THE VI ETNAM V&T
NEWSLETTER

OFFI CI AL JOURNAL OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS FEI
SUPPORCING ALY &HO SERVE W HAVE SERVEDS
AUGUST 2C

7fr$4 7,

A

Aot

ANTYYNODILY

YVAFA 12 ) IHLOLXC § STy g0 JLLE VAN Y42 < 1P G ARIA IRV Al L E 3 TN SRR R PR @2
NATIONS L PR ESTERE T ¥ an s G vwfargas 1 ¢ 0 ATESELSZEREETART ovfneuly NATI ONAL
www. vvfa.org. au



ABN 35 490 214 100

Partners
Michael A Carbonaro BALLB
Greg Isolani BALL B

Level 5

488 Bourke Street

Melbourne Vic 3000

DX: 488 Melbourne

Ph: 03 8673 5888

Fax: 03 8673 5899
gregisolani@kcilawyers.com.au
www.kcilawyers.com.au

Established in 2001, our team of lawyers
provide clients with high levels of personal
service and professional representation in
a range of legal and commercial matters.

KCTs experience and expertise has led to them being
’ . a respected voice in Military and Commonwealth
\ compensation, advocating for Veterans and families
4 J for 27 years'

SERVICES

DVA - Military Compensation

Commonwealth Superannuation (MSBS, DFRDB and Retrospective medical discharge claims)
Asbestos - Dust Disease Tribunal claims.

Industry super claims - income protection - TPD appeals,

Coroner's inquests

claims for Detriment Caused by Defective Administration - CDDA

See our article elsewhere in this issue
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Val e
Barry Banner

So much 1 nvaluabl e se
veterans

Our NSW Branch Head Office located in
Granville has over the period of many years
assisted thousands of veterans receive their jus
entitlements for compensation. Hundreds of
Appeals are lodged each year against unfair clé
rejections.

Barry Bannerman a first intake National
Serviceman was a vital cog in the Granville teal
which assisted to make this all possible.

Barry had been a volunteer member of this tear
for approximately twenty years and provided us
with his experience as a banker to keep the boc
in order and to make sure we had the money
available for Granvil

He had previously been responsible for managi
our national membership records and had beer
active member of the New South Wales Brancl
Committee. He was ultimately made a Life
Member in recognition of his long term

o . o Vietnam. A raunion of father and daughter
contribution to the affairs of our Association.

ultimately took place resulting in the pair being
For many years Barry, along with Bob Gagan, dogether once again. A magnificent result to a v
long time friend and fellow Gunner had been sad story.

under the false impression that a fellow veteran arry was a man of integrity and a real gentlen

had passed away after being seriously woundegiigeyed in South Vietnam as a Bombardier f
action during a mortar attack on the Nui Dat ba May 1966 to 2 May 1967 with 1 Field

on the 17 August 1966, the day prior to the Bat
of Long Tan. The man was returned to Australia _ _
for treatment. Discrete enquiries by Barry and Boilowing a long iliness Barry passed away on
resulted in Gunner Norris being located ina ~ May 2021. He is survived by his wife Beverly,
Sydney institution and had not had a visitor for children Kassandra and David and gcimidren
decades. Visits to Norris by these men resultedigthryn, Indie and Cooper.

their learning that Norris had a young daughter.

Further enquiries by Norrisds compassionat
and the Salvation Army resulted in the daughter REST IN PEACE SOLDIER

being located. She had been informed at childhood

that her father had been killed in action in South

giment.

ery

1an.
rom
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Woul d a MindDog

My name is Shayne Frew, I'm in my seventiegprovided by Gayl O'Grady the head trainer and
and a Vietnam VeteraWhen talking with my  assessor for mindDog.

psychiatrist a couple of years ago it was suggested

that | get a service dog to help with my PTSD. Gay |l O&6 Grady says:

rang DVA and was told it would cost over $20,00% an Australia wide organisation with hundreds o
to train a dog but as this was out of my reach theyiners and assessors to support the clients.

suggested another aventibat is when | was To apply for a concession it is $250
introduced to the mindDog people (Psychiatric (homeless are free), which includes vests, ID and
Assistance Dogs). book, and several visits from your assedfgnu hire

They were wonderful and still afdey a trainer you will need to pay them separately, but at

told me | could train my own dog and they woulthe moment the Minister for Mental Health in NSW
support me through the procegdl | had to do  partnered with mindDog to run a program for two

1 €

f

is

was call Gayl if | needed a trainers' help and it years. The government will subsidise 10 sessions with

would be provided by someone in my area. one of our trainers.

They provided a guide book with goals my After the 12 month training period, you do a
dog had to achieve each three morithe. Public Access Test (PAThe cost of this is $200 for
process took me about 15 months as covid hit isoncession and $0 for homele¥®u will be required
the middle, but eventually she was able to be to do a retest each year for $1580u get a new ID
assessed for all the goals by a mindDog each year and a new vest/e make sure our dogs ar
trainer. During this time | was hospitalised a  up to the best behaviour standard throughout their

coupleof times as well, so that slowed the processrking livesYou are also required to get your Vet to

down. fill out a Health Screen when you get the dogs'
Bella is now a fully trained and qualified vaccination each year, to ensure the dog is well
MindDog Assistance service d8glla was 9 enough to work another yedur priority is for our

months old when we got her from a rescue shelieam and the dogs and to ensure theyliaiag the
and started her training when she was about 4 best lives possible.
years oldShe goes everywhere with me/us, to the

1)

hospital, shopping centres, beach, clubs, Gayl can guarantee Bella Frew is living her best
Bunnings,everywhereRemarkably she knows life.
when | am ill and keeps an eye on me always. MindDog recommends gettinga 1 to 3

All you need to do is put the time in and year old mix breed from a shelter or
you will have a perfect companion and RSPCA.These are by far the best for psychiatric
unconditional love. assistance work, not a puppyey also have less

| cannot thank Gayl and her team at health problems than a purebred.
mindDog enough for all their help and Look mindDog up on their website
kindness.They are a wonderful organisation thatww.mindDog.org.aurhey would love to have a
highly recommend.’ chat and see I f mindDog i

The following information has been

2 |l ssue: August

2021


http://www.mindDog.org.au
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The Vietnam veteran community loses our

valued colleague, Barry Bannermané p a ¢

Would a MindDog help you?..0ne has
certainly helped Sha

The story of the families of Vietnam

veterans. | mpor tant new bo

PresidentWBaReépowrnon
family strategyeééecee

= alian Government
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Moves to reduce dangerous backlodgdudget
provides more staff

The Royal Commission into defence and
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T — .
3 = [ -
R ack
& - -
' . . .\
b0 B 3! K X Natign '
O w7 o
Boxw

5 B P <

- T

- !

-

Government rejects VVFA recommendation
for Royal Commissioner. . . € é é é .

50th Anniversary of the Battle of Nui Lé.
Ask the sig what 0s

What does Graham Edwards think of The
Long Shadow Hi s | aunch

FirstinLastOut. Bori s OO0Bri e

7

experienceéééeeée. . eéé

The Adventures of Tank16904The luck of
t he dr awer I n Vietna

Footy i n a wHM4Signasn e é
Squadron v 106 Field

4
‘J

From marble to embarkation.. A | Wo o d
embar kati on conf essi

VALE Soldier Poet Peter Rothwell.A special
eul ogy by Greg Lockh

4
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What else is
making news

DIANNE DEMPSEY

When

NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT
NEW POETS OFFERINGS

AVCAT UPDATE

NSW PRESIDENT REPORT
SCHOLARSHIPS RAFFLE WINNERS
NATL/NSW SECRETARY REPORT
CALLING C COY 4 RAR
TAYLORS ARM RSLSB
PSK FINANCES ARTICLE

4 RAR/NZ REUNION 2021

LONG SHADOW BOOK EXTRACT
NATIONAL SERVICE REUNION

26 e "hudm“vtljl ns

33

2 Came

45
e Home
oQUI LTS —r
X o=
62

Regul ar featidr,es;

4. Headliner News Index

6. Federation Affiliates list

7. About us information

10. About the Authors

15. The Minefield extract

32. From the Editors Desk

39. Letters to the Editor

47. Membership Request Form
57. AVCAT Advert

59. Advert O6MyOwnStor

64. Reunions & Notices

66. Open Arms advert

67. Crossword Corner & Unknown Comic
68. Change of Address Form

69. Mortality Report Form

70. Branches / SubBranches Listings

72. Merchandise For Sale

74. Operation Life Advert

82 Last Post

84. Member Discounts

59

s | And what a
* t he f ami|l |
Her e I $mu s&xt e @db o o k

the effect of
of war on t he fam
Vietnam and ot her| ve
We are privil egled
review of t he bong
MacDonel | OAM. Bgi ng
of a Vi et nam vel er .
effected by PTSD| an
studied for her Phil
1% uptc))fj%aéstt,s she I |s
gualified.
As we |l | Gai | h a s
i nvol ved in the fllorm
Partners of Ve
Association and tj|he
Families of t e
Resear ch and Su
Foundati on A page |[8)
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VI ETNAM VETBRANS
FEDERATI ON of AUSTRAL

Incorporating
Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and

Peacemakers

Association of Australia (NSW Branch) Inc.
Vietnam Veterans Federation Queensland
Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans & Veterans Federation
ACT Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Victorian
Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation South
Australian Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia WA
Branch.

