but one but I know there are many 

The only one who understood was Kenny 

He is now gone, but I fight on. 

 The night will come, the setting sun 

Another battle to be won 

 

 

Norm Jones 

110 Signal Squadron Vietnam 

1969/70 

The Last Anzac 

Day? 
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Much has been written, spoken, debated and 

argued about the rights or wrongs of Australiaõs 

involvement in the war in Vietnam. 

Much was argued too about the practice of 

conscripting young men and sending them off to 

fight in a foreign war which many considered was 

none of Australiaõs business. 

 I have my own strong views about that war. 

Views gathered from my own involvement and 

views that are much more defined in retrospect 

than they were at the time of my deployment with 

7 RAR in 1970. 

Regardless of those rights or wrongs the 

facts are that young Australian men were sent to 

serve our nation in Vietnam. 

National Servicemen, conscripts and 

regulars together, served with great courage, 

determination, pride and professionalism. They 

formed an enduring bond known only to those 

who have faced adversity together. 

In Vietnam we were together in the greatest 

tradition of Australian mateship. 

But when we came home we came home to 

a nation divided.  

Certainly we returned to the warm embrace 

of family and loved ones.   

But outside of those close ties we were 

largely met with apathy, distain, the cold shoulder 

of indifference and in some cases hostility. 

Large numbers of veterans put a lid on their 

emotions adopting the view that if you werenõt 

there you wouldnõt understand. 

Over time these deeply buried emotions 

manifest themselves in many ways. For some they 

What does Graham Edwards think of  

The Long Shadow? 

(Grahamôs book-launch speech) 

Graham Edwards (Hon Graham Edwards AM) 

lost both legs in a mine incident in Vietnam.  

After rehabilitation, he worked as receptionist 

at a Vietnam Veterans Counselling Centre. 

He became a Minister in the Western 

Australian State Government and, later, was 

elected as the Member for Cowan to the 

Federal Parliament. 

In 2010 Graham was appointed to the 

Council of the Australian War Memorial. 

In 2012, he was elected the Western 

Australian State President when the Returned 

Services League there was in crisis.  

In 2016 he was Western Australian Senior 

Australian of the Year for his support for 

veterans. 

And so very much moreé 

Above all, he has always been 

passionate in his support of veterans. 

Graham Edwardsô  

book-launch speech 
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exploded in anger, violence, alcohol abuse, 

withdrawal or depression. 

Others sadly took their own lives. 

As an office employee of the Vietnam 

Veterans Counselling Service in Perth,  I saw 

veterans daily as they presented looking for 

assistance, advice, understanding or simply a kind 

supportive word. 

I saw in these veterans the same emotions I 

often experienced myself.   

I saw too the devastation to many families 

and I wondered at the common cause. 

I also came to the conclusion I was more 

fortunate than most. 

My wounds were visible, recognisable, 

accepted, treated and understood. 

I saw the devastation and impact of war 

caused mental health disorders on individuals and 

families and it became evident that not all the 

wounds of war are visible. 

So that leads me into the introduction of Peter 

Yuleõs incredible and historic work. 

An authoritative work that has focused on 

these troubled times and a work that has been 

crafted with compassion, care, consideration, 

eloquence and above all, Understanding. 

Indeed the inside cover of his authoritative 

book The Long Shadow says this: 

Quote: 

óThe medical and psychological legacies 

of the Vietnam War are major and 

continuing issues for veterans, their 

families and the community, yet the 

facts about the impact of Agent Orange, 

post traumatic stress disorder and other 

long term aspects are little understood.  

The Long Shadow sets the record 

straight about the health of Vietnam 

veterans and reveals a more detailed 

and complete picture.ô 

Setting the record straight has been 

something many Vietnam veterans have long 

campaigned for. 

Crucially, Peter has based much of his 

analytical work through the direct experiences of 

dozens of veterans whose war time experiences 

were accepted as credible, authentic and treated 

with respect and genuine interest. 

But Peter is also coldly precise and forensic 

in his examination of the Royal Commission 

which favoured Monsanto and their bevy of highly 

paid Clayton Utz lawyers against the under 

resourced volunteers of the VVAA and their 

understaffed team who were so unjustly treated by 

council assisting the Royal Commission. . 