Vietnam Peacekeepers Peacemakers
Federation of Tasmania Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee:
National President  William Roberts OAM
NSW State President Frank Cole

QId State President Peter Handy

ACT State President Ward Gainey

Vic State President  John Arnold

SA State president  Mal Thiele

WA State President Milton Kirk JP

Tas State President TBA

Research Officer Graham Walker AM

Canberra Research Group
Research Officer James Wain OAM
Research Officer John Godwin OAM

WHAT WE DO

We have over forty years' experience assisting with
claims in all of the Military Compensation schgmes,
by our fully qualified, compassionate, highly sHKilled,
Compensation Advocates, Pension and Wellbging

Officers.n c .

We continually strive for the rights of veteransjand
their families, whenever changes to the laws that

govern and recognise their service threatens tp
diminish just and fair compensation for those that
are sent to fight Australia's' wars.

We achieve our aims by continued vigilance o
government proposals that affect the Acts of
parliaments protecting veterans rights and
entitlements. By assuring that DVA uphold anc
enable due process of claims to the letter of those
laws. By lobbying government and ministers where
the laws could be improved for the benefit of
veterans and their families.

We fully support and faithfully attend the Ex
Service Organisations Round Table, (ESORT),
group discussions with the government and DYA.
As well as maintain a close liaison with other Bx

service organisations.

Our successes have been many, and clarified|in our
following pages of News, Current Issues and
Historical records. Our legacy and continued
efforts needs to be handed on to the next
generation of youthful supporters willing to takp up
the challenge as our volunteers become frail gnd
unable to take up the vigil.

We do not charge any fee nor expect recompgnce
for any of our services, and rely upon grants,
donations, gifts and bequests, along with a small
income from the sale of Raffle tickets and

merchandise, for paid Advocates, volunteer

Research Officer Jules Wills amenities, at our many offices throughout Ausfralia.
COPYRIGHT NOTICE ©
Copyright of all original material in The Vietnam Veterans Newsletter is held by the author an

not be reproduced for profit without the permission of the author. Reproduction-profiton
newsletters, military archives or study purposes in proper context is allowable but acknowledgement «
the author and source should be made.
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Advertise injJour _
Newsl etter 50t h Anni vier
Best rates g¢jnlghe Battl e | of
Australian Miljltary
Associations reupions and
contact notices,
Corporate Rat
(Monochrome, grayscale, black/white only)
Full Page $660 1
Half Page $330
(Prices include GST)
10% Discount applied to campaigns that ryn
consecutively for 3 or more issues.
Contact the Editor
always open to negotiation
editor@vvfagranville.org oy
CLOSPFF DATE
DECEMBER 2021 W
* *x x * * BEFORE* *
1’:/! /r"‘; sHriftiif 15
3 NOVEMBER 20D i 'ﬁ
—
ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION
For new materigl, advertising and'complimewt:, 2nd Lt Graham Davild S
pleas&VNrite, phone, or email: contemplates a copy o f
The Edlt%r/’ VFY;'; NEII\?IS‘LETTER Cour age whi ch had Dr ev
GRANV-ILLE?\)I(SW2142 enemy -4A%K round from |hitt
Ph: 02 9682 1788 Mob: 0421690950 | ' €ft T eg as he/ led) 12
Weekdays before 5pm thanks. Company, 4 RAR/NZ, [in
Email: editor@vvfagranville.org contact against 3 Batta !
For comments about the articles please writg tp: VI €t namese Ar my Reg]| men
fhe National SlelcSeet apbey 1971. The [boolk
Email: vwfanatsec@vvfa.org.au the collection of the A
Memorial. (AWM PO725|6. 0C
| ssue: August 2021 7
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A Must R a dosmes
\When By authof| and
Wha’t abou journallifst
. N . The Impact of War D| anne
families|tHeww, | oomse
. S Australljan
The bwbknoHe @IaemeSIrllslghll‘ :ame Schol arl|lly
into the strength, resilience, determination : Publish|ng
love that a person can have for their partne 2021
Home
These are some of the stories of h
families coped with the homecoming m
traumatised veterans. Even though there | i
thousands of sto_nes that could be told, | feel_ tgﬁ?c?essive governments.
excellent book gives an excellent representation o And the grass roots action must continue
what families of war veterans can go through. and should be supported by the government jand

| felt sad when reading about the famili%c\,/A
but then | felt angry again. '

What this book demonstrates is thﬁg ded?
nothing much has changed over a long perio o? '
time. t

Way back as 1998 a government st
revealed that the suicide rate amongst the chil rei\
of Vietham veterans was 300% higher than t %I
peers in the general community. In 2006 anot
government study revealed that the suicide
amongst those National Servicemen who serve
Vietnam was substantially higher compared wl
those National Servicemen who remained In

Australia. . . ._they see as their duty.
Despite successive governments c:Ialmlngy

toocare deeply about piodion wii'bé Bhiter enflafic o) ighi
indin[qn

of veteransd suicide t.1..n c
: udé;e%r?/ cdts" ritfer tﬁaﬁ by~ f ays
does the number of family breakups and crease veteranss we

number of suicides and suicide attempts by One example of this was a DVA seni

partners a_nq chi_ldren. Government action r2)"?‘ﬁcer in NSW deciding that a saving could
been surprisingly inept. de by cancelling |

so is obliged from time to time to fin
ngtary savings some of which will adver
act veterans. There is also an obligation ta
vernment; it must implement government po
ith may well impact veterans and their fam
ersely.

And theP/ will wonder if their ros%ects for

Why is it that grass roots action is so sorely

A very wise friend explained to me recently
hat the department of v
have an obligation to the welfare of veterans.

d
sely
the
icy
ilies

So DVA officers can be divided in what

spare prosthetic for use when the original

ma
But what the book also demonstrates |§

to families comes from the grass roots; tha
programs started by the veterans and their parthers
themselves. This is the bottom up approach ra@elr |
than the top down approach as taken by

that the most successful programs and assist‘g

always be on th

8 |l ssue: August

thetic required maintenance. (This was only
Rvented by the story being leaked to the medi
So it is important not to trust that DVA

2021
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To order yo
pl ease emai
online or t¢g

entirely on DVA remedying a bad situations.
must keep the grass roots programmes going.

As for DVA, there should not be, of course,
adversarial attitude when dealing with veteran
there is now in many cases. And, of course,
key performance indicators DVA officers sho
strive for should only be the wellbeing of t
veteran and the family, not money saved.
And thereds anothefr,jiimpperd;
DVA bows down to budgetary needs to the pempsey
detriment of veterans and their families. Thatds
the undemanning of critical parts of the
organisation. What frustration this upgi@nning

Australian ¢
Publ i shing

Kew Vic 31
https://scho

home/
T: +61 3 937
E:
enquiry@scho

Post t o: P. Ol

book/whecnam—el

Ying C

|l ep

bc ho
PTY

01
| ar |

causes.

And what of DV A0 s whah the gaveritmend rwants i coveredt h also
veteran community. sincerely hope that once a Royal commissian is

There are many forums supposedly fiamished we do not have another enquiry into

meaningful discussion between the DVA offigesults of that enquiry. It will be time for action;

chair and the veteran members. In the past, these for change.

forums often seemed to me more designed to  They say that the definition of insanity
disseminate DVA views than to seek the wisddaing the same thing over and over again
of veterans. expecting different results. Until the structure

the

S
and
of

| have even pondered the question asthe departments are changed and the priority is

whether these forums were simply designedyéared towards the veterans and not the nee

s of

all ow the gover nment gaernnenDaxddihe buccauadcya wenwill Bevdoind) e

~

consul tationd wi t h o u the sameything owvér eandt over ragaint. dha
seriously any suggestions for change by veteraosrtainly policy madness.

I isa k

There is another issue. DVA invites If successive governments genuinely care
submissions for research grants but insistsabout the lives of the people who protect our

owning the results. This is a kind of censorslupuntry and put their lives on the line cannot
The rules must change to make the results ofh@ll need to change without more and m
such research, public. enquiries that just take up more and more t
There is too, t he andmaeeandomoremoreg then we mast h
goad. Perhaps | ess ¢ o wéridus doreerns fpreur tutureMilitary Reopee
and layers of bureaucracy designed to frustrate The lives of the veterans and their fami
veteransodo cl ai ms and mweeraepple effect threaughftne entire commue
t hat Di Dempseyds b o dhere ardrmotwreany peopde in Aostralia whoeh
needed. not been affected by war at some point in time.
This book needs to be read by us
| welcome the Royal Commission into veteliaoluding politicians and officers of DVA. | thar
suicide; however much could be done in thmnne Dempsey for putting it together and t
meantime. | sincerely hope that the terms pafrtners/spouses for their contributions.
reference for this Royal commission covers all

aspects, including structural reforms and not just
Dr Gai | Mac Donel | OAM

see
ore
me
ave n d
2 | a
ies
lity.s e
ave | y

all
nk
he

11
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Our Readers | ove
Vi etnam VebdbRtrarnise s

Gl eaned from |l etters diaries and

Write it down and send it to
.then bloody Alby knocks " = the Vietnam Veterans journal ,

Great story Gazza {

- this wasp nest and the
whole platoon scatters.

| n this edition we welcome new autBbayne Frew who tells us about the dog companion that has

changed his life.

We welcome another new author, Greg Shannon, who writes on the 50th anniversary of Battle of Nui

Another new author is lan Granland who organised a footy game at Nui Dat.

We welcome, too, one of the leading experts on the effects of the trauma of war on families, Dr Gail

McDonell, herself the wife of a Vietham veteran, who reviews an important new book.
We also have the privilege of the speech written by Vietnam veteran Graham Edwards for his
The Long Shadow.
We wel come back popular storyteller Ray (B
Welcome back too are Graham Munsell and Barry Hodges with another episode of the story @
T169041.
And our prolific storyteller, Al Wood, tells us about what went on before his departure for Vietn
Finally, poems from new poets Graeme Fol ey

launch

BOTr i
f their te

am.
an

10 |l ssue: August
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NATI ONAL PRESEDREPORT

Wha®& wrong wéath DVA
draft Veteran Family

(N

(Well, nothinég) really

DVA have written a draft strategy about how bastto keep up with their changing needs.
to consult with families to find out what they need What are these well known measures?

and is consulting with ESOs abouts it. Though the list could be longer, we restrict
In other words, DVA is consulting aboutur list to four measures, the need and justification
consulting. for which we believe are incontestable.

When DVA gets in all the responses, will  They are:
they engage a consultant to consult with thje_mA
2 ) )

about our responses _ ensioners the Gold Card (or equivalent).
My words may sound cynical. They are rgot Exclude TPI spousesd
meant to be. The DVA draft has much that thc’ " podu

o . e meanstest for the Service Pension.
good in it; even the appointment of someone

independent to represent families. 3 Assist TPI families to purchase a house.
What is missing is this: 4 Make VCES more generous including

We have known for many years what wotd@lPing with peripheral expenses.
change the lives of many veteran families for the
better and what would make clear to them th&€ reasons are well known.
they are appreciated. 1 The families of many trauma effec
These well k nown nveterans suféeisas nauchas the veterans. | o
hanging fruitd that s hopulCidiliantfsnilien thes& dags msterd
need for more consulting and consulting ab@wb family incomes to lead a decent life.

consulting. pensioners families should have the same ability.
These are practical measures some of which g Buying a house, even in less expensive

These are the practical measures some of 4 VCES should be more generous for

which were recommended Dby EXPeNnS\y&erans. The bare minimum should not |be

government reviews go.ing back decades. . enough compensation for children who have
These should be implemented now, wﬂhqg,:tu ffered because of TPI |

the need for further consultation. _ . .
After their implementation we can get dovrPntemplating strategies about more consultgtion

to a strategy of keeping in touch with familiesils§ al | very well , but| | et

ward the spouses of TPl and equivalent

| ssue: August 2021 11
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Gover  nment mo VvV e
reduce backl@dg
DVA ¢l ail ms

|n the May 2021 Federal Budget the governnif1 show this Guardian report may be out of
provided 447 extra staff to DVA to help redudate, the situation actually being worse.
t he outrageous del ays Asna ryer a dheiebs VBAg (forvneainlg r a n
compensation claims. Vietnam veterans) are taking one year to finalise
The Guardian newspaper, in an article datddle MRCA (for younger veterans) claims [are
22 March 2021, reported that the backlog affen taking two years.
MRCA claims had reached 25,000. DVA blames an increase in claims lodged.
What does ©6backl|l og6 mBuainis notras though this inarease was |not
It means very sick war trauma effecttateseeable.
veterans being left in a high state of anxiety for an The VVFA, for instance, has been warning
excessively long time awaiting a decision thatokid tsunami of claims for some years now. That
critically effect their lives. prescience is not particularly clever considering the
The Guardian article reported that evewmmber of deployments many soldiers have
though legislation targets 90 days for tmmpleted in Iraq and Afghanistan (commonly as
processing for MRCA claims, the averagany as 4 or 5 and some as many as 6 or 7, and a
processing time was 178 days, or nearly f@aix more than that). As well as the number| of
months. The average processing time for MR@#ployments, many soldiers were not given, or did
permanent impairment claims was 186 days. not take, the required 12 months in Australia,
Similarly, department figures showed Higtween deployments.
MRCA initial liability claims had been on hand So the increase in claims, as soon| as
longer than 12 months, while 32 remaingeployments ceased, should have been foreseen by
unfinalised after 18 months. There were four tBAtA and planned for.
were incomplete after two years. In other words, the current situation is the
Reports from our State branches in May (Continued1ign page

12 |l ssue: August 2021
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I old they're taking
urgent action.
Help should be her
5000,

product of very poor DVA management. processing is as important an factor as any..

So what are the consequences? And how long will it take for these 447 ne

Much has been said about the most presdiA staff to be selected, trained and start
problem amongst veterans: veteran suicide. reduce the processing time for claims?

And whilst much has been written and said We dondt know, but
about the factors influencing the high rate y#ar.
suicide in veterans, it may well be that the bread In the meantime the outrageous del

]

and butter issue of unreasonable delays in claimsnt i nue. n

ay's

| ssue: August 2021 13
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'wmcH WAR DID | ( THE ONE HERE '
THEY DIE IN? AT HOME.

INQUIRIES

ROYAL
COMMISSIONS

DELAYED
DVA CLAIMS

LN,

The Royal Commi ssion 1 nt

Veteran Suil ci de

Fighting the Vietnam War increased the rateLambie, the Labor Party and the Greens.

suicide amongst Vietnam veterans. This group claimed that a Roy
But our warnings that it would happen t@ommission, rather than a new bureaucracy

the Irag/Afghanistan generation of veterans weeeded to expose any neglect or flaws in

al
was
the

di smi ssed by DVA andggoegeenmepnds rOaNe@Poures ey oatn (

this coveredd they cliasuened.
This dismissal of our warnings meant But it was not untilApril 2021 that the

remedial actions of various kinds were delayedconflict was resolved with the government
Then, inFebruary 2020the government announcing the establishment of a Rayal

promised to establish National Commission Commission.
for Defence and Veteran Suicide Prevention In July 2021 the government appoint
It was, however, not unfilugust 2020that three Royal Commissioners and terminated

ed
the

legislation was introduced into the Fedeappointment of the National Commissioner for

Parliament and an interim Commissionreref ence and Veterans?a
appointed. The National Commissioner will report
But the legislation was stalled in the SenBtliament before she goes.

10]

A group of veterans and families of veteran suicide Whilst this process has taken far too long in

victims led a strong push to establish a Roselv of the urgent need for action, at last we

-

Commission. They were backed by Senator Jaxguie i ng pr ogr ess. . n

are
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The Minefield

An Australian tragedy in Vietnam
Two extracts from the book

...Brigadier Grevifiewho had also served as
the commander of 1ALSG in Vietrfam
published a history of the RAE. In that work
he made a comment that resonated with
significance for both Korea and Vietnam:

mi nefields that coul

by observed fire wer g

dangerous to our own

t he enmbemy ,
A good reason why [ B

second world war assumptions about mining |

remained unshaken by the lessons of the
Korean War was that he had not served
there. n

-

60ne ing
attempte

General William C Westmoreland, comman
of United States forces during\Miegtnam War
from 1964 to 1968 in his bodkSoldier
Reports 1976 n

Dr Greg Lockhart is a Vietnam vetera
having served with AATTV.

He is an eminent historian whose wa
has been widely acknowledged.

His writing of this excellent book came
from the VVFA38s confc
little about the Minefield when dealing with
veterans damaged by their contact with it.

He i s the VVFAOS

THE MINEFIELD

An Australian tragedy in Vietnam
GREG

- BYLADT
!] L"\".“-ﬁ:‘. '

It is the best book so far written about

Australiads particig
Written ten years ago and still selling well.
ern that it knew ver

To get your copy simply ring the NSW
Branch Granville Office on 02 9682 1788.
Or order online atvww.vvfagranville.org

bnorary historian.

-
m
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Gover nment uncer e mon

rejects our rFrecommenec
Royal Commi ssi one |
The government has chosen the three commissioners for the Royal Commissiofp into

Defence and Veterans Suicide.
The VVFA acknowledges the eminence and integrity of those selected.

The government mandated that the commissioners be neither veterans nor fron the

military. The three selected meet this criterion.