While the Royal Commission castigated 

DVA for their adversarial approach to veteransõ 

claims, the result of the Royal Commission was 

that Agent Orange was innocent. 
(Continued on page 30) 

Graham 

Edwards 

Assault 

Pioneer 

Platoon 

7RAR on its 

second tour 

of duty in 

Vietnam. 

Graham 

Edwards 

more recently 
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However if Peter is forensic in his exposing 

the bias of the Royal Commission, he is even 

more clinical as he tears asunder and rips to 

shreds the section by FB Smith in Volume 3 of 

the Official History of the Vietnam War 

published in 1994.  

But before I go further into that I would like 

to recount the reason that Peterõs work was 

commissioned in the first place.  I spoke to 

Graham Walker, a man I much admire and a man 

with great standing with the veteran community 

for his determined years of advocacy.  Graham 

reminded me of these points:   quote. 

óThere is a story too about why this book 

was written.  

In the late 1970s the Vietnam veteran 

movement began a campaign for a Royal 

Commission into the effects of their 

exposure to herbicides (including Agent 

Orange) and insecticides whilst on war 

service in Vietnam.  

In 1983, the Royal Commission was 

established.  

The Royal Commission made findings 

under two separate standards of proof; 

one at the civil court standard of proof, 

the other under Repatriation law which 

requires giving veterans the benefit of 

the doubt.  

At civil court standard the verdict was 

óAgent Orange ï Not Guiltyô.  

Under Repatriation law, however, the 

Royal Commission found two categories 

of cancer could be linked with chemical 

exposure.  

In 1994, Volume 3 of the Official History 

was published. It included a section on 

the Agent Orange controversy.   

The author, academic FB Smith, in a 

shocking flawed account, claimed the 

veterans had no case and that they were 

motivated by greed.  

Smithôs claim that the veterans had no 

case was obviously wrong. 

His claim that the veterans were 

motivated by greed was ludicrous. If he 

had bothered to interview any of them 

he would have realised that they were, 

in the best ANZAC tradition, fighting for 

a fair treatment of their brothers in 

arms.  

In amongst many other flaws, FB 

Smithôs failed to mention that the Royal 

Commission castigated the Department 

of Veterans Affairs for purposely finding 

ways round obeying Repatriation law.  

Outraged by this shockingly wrong 

account, the veterans began a campaign 

for the Official  History to be rewritten.ô 

It was during this time that I was appointed 

and served six years on the Council and was able 

to give support to that campaign. 

It needs to be said that without the enduring 

efforts of the Vietnam Veterans Federation, Tim 

McCombe, since sadly passed away, and Graham 

Walker, this work by Peter Yule would never have 

been commissioned  

Indeed, it was not until the appointment of 

Brendan Nelson as Director of the Australian War 

Memorial that the arguments were finally accepted, 

and this work commissioned. 

And here we are today. 

Historian Dr Peter Yule  
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Peter, I believe through The Long Shadow, 

you have delivered healing and vindication to the 

Vietnam Veteran community, their families and in 

particular to some of our early Vietnam veteran 

leaders and advocates. 

You recognise the incredible work of the 

late Tim McCombe in tenaciously pursuing 

veteransõ claims and winning ultimate success.  

I wish Tim was here today and I am sure if 

he was, he would be effusive in his praise for your 

work. 

Most importantly too I believe you have 

reinstated honour and integrity to a former friend, 

mentor, and champion of the cause of Vietnam 

veterans, the late Phil Thomson. 

Phil was unfairly targeted, denigrated and 

maligned in Smithõs volume. 

I quote from The Long Shadow: 

ôSome of the personal attacks Smith made 

were irrelevant and out of place in an official 

history. Even more serious is the allegation 

that Smith made about Phil Thompson.  

Phil served two tours, was wounded at Coral 

and discharged after being diagnosed with 

cancer. 

Smith made no mention of Thompsonõs war 

service or the fact that he was later awarded 

an OAM in recognition for his work for 

veterans but gratuitously claimed that he was 

ôreceiving irregularly augmented repatriation 

benefitsõ 

It is almost unbelievable that an official 

history could denigrate a veteran with no 

supporting  evidence and attempt to disguise 

the lack of evidence by giving misleading 

references.õ 

End of quote. 

Rest in Peace Tim; Rest in Peace Phil.   

In conclusion Peter I cannot do justice to 

your incredible volume of work in the short time I 

have.  I will re-read your book and do it over more 

time and assuredly more than once. 