But it would have been advantageous for one or more of the commissioners to have a

deep understanding of veterans.

We sent a recommendation to the Minister to appoint John Schumann OAM as jone of

the commissioners. As it turns out, he is as qualified as are those selected but
additional vital quality of having that deep understanding of the veteran commu

as the
ity

We are therefore very disappointed that the government so unceremoniously rejected

our recommendation.
Below is the letter of recommendation we sent the Minister for Veterans Affairs.

Hon Darren Chester MP The Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia
Minister for Veterans Affairs strongly recommends John Schumann OAM bg
Minister for Defence Personnel appointed a Commissioner on the Royal
PO Box 60 Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide|
House of Representatives John has the trust of veterans and their
Parliament House families; he has a deep understanding of the ef
Canberra ACT 2600 of the trauma of war; and he has the professior,
RECOMMENDATION FOR JOHN background and intellectual capacity that woulc

equip him to make a significant and-wédkrmed

SCHUMANN OAM TO BE APPOINTED contribution to the Royal Commission.

AS A COMMISSIONER ON THE ROYAL You will be aware that in 1983 John
COMMISSION INTO DEFENCE AND Schumann wrote recorded and started perform
VETERAN SUICIDE the song 061 Was Only

(Continued 1dn
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Vet eran and Defence

commi ssi oners anno
The i nquiry wil!@ be | ed by Mr Nick
Commi ssioner of the New South Wales
Mr Kal das wi || be supported by:
The Hon James Douglas QC, an este
Supreme Court of Queensland and r
| egal community, and
Dr Peggy Brown AO, a consultant p
| eader i n ment al heal th policy wi
health and ment al heal th service
administration
of individual Vietham veterans suffering the Johnds continuous &

traumatic effects of war that they were not alonsgrvice to the ADF and veteran communities si
freeing them to declare their service and to seek983 has secured their trust and that of their
help. The song transformed the nation's attituddamilies, a trust which has not been extended t
leading to an outpouring of support for Vietnamthe bureaucracy and government in the wake @
veterans in the 1987 'Welcome Home Parade'. thesJesse Bird and other suicides and perceive
fair to say that his song and his work contributethalfunctioning of the Repatriation system.
significantly to bringing Vietnam veterans home John Schumanndés car
finally. service jobs at SES level. He is also well

From 2011 to 2017, John and his band acquainted with the conduct of our national affa
participated in five Overseas Forces Entertainnmfenting served as Principal Private Secretary to
tours- East Timor, Afghanistan twice, the Leader of the Australian Democrats when that
Solomon Islands and Tanzania. In 2008, the Arparty held the balance of power on the

and John produced a DVD designed to addressrossbenchers of the Senate between 1998 and

stigma, offer support and raise awareness of 2001.

effects of PTSD for soldiers and their families. It He is currently chair of the Maxima Traini

involved John interviewing many veterans and Group, a national NFP Joblink and DES provid

absorbing many horrific stories. This close with 450 FTEs and over 50 offices across

association with suffering veterans has given Jdustralia.

a deep understanding of the trauma of war. The Johnds career wel|l

DVD has helped many Australian Defence Fordevel tasks required of a Royal Commissioner.

personnel and veterans deal much more hones#ycareer, too, that fits John for the vital task of

and effectively with their psychological problemsommunicating with the sometimes frustrated,
From 2016 John teamed up with Police and angry elements of the veteran community.

Association of South Australia and the Police We strongly commend John Schumann

Federation of Australia to address the same  OAM as an ideal candidate for a Commissione

problem in the police force. He travelled round the Royal Commission into Defence and Veter:

Australia collecting disturbing stories as he hadSuicide.

done for the Australian Defence Force. Out of it

came the remarkable telemovie, 'Dark Blue' an&Villiam (Bill) Roberts OAM JP

another gem of a song, 'Graduation Day'. Nati onal Presidentna
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50t h Anni v

The story of the Ba

(told by 4RAR Signal
Shannon)

|t is fair to say that most battalions of the Royehkrs and particularly in the months prior to
Australian Regiment that served in Vietnam hedimely death in August 2016. He was of
one operation or battle that for various reasamsw there were many in the Australian milit

his
the
ary

became indelibly st anmgomenunty that thought ¥ BARe onsits seeomd r y

Some operations bec anar hachver it to dod The battalidans that w
military history and have been commemoratedeaf®re us had done it all. We were just there f
battle honours on thekeitRegf mantddjsol d yldd urTsh
since. To name but three, for 6RAR it is Losgcond tour know that this was very far fr
Tan; for 1IRAR and 3 RAR, it is Coral amdality. The battalion was heavily commit
Balmoral and for 5RAR, it is Binh Ba; all nanemtinuously for the whole period of th
which add |l ustre t o tshodened dogriimIEnltadd verg mucke mab
fighting record. mark and upheld in every way the reputation

But although most battles were neithtre Australian fighting soldier and the traditions
widely known nor proudly quoted, they aféne Royal Australian Regiment. | would sub
nonetheless significant to those who foughttivat the Battle of Nui Lé ranks up there with ot

them. For the soldiers of 4ARAR/NZ (ANZACmaybe bettéknown battles involving Australian

Battalion, in 1971, it was Operation Ivanhoe, awnddiers in the Vietnam War.
the Battle of Nui Lé, particularly the events of 21 ~ Another matter that played on his mir
September, that became the focal point of fbe many years, from an operational perspec
battalionds second t owas the &sfencg efdhe €entrgpmo hattld tank
the last major battle fought by Australian and N#he time of the battle. It took him many years

entl |
or a
06 \e¢
DM

ted

e
gapr
of

5 of

mit

ner

nd

tive,
ssat vy
to

Zealand troops in the Vietnam War. | was tigentify the person who had made the premature

battalion signals officer at that time. and iltinformed decision to withdraw the tanks

At the outset, it is important to place ofnom the order of battle in July 1971 for all t

he

record the misgivings held by our commandimgpng reasons. There is no doubt that they would
officer, the late Major General (at the tinnave made a significant difference had they been
LTCOL) Jim Hughes, AO, DSO, MC, over many (Continued1gn page
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available rather than being on the high sea®osts along Route 2.
enroute back to Australia. So, Operation Ivanhoe was mounted
It is also useful to put Operation Ivanhdghd and confront 33 NVA Regiment; specifical
into some strategic context. Exactly a month pdor RAR®s mi ssi on was t
to the day that the operation commenced, onal@d | ocate 33 NVA Reg
August 1971, the then Prime Minister of Australia, The CO&6s concept
William McMahon announced in parliantent h @dploy three rifle companies into the north of t
the combat role which Australiatook upover6Ar ea of Operations (0

to
ly,
o O
i me
o f
he
AObd

years previously i s [scatons of theo3Barldeheir probatpelsanttieates 6

Further, he announced most of t heaongKhanh Rrbvince to the north of Phudc

elements will be home in Australia by Tuy province. The companies would then search

Chr i st mahis tedd Was deceived witflom north to south. Support Company would
some excitement by our troops and was repodefloyed in block and ambush positions north
variously in the Australian media. Althougie searching companies in the Courtenay Ru
reports to the effect that there were no Austral@antation. 3 RAR would be operating to th

be
of

bber

eir

troops still actively engaged in combat watgtheast. Meanwhile 1 Troop A Squadron, 3 Cav

viewed a tad incredulously. It certainly was notmlagjt, again under operational control of
case and as events unfolded the battle drew diy&ghlion, was to maintain a presence wes

the
t of

political intervention when the same PrirR®ute 2 and north of the province border in Long

Minister passed a message to the CommaRrdeinh Province and would ambush in those a
AFV, General Don Dunstano e x p r e $ysnight.g
concern about incurring further casualties at This meant that the enemy would eith
such a s e n3histwasvaetually dunrehave to fight their way north through the rif
the battle when the battalion was fully committedmpanies to escape into Long Khanh
Fortunately, the task force commander Brigadigrnatively go south to evade the compa
(later Major General) Bruce McDonald had thefore turning north and heading for the bord
foresight not to pass on this snippet to the CO. Iineither case, if the enemy got clear of the
politics, some things never change! companies, they would still have to fight their
through Support Company, 1 Troop and the

In ear y Sept esnbiefrf elrocRAfhi B RRgitions  before  gaining
flown to the east of Nui Lé and Nui Sao, the twganctuary of Long Khanh. It was a simple p
largest features in the northeast of Phuéc Tuy @nd would put maximum pressure on the eng
Province, indicated the presence of an unidentifidyle leaving the CO ample opportunity
enemy forced(P esonpi lviefe dialicodter redeploy Support Company and 1 Troop
mounted personnel detectors that measured th8€C€sSary. _

effluents unique to humans.) Intelligence ~ Although the operation was scheduled
assessments were strongly of the opinion that P€9in at midnight on 1B September, ther

these missions revealed enemy elements that Wigld be of necessity some coming and gg
probably oud 0 / d  f thei3@ Modhs ¢ within the AO for the first two days. Victa