But I want to say this:   

Your work, Peter, will stand the test of time 

and be an enduring, accurate, true reference to the 

post war trials and challenges of Vietnam veterans 

and their families. 

Your book Peter is compelling, 

comprehensive, compassionate, sensitive and 

healing. 

On behalf of all Vietnam veterans, their 

families and loved ones I say thank you Peter and 

your team and now with much pleasure, I officially 

launching The Long Shadow.ʭ 

Tim McCombe OAM Phil Thompson OAM 



OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 

     32                   Issue:  August  2021 

Well hello all readers. I hope this Newsletter finds 
you all in good health and covid free but pandemic 
aware. Our sincerest condolences go out to 
everyone who has lost a loved one or family friend 
recently. 

Join the list of veterans who have become authors 
by telling us your stories in words and pictures. 

The List (so far) 
Al Wood 
Ray ôBorisõ OõBrien 
Tomas Hamilton 
Dave Clark 
Garry Gleadhill 
Bill Griffiths 
Lachlan Irvine 
Graham Munsell & Barry Hodges 
Gary McKay (well known professional author) 
Greg Shannon 
Shayne Frew 
Ian Granland 
Graeme Foley 
Norm Jones  
 
Send Contributions to: 

editor@vvfagranville.org   

Or by snail-mail to: 

Editor 
VVFA 
PO Box 170 
Granville    NSW    2142 
Note: We prefer contributions submitted by e-mail 
in Microsoft Word with images in JPEG or bitmap 
files.  

But if you canõt do that then any way will do. 
Weõll sort it out. 

So find those old letters, photos and 
memories and think about having a go. 

**********  

Backlogs! It seems DVA have one rule, but we 

have to abide by another. 

The original Repatriation Department (later 

renamed as DVA) was established in 1918 on the 

proposal of Senator Edward Millen, the first 

Minister for Repatriation, as an ôearnest attempt to 

meet the nationõs obligations to those who on its behalf have 

gone down into the Valley of the Shadow of Death..õõ 

This obligation required a strong repatriation 

philosophy that acknowledged the special sacrifice 

made by the armed forces in defence of Australia. 

Consequently, repatriation legislation 

established the principle that the Australian 

Government had an obligation to sufficiently 

provide for those who risked everything and lost 

much in serving their country. 

There has been a set of basic principles, which 

have underpinned the Australian repatriation 

system since its inception. These principles 

affirmed that Australia is indebted to those who 

served in the armed forces and has a duty to 

ensure those that served, and their dependent's, 

are properly cared for on a long term basis; and 

benefits should be made available as a matter of 

right and not as a welfare handout, and in cases of 

doubt, the doubt should be resolved in favour of 

those claiming to be entitled. 

DVA must stop treating claimants like welfare 

fraudsters, show us some respect for applying our 

rights to claim, and if they doubt a medical 

opinion, delegates must rule in favour of the 

claimant. Not seek further medical opinion. 

By the way, these exact same arguments have 

been raised by our organisation since 1975. Not 

because there was a backlog, but because diggers 

were suiciding over DVA decisions. Itõs now 2021 

and soldiers are suiciding at 5 times the rate of the 

general public at the same age. 

How long do we wait for yet another inquiry to 

make recommendations that may well be put on 

the backburner just as so many recommendations 

of the recent report of the Productivity 

Commission have been.ʭ 

The Editor 

mailto:editor@vvfagranville.org
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Applications for 2022 Long Tan Bursaries and 
other sponsored scholarships open  on 18 
August 2021, and close, at midnight 31 October 
2021. See AVCAT flyer on page 55 of this issue. 
 
AVCAT scholarships are for the children and 
grandchildren of Australian ex-serving veterans. 
Long Tan Bursaries are for the children and 
grandchildren of Vietnam veterans and are funded 
by the Australian Government Department of 
Veteransõ Affairs. 

 
Most scholarships provide up to $4000 per year, for 
three years, to full-time students at university, 
TAFE college or registered training organisation. 

To be eligible applicants must be: 

¶ the child, stepchild, foster child or grandchild of 
an Australian ex-serving veteran. 

¶ an Australian citizen or permanent resident. 