Vietnamese Army (NVA) Regiment; specificallyCompany (our Kiwi brothers!) was back in

their regimental headquarters, andthergl 3 ~ Dat as Task Force Ready Reaction Force

battalions. Their total strength was around 800 puld not be released back to the Battalion
2 September. C Company would be taken to

ranks. It was assessed that they were probabl(%
back in the province to establish a base there f&fat for R & C (rest and convalescence) leav

operations against the northern villages and (Comtinuedzan
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1600hr on 19 September and would not Deacks from the firing points led to the ea
available again until 24 September. AndtoRards the Nui Sao, which was s@atst of Nui
Company was to be redeployed from Nui Dat irité.
their AO four kilometres southwest of D Early on the following day, 20 Septemb
Company but not until 2000hr on 20 Septemb&APCs from 1 Troop 3 Cav Regt were ambus
D Company, however, which had been in the Afdng Route 2 between the village of Xa Bang
at the end of Operation North Ward, would begime RF company outpost by approximately
their search at 0800hr on 19 September. €hemy employing rockatopelled grenades
battalion headquarters was located on CourtdRBGs) and small arms fire. A swift counteratt
Hill, on Route 2 at the northern most part oésulted in one enemy soldier being killed.
Phuoc Tuy Province. carried no identification but was well armed. ]
In practical terms this meant that the C&mbush position was around 150 metres long
only had D Company clear of any otheet 250 to 300 metres back from the road. $
commitments in the AO. Consequently, Brigaditicated that weapon pits and sleeping bays fc
McDonald placed D Company 3RAR undead been occupied during the night.

ASt

er,
hed
and
20

\"2J

ack
He
'he
and
5ign
pund

operational control of 4 RAR from 1000hr on 19 A POW, captured by 3 Cavalry Brigade

September, and they were inserted into their ACS) in November 1971, who had been
just east of the Courtenay Rubber Plantation. assistant platoon commander with C9 compan
The operation, however, began tragicalhe 3¢ Battalion, 33 NVA Regt revealed
Due to some confusion over two radio messamgsrrogators that the original plan had been
from Battalion Headquarters (BHQ), D compahye ¥t Australian Task Force units into a prepa
propped twice to decode the messages and, shamilyush, east of Route 2. (This also gave s
after they set off again two of the D compansedibility to the rumour that the NVA regime
platoons engaged each other. Sadly, had deployed back into Phu6c Tuy Province
reinforcement, Private Maxwell Rhodes, wholgpd ve t he Australians
only just joined the company, (a nationvaént home!)
serviceman who had deferred his national service The attack on the regional force outpg
obligation to complete a university degree), wasl9 September and the ambush of the APCs
accidently shot, and killed. The messades,| | owi ng day in the
however, which precipitated this dreadful accidattempt to lure an infantry/armoured reacti
were very relevant. Intelligence reports indicdtede east from the area along a logging t
that D company was within 500 metres of eitff@mbushed by the 3rd Battalion) and into a bur
one or two enemy radio sets. The Officeomplex further to the northeast near Nui S
Commanding (OC) D company, Major Jenshere the ® Battalion and the RHQ occupie
Taylor, applied a worsase analysis andefences in depth.
interpreted this as potentially two enemy battalions At around 1330hr, on the 20 September
given that radios sets were rare below battatcar y Mc Kay o6s 11 Pimant o
level. As a result, he decided to keep the comma®my group about a kilometre northwest of N
more concentrated than usual. Sao. 11 Platoon opened fire; killing one enemy,
There were no other incidents that dasgldier instantly. The enemy deployed speedily
although earlier in the morning, the 626 Regicad returned rapid fire but were apparently
Forces Company outpost on Route 2 receivedadered to withdraw by their commander. Artille
attack by fire from a #hillimetre Recoilless Riflavas fired onto their withdrawal route, and a Pin
and 82millimetre mortar rounds. 33rd NVATeam, (consisting of a light observation helicop
Regiment held both these types of weapons. (Continued 2an
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Op lvanhoe: 20 Sep Map Thrc'ej '

Nuile
' 33 NVA main

bunker system

E=w

i :‘ = }
LV o= D Coy night cHa 1171
L £ 10 P1 ™ 0
B Coy Drop- 20/21 Sep T
. off point Nui Sao
lOam 0 Sep
SPL@ L 1 11 Pl contact
~v | BCoynight  1.30pm 20 Sep
J"\ < LHQ.‘ 20/21 Sep
Route 2 =, <
6oL @ g Y
, § % R \/
Cavalry ambush Approximate site of
7 am 20 Sep ‘ 3/33 NVA ambush
(or oLoacho6) and one divegréew anif@msband nagigatmg twith prags

assisted. The Cobra gunship was employed to and compasses.

pursue them and opened fire, but without

rther
Dr'S,

This was unusual and fu
confirmed that we were up against NVA soldié

discernible results. Shortly after, 10 Platoon haith@ 33 NVA regiment.
brief firefight with, probably, the same group as it There was an uneasy feeling through
withdrew, but there were no casualties on eithethe battalion on 19 and 20 September 1971!
side( The rather beguiling Omtitme mdnhg k2l TSemember, ki
somewhat the actual role of these US units. Thejateemne located a separate branch of the ti
better described as 0fromrihe grevioks day and Sudderdyatimey w
Hughes OH6 Cayuseyould fly at tree top level trgmgaged by RPGs and small arms fire. During
to tempt the enemy into firing at them and wherattieyndit? platoon lost one soldier, Pte Jim
the Loach would mark a target and a Cobra Gubslifpwhen an RPG exploded on the tree that
would roll in and attack the enemy. They were awaaryusing as cover. Four other members of
formidable weapon platform.) platoon were wounded, including the plata
When 11 Platoon searched the contaoimmander, Graham Spinkston. 12 platoon
area, they located one enemy KIA and an AK4Zpme up against what was later established t
pack and two Chicom (Chinese Communigte western most bunker system of a four sys
grenades. A followp failed to locate any moreomplex, large enough (with 24 comple
enemy and the platoon formed a night defendivakers with 15 prepared bunker sites)
position (NDP) in the area. A second enemy Ké&commodate then2battalion, 38 NVA Reqgt.
was located the next day. It was noted at the t{{Bmnkston was actually hit by two bullets, on
of the contact that the enemy were wearing dark

(Continued2@n
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1 6 platoon, fo
B Company Action on 2] September 197) phone cable, engag

killing one.

2 6 platoon con

the cable and cont

enemy sol dier.

3 6 platoon rec
gaged by enemy and
60mm mortar fire w
men including the

mander 2LT McDani e

-
- - 4 4 |l atoon, LT
1. = 6 Pl 1128 contact ‘ ‘\!IQNVA patchedpto assist
2.% 6Pl 1408 contact tacted several sma
3. = 6 Pl 1600 contact | Bunkers found | cremy.
4. = 4 Pl 1630 contact on 22 Sep
+ = winch point ‘ + = Winch Point.

and the second was stopped by a thick paperbebkashvahd were engaged. One was killed

0The Taste of Cour ag ethie, othem withdreev pofthedsti sTheb angmn

book is now on display at the Australian War Mappe&ied to have been checking the wire.

At the same time 11 platoon was attacked A f ew mi nutes | at ¢
by a large enemy force from another part of fllatoon reported that they had found fresh f
same bunker system. But with support from batacks heading east and south, about 1500 m

'l owi r

ed by

tinues

acts C

on gr o
recei
oundir
pl at oc

Bal | ¢
6 pl at
11 gr c

DOt
etres

US and Australian gunships, and hard bombs modheast of 6 platoon. B company was now

napalm from US Phantom jets, 11 and 12 platoonwving carefully because they could hear
were able to break contact andjore the companyds battle off
company. For the next 3 hours the enemy positbeen listening to progress of the battle over
was pounded with repeated air and artillery strikaftalion command net. Now their own platoad
Over 2000 artillery rounds from 104 Battemere making contact and finding sign, and
pounded the position. It was quite a spectacld180hr, following searches of enemy bodies
watch from the safety of Courtenay Hill. their equipment, Major Bob Hogarth was able
Meanwhile B company, having beeonfirm to the battalion command post (CP) bs
inserted by APCs on the morning of the, 2as on Courtenay Hill that his company was in con
generally moving east and south, dispersedvids NVA troops. Although no unit identificatio
single platoons. They had a few minor contagts possible, the enemy could only be the
and saw sign that indicated somewhat lafg&A regiment.
enemy parties. Then at 1130 hr OC 6 platoon, 2LT 2 L T Mc Dani el 0s pl
Dan McDaniel, reported the discovery of fallow the telephone wire that had be
telephone wire and had begun to follow it. As tlikgcovered during their previous contact, and
were proceeding, two enemy approached from the (Continued 2gn
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i

/ \ Map §
D Company A(hOn

21S¢p71

-

1 11 platoon and 12 plato

our

'.QOO o../
.

"

2 12 platoon recon

group

an RPG round: sever al wounde

commander , 2LT Spinkston.

D company concentrates

Maj or Tayl or.

D company advances in a

5 11 platoon receives int

flanks and takes

7

heavy casua

Company withdraws to th

pl atoon.

D company moves 400 met

dates into a defensive posit

8 Enemy follows up on the

9 The company has inadver

} another bunker system.

n ol

eEngage

d incl

At Win

ssault

ense f

ties.

compa

Fently

an enemy soldier rolling it up. When they engatped company commander Major Jerry Taylor,
him, he cut the wire and withdrew east. 6 platb@aving formulated a plan for a company attack,
continued to follow the track made by the eneorgered the company to shake out into attack
and at 1600hr commenced a recce for their nfghtnation. 12 platoon on the left, company

location. The recce party then observed enemieadquarters (CHQ) centre rear, 11 platoon right
their east, southeast and north. They engaged ftaark. 10 platoon was to remain at what was

and started to withdraw only to be engaged bykSAown as t he O Wi nch
fire and a 60mm mortar north of their position.a®d reserve. Around this time too, just as

P

Oi ni

the

platoon sustained considerable casualties fronttimepany attack was commencing, there were

mortar rounds®o
in total, (including 2LT McDaniel, the platoomithdrawing in large numbers.

commander!). 4 platoon (LT lan Ballantyne) was However, within minutes of the mov
sent to their assistance to endeavour to hit finevard, the company came under withering
enemy from the nortiiMcDaniel had assisted witinaime skilfully sighted and mutually supporti
evacuation of his casualties and did not know enkadsberto camouflaged fire lanes.
wounded; it was only during the night that whatbmplaoyglatl 90 of them, had encounterednthe
was his back sweating turned out to be next mbatiaipwbéB3 NVA Regimedtll 300 of them!!!
he could see, blood from shrapnel wounds. He Wa% @vacudted1 1 pl at oonds m
a short time later to the field hospital at Vung Tawith a tempest of automatic fire. The two mach

The battalion was now heavily committganners were caught in fire lanes, Private Keith

in two locations four kilometres apart! KingstorPowell was killed instantly and Private

Ralph Niblett on the other gun was mortally
Back at D company, around 1500 hours

(Continued 2@)n
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wounded and died a short time later. As the | was sent airborne i
number twos on the guns, Privates Brian Beilkkean d managed to set t}
and Rod Sprigg, went forward to take over frononto automatic retransmission mode so the

their shot mates, they too were caught in the firgould talk to the forward observer (FO), and

lanes and were both killed instantly. After aboutO could talk to the gun§The helicopter pilot, 2
three hours of fi ght iGN Sonneyeld flew,fardh kg thakday, s:
breach the system and light was fading. The for refuelling and comfort breaks. He was s

company was ordered to pull back, leaving theiF‘V]\C'IarC:eg the IDt:]stngtuisheq Flying Crr]oss I(DIE(
packs and their dead mates behind, to a night refiected over the Intervening years now 1Lcky

the enemy did not or could not engage the h

defensive position (NDP) secured by 10 platoort1heir 12.7 mm agitcraft machine guns!)

But the NVA was not finished and swarmed out Amazingly, as he G

of the bunkers and launched a counterattack. Theseae his map, forward observer Gilbert relie
two platoons commenced fire and movement  his memory of grid references and estimation
rearwards to break contact. The enemy just kephe distances they had travelled to adjust the
coming. Each platoon continued withdrawing inEvery time the radio crackled, the enemy dire
heavy contact. Meanwhile, 10 platoon was moviing into Coy HQ putting the FO and therefore t

n t
1e ¢
OC

the

LT

¥ o u |
ubseque
C). | ha
we we
elicopte

oul
on

s of
fire.
cted
he

to secure the Winch Point and they were engagetiole company in danger. The last Australian

by what was discovered later to be the regimen€aisualty that night was thepldtoon commander
headquarters of ther8and the @ battalionin ~ 2LT Gary McKay who was severely wound

another bunker complex. This complex also had/cKay was dragged back into CHQ and with
sniper posts hlgh up in the jungle canopy. Reglmental Medical Officer (RMO), CAPT P

. Trevillian in  Nui Dat relaying treatme
The company was virtually surrounded an . ) .
. . . Insfructions over the radio to company medic
jammed up against this further bunker system ~ : ]
ck OO6Sullivan; Mc K¢

and 12 platoons managed to fight back to . : .
again CHQ came under fire during these ra
platoon and CHQ and the company formed a sO . . . .
gnsmlssmns.( Mi ¢ k OdSul liwv

of allround defence measuring only aboutg . -
metres across. ThedZbattalion continued itsprewously awarded the Military Medal for def

) . rofessional service under fire, continued
assault in waves of troops. The regimental HQ R

3d battalion were pouring fire into the positio%:o egglonal skills. Gary McKay survived and v
the Military Cross.)
from above.

. The enemy attack went on till nea

The company was fast running out of. .
. . . midnight, and then suddenly they started
ammunition and had little protection. There wa : )
withdraw, and as it turned out, taking most of tf
every chance they were about to be overryn. : :
o ead and their wounded away with them. The
Because of the proximity of the enemy the

company could not use close air support, so Jmornlng, the enemy had gone. They had wol

ﬁzr;{l){tically throughout the hpurs of darkness
Tayl or made the deci on tl 0-[1 0oda
: . eyacuate their casualties and withdraw througl
artillery fire. And the gunners of 104 Battery m gckin forces alona prepared tracks which v
the difference, but the noise from the artiller g g prep

bombardment, combined with the small arms fslribsequently located by elements of the bat;

was deafening. So mu . earching the bunker area near the Nui Sao,

to his artillery forward observer, Lieutenant Greg .
near Nul

. Sao, the cutting of good tracks
Gilbert who was no more than 10 metres an%\%'llitate rapid redeployment of NVA units in t
Without comms) no guns! No guns and there was P ploy
a fair chance that the company would be overrun!!

(Continued 2dn
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Route 2/Nui Sao area and the detailed planriiygng? None other thantiNg/23Regiment!)
that was involved in the attempted ambush of an  Déja vu!!

Australian force, indicated that 33 NVA Regt In preparing this account of the Battle
intended to establish a base for future operatiNns Lei on 21 September 1971, | mu
in that area of Phudc Tuy provindde final acknowledge these are not solely my words

of
st
but

paragraph of the lvanhoe after action report rather they are an amalgam derived from four

says: 0o T her e /I s no d o u bparticutarivaritten wovkse Firgy, dront tkie incisi

retaliatory reaction by the APCs of 1 Troopb o o k , 6Last Outd writ
when ambushed on 20 September and thewarded the Military Cross for his leaders
aggressive action of B and D companies, withd ur i n g t he tour ; t he

plentiful close air and artillery support on 2Z1IFi ght i ng Fourt ho, whi

September 1971, (during this last major battlesfforts in 1971, prepared and edited by Bob Sé
fought by Australian troops), were responsibleCSC, t he battalionds
for forcing the NVA to abandon their efforts O6 Nei | | | t he battal:i

(which had been considerable) to harass theMc Kay 6 s 61 n Good Co
District, and to return to more secure Dowell, the D company support sectic
surroundings north of the Phuoc Tuy Province commander at the Battle of Nui Le, who gav
boundaryo. wonderful personal account of the battle a
There is also little doubt that, had it noommemorative ceremony and unveiling of
been for fire support from 104 Battery and Grglgaque in memory of Bob Hann, CQMS
Gil bertdés skills i n «erpanyih 4971 at the BribieslslapdoRSIL dn
being able to consult his map, and his subseqg8eptember 2018/ithout their words, | would not
corrections which kept the fire moving about thave been able to put this together.
perimeter; and the splendid commitment of the The maps are court
artillerymen at the gun positions, D CompaRy ed Fai r head 6 s ndEditmk),
might well have come under a coordinated atdck s ummary of operat.
on the night of 21 September. One can oRggiment in the Vietham War 1969 7 2 6 .
speculate what the outcome of that attack might DUTY FIRST!
have been. It was a very near thing.
The cost was high; 5 Australian killed Rostscript
action (KIA) and 30 wounded in action (WIA). Badly, Jerry Taylor passed away suddenly on
enemy bodies were recovered. Many more, asSaasday, 18 November 2017.
NVA practice, were taken from the battlefield. On 06 February 2018, Lieutenant Colonel Greg
(There is an interesting and ironic twis¥ todthisan Gi | bert ( Ret 06d
story. Many readers will recall, or have read of Oistireyyiktiesd Service Medal (DSM) in recognit
of the US 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regimeatf las #kdls and courage during the battle. At th
Battle of la Drang in the central highlands tiheébistlsuperiors opined that he was just doing
Vietnam that took place on Noveihben 385 at his job!
Landing Zone (LZ)}R&y. The battle was regarded as
thefirst major battle of the Vietnham War. Dethils efut enant Col onel Gr
battle were recounted by the CO at the time, LTCOL
(later LTGEN) Hal Moore in his book on the battle,
OWe Were Soldiers Onceé and Youngbo. The b
portrayed in the 2002 movi e, 60We Were Sol
Mel Gibson. Who was the enemy at the Battle of la
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V

l et nam Ve
Day 18

COMMEMORATI ON DAY
|l tds t hat ti me
when,

the creaking sounds of joints,
reminds me of amrdaden webbing,
tropical wetness,
jungles of translucent green,
of prickly heat,
and malarial madness;

but also of that strange connectivity,

A Ul

when loyalty and concerns for others, | mage of a Dead Man painfled b
links people,
to times and mates that forever last.
times where thoughts of distant families,
times when recoiling mechanisms, missing loved ones,
of unseen weapons, induce tears of recurring remorse,
to end a life, by the contented gurgling,
and induced a sol dier & $ndRyoiyof newyoyng lygs.g ht s
about human vulnerability, everywhere,
and the wrecking nature of warring strife. untainted!
Graeme Foley
26 |l ssue: August 2021
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The Last Anzac
Day?