¶ enrolled, or planning to enrol in 2022, in a full-
time course at an Australian university, TAFE 
college or registered training organisation. 

receiving, or be eligible to receive in 2022, a 
Centrelink payment like Youth Allowance or an 
equivalent means-tested educational payment. 
To apply you should contact AVCAT and request 
to be added to the  expressions of interest register. 
Phone: 02 9213 7999 visit website or write to PO 

Box K978 Haymarket, NSW 1240Φ Some 
scholarships have specific criteria, for further 
information go to avcat.org.au. 

We at Vietnam Veteransõ , Peacekeepersõ & 
Peacemakersõ Association of Australia (NSW 
Branch) Inc., (VVPPAA NSW), which is affiliated 
with the Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia, 
has for many years, sponsored Scholarships for 
children or grandchildren of Vietnam Veterans and 
also Peacekeepers and Peacemakers who are 
deserving and in necessitous circumstances, to 
achieve a better level of education. 

The Scholarship will help the recipients who may 
have otherwise been unable to achieve their 
educational goals. This is the least we can do for 
the children of the veterans who have proudly 
served their country. 

 

Presently the Association sponsors three (3) 
Scholarships  ð Tim McCombe OAM 
Scholarship, Phil Thompson OAM Scholarship 
and Graham Walker AM Scholarship, which are 
administered by AVCAT. 

Our sponsored scholarships are mainly 
funded from the proceeds of the òAssociationõs 
Annual Raffleó, so please continue to support the 
Raffle so we can continue to assist our Veteransõ 
children/grandchildren with Scholarships for many 
more years to come. Your support in the past is 
very much appreciated. 

William (Bill) Roberts OAM, JP 
National President ð VVFA 
Senior Vice President ð VVPPAA NSW 
Director - AVCAT 

AVCAT/VVPPAA NSW 

SPONSORED 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
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Just after Christmas 2020 my good friend, Blind 

Billy, also 1 RAR first tour, rings me from 

Melbourne and suggests I write a story about my 

trips on the HMAS Sydney. I was the only Infantry 

soldier to go over, (to Vietnam), on the first trip, 

with 1 RAR in 1965, and return home with the last 

battalion to leave, (with) 4 RAR/NZ in 1971. 

Taxing my memory, I remember back to mid

-April 1965. We were on B Coy parade ground at 

Holsworthy, (Sydney NSW), the CSM was telling 

us not to believe anything that was written in the 

Sydney newspapers about 1 RAR going to 

Vietnam. ôIt was all garbage. I have just bought a 

new car, and I wouldnõt have bought it if we were 

being posted overseasõ. 

On 29th April 1965 the Prime Minister of 

Australia, Mr Robert Menzies, announces Australia 

is sending a combat battalion to Vietnam to assist 

the US Forces, and the Battalion would be 1 RAR 

from Holsworthy in Sydney. ôDoes anyone want to 

buy a brand new car?õ asks the CSM on our next 

parade. No Takers. 

Some diggers in the Company on learning 

the news that we were going to Vietnam were 

asking questions about the place and the enemy. I 

said I remember about 2 or 3 years ago we had an 

old soldier in our Platoon, he must have been 

nearly 40 years old, he was a German named 

Heinz Grabowski, and he had served in Vietnam 

with the French Foreign Legion. Heinz was about 

to parachute into Dien Bien Phu after their 56 day 

siege, but the red light came on and he didnõt make 

the jump. Saved his life as the camp was overrun 

and all the French surrendered. They got a very 

severe arse kicking by the Viet Minh, now our 

enemy the Viet Cong. 

Just after midnight on 28th May 1965 we 

snuck out of Sydney. We left Holsworthy Army 

Camp in the back of covered trucks and buses. No 

farewells, no bands or bugles playing, no weeping 

wives or girlfriends, kids or loved ones. We just 

left under the cover of darkness. It was like the 

government was keeping our departure a gigantic 

secret and no-one was to know we had snuck 

away. 

When we arrived at the ship we were shown 

our Mess Deck, how to put up our hammocks, a 

small briefing, and up came the anchor and we 

sailed off. I think we had 3 Companyõs on board, 

lots of equipment and vehicles, stacks of odd 

bods, the battalion Padre, PTIõs from Artillery, 1 

(Continued on page 35) 

Vietnam Veteransô Stories 

From letters diaries and memories 

FIRST IN AND LAST OUT 

By Ray (Boris) OõBrien 