| stood outside my lonely door
Not a soul or car in sight
But | held the flag up high
And watched the day come to light.
| thought about that year of war

And my mates who shared that strife,

Of the demons that steal my mind at nigh
Calmed by the loving support of my wife.

| recall how strong and proud | was But the darkness and anger never go

To answer my count r yT@esbhatiteield how isin my head.

As were others of that age | am but one but | know there are many

Though many have now drbenelyoheovhauaderstdod was igenny a
hall.

He is now gone, but | fight on.
My candle flickers in the wind

The night will come, the setting sun
My thoughts beget a sigh

Another battle to be won
With all the ment al pain | &6ve had

Is it better that | die?

My little dog nudges with his paw
Norm Jones
And looks at me with loving eyes

110 Signal Squadron Vietnam

P h heod tel | i
erhaps eds e 156'9/?09 me
Like in that war of years gone by

| should fight to stay alive.

| ssue: August 2021
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Wh at does Graham Edwa
The Long Shadow?

( Grahma mbolokunch speech)

T 1963 erass wark, 8 Sefuswg Atzoutl o1 fbisa o
10 woron wis eareed i (e Dt M aed

Graham Edwards (Hon Gr alf et I A R
|l ost both Il egs in a ming i 4 "
After rehabilitation,
at a Vietnam Veterans
He became a Minister
Australian State Gove
el ected as the Member
Feder al Parl i ament.
In 2010 Graham was ap
Counci |l of the Austra
In 2012, he was el ect
Australian State Pres "‘iﬁSlMUA’SWETﬂAM
Services League there i
9  VETERANS SINCE THE WAR

In 2016 he was Wester PETER YULE

) FOREWURD 8Y GENEBAL SIR PETER CASEROVE
Australian of the Yea 3 o O TR P
veterans.

Regardless of those rights or wrongs
facts are that young Australian men were ser
Above all, he has alwayq &®RBurnationin Vietham.
passionate in his suppoft ofnai§iaf " Sdhicemen, conscripts a

regulars together, served with great cour

And so very #®much more

determination, pride and professionalism. T
Graham Eddvar dg formed an enduring bond known only to tho
\ﬁho have faced adversity together.
C . .
In Vietham we were together in the great
tradition of Australian mateship.

bookaunch spee

Much has been written, spoken, debated and But whenwe came home we came home
argued about the righRknaondvidedwr ongs of Aust
involvement in the war in Vietnam. Certainly weeturned to the warm embrag
Much was argued too about the practiceadffamily and loved ones.
conscripting young men and sending them off to But outside of those close ties we w
fight in a foreign war which many considered wargely met with apathy, distain, the cold shou
none of Australi ads bofmdifferensesand in some cases hostility.
| have my own strong views about that war. Large numbers of veterans put a lid on th
Views gathered from my own involvement aadnot i ons adopti ng t hgé¢
views that are much more defined in retrospedo er e you woul dndt un
than they were at the time of my deployment with Over time these deeply buried emotia
7 RAR in 1970. manifest themselves in many ways. For some

the
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Graham
Edwar ds
I 4 Assaul t
,.L - Pi oneer |
’ : Pl atoon v
7RAR on its
- second tour
of duty 1in
Vi et nam.

Graham
Edwar ds

exploded in anger, violence, alcohol abuse, o f the Vietnam War a

more recently

re r

withdrawal or depression. continuing i ssues for Vet

Others sadly took their own lives. families and the communit

As an office employee of the Vietham facts about the i mpact| of
Veterans Counselling Service in Perthsaw post traumatic stress |diso
veterans daily as they presented looking for | ong term aspects are |[|itt
assistance, advice, understanding or simply a kind T h e Long Ssadsesw t he reco
supportive word. straight about the health

| saw in these veterans the same emotions| vet erans and reveals |a mo
often experienced myself. and completé picture.

| saw too the devastation to many families Setting the record straight has been
and | wondered at the common cause. something many Vietnam veterans have long

| also came to the conclusion | was mQfgmpaigned for.
fortunate than most. Crucially, Peter has based much of |his

My wounds were visible, recognisabjgyalytical work through the direct experiences of
accepted, treated and understood. dozens of veterans whose war time experiences

| saw the devastation and impact of Wgkre accepted as credible, authentic and treated

caused mental health disorders on |nd|V|dua|S\ﬁ.mq respect and genuine interest.
families and it became evident that not all the Byt Peter is also coldly precise and fore

‘§U”d5 of war are visible. _ in his examination of the Royal Commiss
that leads me into the introduction of Peighich favoured Monsanto and their befviighly

nNsic
on

Yul eds incredible andpafyiatéh’ Ut£ laWyars kagainst the under

An authoritative work that has focused @8sourced volunteers of the VVAA and th
these troubled timesnd a work that has beenderstaffed team who were so unjustly treate
crafted with compassion, care, considerat@uncil assisting the Royal Commission. .
eloquence and above all, Understanding. While the Royal Commission castiga

Indeed the inside cover of his authoritatigeyy A f o r t heir adver s
bookThe Long Shadays this: claims, the result of the Royal Commission

Quote: that Agent Orange was innocent.
0 he medical and psychol ogical | egaci €S (continued3@n

eir
d by
ted

ari a
was

page
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the bias of the Royal Commission, he is e
more clinical as he tears asunder and rips
shreds the section by FB Smith in Volume 3
the Official History of the Vietham War
published in 1994.

But before | go further into that | would lik
t o recount t he reaso
commissioned in the first place. | spoke
Graham Walker, a man | much admire and a 1
with great standing with the veteran commur
for his determined years of advocacy. Grah
reminded me of these points: quote.

However if Peter is forensic in his exposi l
|

dhere is a story too a )/

was written.
In the | ate 1970s the]| Vi
movement began a campaign

‘./'f ., %

i
—

et na vV e
I-rinlst i

o]
for a R

Commi ssi on into t he effects of their
exposure to herbicides (imbaliwditned Agengtreed was

| ud

Orange) and insecticides hwiyi IpSolt heh eat o interview
service in Vietnam. he would have realised tha
I'n 1983, the Royal Commji §stRB bwasst ANZAC traditio
established. a fair treat ment of t heir
The Royal Commi ssi on madger mEi ndi ngs
under two separate standarpds ambn@®soofmany ot helr f
one at the civil court S tsam @Gahrfda ioffe dp rto00 fmenti on t ha
the other under Repatri atCiogmmi kawomwhicalkti gated |t he
requires giving veterans ofheebenghst Afofairs for pu
the doubt . ways round obeying Repatrie
At ci vil court standard oOber avgeegdd i bty WERIi s shockin
Agent OridNmge Goil ty account, the veterans |begal
Under Repatriati on | aw, fhoorw etvheer ,O0f t hei al History t
Royal Commission found t wbwas duriagthis timesthat | was appointed
of cancer could be | i nane gerved shhyears enmthe @ouncil and was| able
exposure. to give support to that campaign.
ln 1994, Volume 3 of the IDdekdsdo kelsaidiihattwithoutthe enduring
was published. It i ncleffdrtsdof the Vietmam \deteransh Federation, Tim
the Agent Orange cont r dc€onsbe, since sadly passed away, and Graham
The author, academic Walkes thistwork byi Peterarule would never have
shocking flawed accouibeencommssiomed t he
veterans had no case and Indeed, ittwas not wrtit the appointment |of
motivated by greed. Brendan Nelson as Director of the Australian War
Smi &6h cl aim that the v demoraltlattheaatguments were finally accepted,
case was obviously wr ormgdthiswork commissioned.
Hi s claim that t he v e tAnd heres we ave today.
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Tim McCombe OAM Phil Thompson OAM

Peter, | believe througihe Long Shadow, an OAM in recognition for his work fo
you have delivered healing and vindication to the veterans but gratuitously claimed that he

was

Vietnam Veteran community, their familiesandin ér ecei ving irregul arly

particular to some of our early Vietham veteran benef i t s0

leaders and advocates. It is almost unbelievable that an official

You recognise the incredible work of the history could denigrate a veteran with no
late Tim McCombe in tenaciously pursuing supporting evidence and attempt to disguise
veteransod cl ai ms and wi he lackgof evidenge rbg giveng snisleadimgs s

| wish Tim was here today and | am sureif r ef erences. 0
he was, he would be effusive in his praise for your End of quote.
work. Rest in Peace Tim; Rest in Peace Phil.

Most importantly too | believe you have In conclusion Peter | cannot do justice to
reinstated honour and integrity to a former frieiydur incredible volume of work in the short time |
mentor, and champion of the cause of Vietnaiawe. | will reead your book and do it over more
veterans, the late Phil Thomson. time and assuredly more than once.

Phil was unfairly targeted, denigrated and But | want to say this:
mal igned in Smithodos vol Youework, Peter, will stand the test of time

| quote from The Long Shadow: and be an enduring, accurate, true reference tp the

6Some of t he per s opoatwar @malstaadachalengés mfi Vietnam wmetedans

were irrelevant and out of place in an officzadd their families.
history. Even more serious is the allegation Your book Peter is compelling
that Smith made about Phil Thompson. comprehensive, compassionate, sensitive
Phil served two tours, was wounded at Cdrahling.

and discharged after being diagnosed with On behalf of all Vietham veterans, their

and

cancer. families and loved ones | say thank you Peter and
Smith made no ment iyounteamfand mdwevithpnsch plgasure,w afficially

service or the fact that he was later awartled unchi ng The Long Sh

adoy
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- From the Editrs desk

Well hello all readers. | hope this Newsletter fin
you all in good health and covid free but pande
aware. Our sincerest condolences go out to
everyone who has lost a loved one or family fri
recently.

Join the list of veterans who have become aut
by telling us your stories in words and pictures.
The List (so far)
Al Wood

Ray O6Bori
Tomas Hamilton
Dave Clark

Garry Gleadhill

Bill Griffiths
Lachlan Irvine
Graham Munsell & Barry Hodges

Gary McKay (well known professional author)
Greg Shannon

Shayne Frew

lan Granland

Graeme Foley

Norm Jones

s® OO0OBrien

Send Contributions to
editor@vvfagranville.org

Or by snaimail to:

Editor

VVFA

PO Box 170

Granville NSW 2142

Note:We prefer contributions submitted byail
in Microsoft Word with imagesJREG or bitmap

Backlogs! It seems DVA have one rule, but we
have to abide by another.

The original Repatriation Department (la
renamed as DVA) was established in 1918 or
proposal of Senator Edward Millen, the fi

Mi ni ster for Rarmest attennpf
meet the nationds obl
gone down into the Va

This obligation required a strong repatriat
philosophy that acknowledged the special sac
tade by the armed forces in defence of Austrg
T"Q:onsequently, repatriation legislati
%%ablished the principle that the Austra

fan
Government had an obligation to sufficienty

rrgvide for those who risked everything and
much in serving their country.

There has been a set of basic principles,
[have underpinned the Australian repatri
system since its inception.
affirmed that Australia is indebted to those w
served in the armed forces and has a dut

are properly cared for on a long term basis;
benefits should be made available as a matt
right and not as a welfare handout, and in cas
doubt, the doubt should be resolved in favour
[those claiming to be entitled.

fraudsters, show us some respect for applying
Irights to claim, and if they doubt a medi

claimant. Not seek further medical opinion.
By the way, these exact same arguments
been raised by our organisation since 1975.

were suici di over C

ng

general public at the same age.
How long do we wait for yet another inquiry

afjon
These principles

er
the

St

Atd | O
I gal
[ 1 e
on

ifice
lia.

DN

st

ich

ho
to

lensure those that served, and their dependé¢nt's,

and
pr of
bs of
of

DVA must stop treating claimants like welfare

our
cal

opinion, delegates must rule in favour of the

have
Not

because there was a backlog, but because djggers

VA

and soldiers are suiciding at 5 times the rate of the

to

files. Jmake recommendations that may well be puf on
But if you candt d dthetbaclburnetjuseag sognany regoampengafions
We 6| | sort it out. of the recent report of the Productivi
So find those old letters, photos and [Commi ssion have been.|n
memories and think about having a go. The Editor
*kkkkkkkkk
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AVCAT/ VVPPAA
SPONSORED
AUSTRALIAN VETERANS' SCHOLARSHI P

CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST
Applications for 2022 Long Tan Bursariesand We at Vi etnam Veterans?®o
other sponsored scholarships open on 18 Peacemakersd Associ ation
August 2021, and close, at midnight 31 October Branch) Inc., (VWPPAA NSW), which is affiliated
2021. See AVCAT flyer on page 55 of this issue. with the Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia,

has for many years, sponsored Scholarships for
AVCAT scholarships are for the children and children or grandchildren of Vietnam Veterans|and
grandchildren of Australiansarving veterans. also Peacekeepers and Peacemakers who are
Long Tan Bursaries are for the children and deserving and in necessitous circumstances, to
grandchildren of Vietnam veterans and are fundedchieve a better level of education.
{)/yethte Q\UrSt;aLI]ag (gove’&n;n?ntat)iep;arstment of The Scholarship will help the recipients who may

' have otherwise been unable to achieve their

educational goals. This is the least we can do for
Most scholarships provide up to $4000 per year, the children of the veterans who have proudly
three years, to fitiime students at university, served their country.
TAFE college or registered training organisation.
To be eligible applicants must be: Presently the Association sponsors three (3)
 the child, stepchild, foster child or grandchild écholarships 6 Tim McCombe OAM
an Australian eserving veteran. Scholarship, Phil Thompson OAM Scholarship

, . , and Graham Walker AM Scholarshipyhich are

{ an Australian citizen or permanent resident.  5qyministered bXVCAT.
1 enrolled, or planning to enrol in 2022, in a full Our sponsored scholarships are mainly
time course at an Australian university, TAFE f unded from the proceed:
college or registered training organisation. Annual Raffl eo, so pleas

Raffle so we can conjtint

receiving, or be eligible to receive in 2022, a
Centrelink payment like Youth Allowance or an
equivalent meaitested educational payment. !
To apply you should conta¥CAT and request ~ Very much appreciated.

to be added to the expressions of interest registepyilliam (Bill) Roberts OAM, JP
Phone: 02 9213 7999 visit website or write to PO National Presidentd VVEA

Box K978 Haymarket, NSW 1280me Senior Vice Presidend VVPPAA NSW
scholarships have specific criteria, for further Director - AVCAT

information go t@vcat.org.au

children/grandchildren with Scholarships for many
more years to come. Your support in the past is
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FI RST I N AND LAST

By Ray (Boris) OO6Brie

Jist after Christmas 2020 my good friend, fiind
Billy, also 1 RAR first tour, rings me frpm
Melbourne and suggests | write a story aboyt my
trips on the HMAS Sydney. | was the only Infgntry
soldier to go over, (to Vietnam), on the first frip,
with 1 RAR in 1965, and return home with thg last
battalion to leave, (with) 4 RAR/NZ in 1971.
Taxing my memory, | remember back to|mid

-April 1965. We were on B Coy parade groupd at

Holsworthy, (Sydney NSW), the CSM was tglling

us not to believe anything that was written i§ the

Sydney newspapers about 1 RAR goinp to

Vietnam. 6lt was all gar bage. I have just

b ot

new car, and | wouldnoét have bought it if

being posted overseas g al the French surrendered. They got a

On 29" April 1965 the Prime Minister Okeyere arse kicking by the Viet Minh, now
Australia, Mr Robert Menzies, announces Austrg,li@my the Viet Cong.

is sending a combat battalion to Vietnam to assist jyst after midnight on 28Mlay 1965 we

the US Forces, and the Battalion would be 1 R&Rck out of Sydney. We left Holsworthy Arr
from Holsworthy in Syg@shgiKthe bAck & BoSered ¥k dh& budks
buy a brand new car ? GaeddX So bAnbsCor baghMpladifly, nB Wee
parade. No Takers. wives or girlfriends, kids or loved ones. We

Some diggers in the Company on learnjgg under the cover of darkness. It was like
the news that we were going to Vietnam WEHBvernment was keeping our departure a gig

asking questions about the place and the enemd¥eflet and nrone was to know we had snu
said | remember about 2 or 3 years ago we hag\,@éy

old soldier in our Platoon, he must have been When we arrived at the ship we were shc

nearly 40 years old, he was a German nagigdviess Deck, how to put up our hammocks
Heinz Grabowski, and he had served in Vietngmy briefing, and up came the anchor and

with the French Foreign Legion. Heinzwas abgut j | e d of f . | t hi nk v
to parachute into Dien Bien Phu after their 56 dgy of equipment and vehicles, stacks of
siege, but the red | iigé"'&s,cafnﬁeo'ﬁa§'f"él hepndip

the jump. Saved his life as the camp was overrun

(Continued 3d&n
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