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Established in 2001, our team of lawyers
provide clients with high levels of personal
service and professional representation in
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KCT'’s experience and expertise has led to them being
a respected voice in Military and Commonwealth
compensation, advocating for Veterans and families
for 27 years'
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Coroner's inquests
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MEMBERSHIP

Bel ongi ng
Advocacy
Success

VI ETNAM VETBRERERATI O]

of AUSTRALI A I nc.

Incorporating

Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and
Peacemakers Association of Australia (NSW
Branch ) Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Queensland Branch
Inc.

Veteran Support Centre NQ Inc Townsville

Vietnam Veterans & Veterans Federation ACT
Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Victorian Branch
Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation South Australian
Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia WA
Branch.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee:

National President ~ William Roberts OAM
NSW State President Frank Cole

QIld State President
FNQ President lan Bowron
ACT State President Ward Gainey

Peter Handy

| Membership is due on 1 January each year.

(July 1 for Queensland members)

M embership to our organisation empowers
a team to achieve much within the

veteran community, by assisting veterans with
claims and applications on a wide spectrum of
government provided avenues of compensation
and benefits across 3 Acts of parliament.

Each as an individual is ineffective when
lobbying governments for change, or to am¢nd
an injustice. Together as an organisation, with a
strong membership we are able to, and have
done, improve pathways for better treatment of
veterans.

We survive as an organisation on the stremgth
of our membership, and even if you have won
the battle with Veterans Affairs (DVA), there|is
always the risk of changes in Governmgent
policy which may erode benefits and pensiEns
or changes to eligibility entittlements.

We encourage membership from all who

support our objectives, veterans, service and ex
service members, as well as-wwows and
their families. You

or exmember of the Australian Defence Forges
(ADF). In most instances, anyone may join pur
organisation, with few exceptions, so why pot
enquire today.

It is through our membership subscriptions,
fund raising activities and many kind donatipns
from our members, and general public, that|we
are able to continue supporting our fellpw

Vic State President  John Arnold OAM Veterans and Service members in need, |and
. . meet our increasing welfare and pendion
SA State president  Mal Thiele workload.
WA State President  Milton Kirk JP Should you be able to help with a donation| or
Research Officer Graham Walker AM leave a bequest in your Will, it would e
extremely beneficial and greatly appreciated
We thank you for yaour
|l ssue: July 2023 2
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Advertise i n our News | et

Best rates goi|lng

Australian Military|[Associat
reunions and contactl |[notices
FREE!
Corporate Rat egs:
(Monochrome, grayscale, black/white only

Full Page $660
Half Page $330
(Prices include GST) TWO OF OUR OWN
10% Discount applied to campaigns that rup HONOURED I N FI|IRST
consecutively for 3 or more issues. KI NG CHARLES 111
Contact the Editor Bl RTHDAY AWARDS

always open to negotiation

) i We acknowledge and pass on our fervent
editor@vvfagranville.org

congratulations to the following:

Mr John Arnold OAM-Victorian State
5F"Anniversar y of President. For service to the welfare of veterans.

of Austd aVi@at nam Mrs Lorraine Burt OAM-Secretary Clarence
Valley NSW SuBranch
For service to veterans and their families.

Look out for a three part television
series on Austral

the ABC.

| NS RAFFLE
WINNERS ARE

CLOSBFF DATE FOR
DECEMBER 2023 | $9

1 NOVEMBER 20238

For items of publ i ¢a
editor@vvfagranvil

COPYRIGHT NOTICE ©

Copyright of all original material in The Vietnam Veterans Newsletter i$
held by the author and should not be reproduced for profit without the
permission of the author. Reproduction for-poofit newsletters, military
archives or study purposes in proper context is allowable but
acknowledgement of the author and source should be made.
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Falr go ®rgameg?

The Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) This is a gross inequality, that of course, can

is the second level of appeal in the Repatriatinfairly effect the outcome of the appeal.
system. Veterans who believe their applications to HKIAKA KKK

DVA for disability compensation have be&fetnam veteran Level 4 Advocate Ross Du

wrongly rejected can appeal those decisions t@JRf1 (12 Field Regiment) identifies the sa
AAT. gross inequality of legal resources and believe
At the AAT the vet @igparfy{gettiBgdvdrgea! i s oppo

by DVA-hired lawyers from prestigious law firms.  Ross says that when he is representin
Senator Jacqui Lambie was concerned {géran at AAT hearings he can be pitted agai
there was a fundamental injustice in the way DM -hired senior litigation expert from
was going about confronting veterans at Afyfestigious law firm. At other times he can
hearings. opposed by highly experienced litigators from
Its was Question Time in the Senate on Zgstralian Government Solicitor (AGS). Ross V
October 2019. recently opposed by the head of a section of A
Senator Lambie asked a3HR8Ivas RAighOdlel Expefiende Vihe |
spend on legal costs with respect to the Afffv and AGS lawyers have legal assista
application relating sePetaMt chrhpiert dystemd, highal | rést

94 year old veteran, Mr Thurlow, hagftware, etc that Ross and others represen
applied to DVA for an Extreme Disablemegkterans can only dream of.

Adjustment. It was a case that had two days of Ross points out that the veteran will ofte

hearings over several months but took aboyr@sent a medical report from the treating doc
year to resolve. or psychiatrist; a report based on a ga

The answer to Senakhdwledgd aofbthee Asterafl U tert imén
was that DVA had spent some $73,000 on lawygFsultations. The AAT can send the veterar
and other [l egal 1 esoUtef &Roicd &f QoBtdr OwhSse MdportT hh:
appeal. introduce doubt. Not only might opposing ¢

The lawyers acting for Mr Thurlow, Gregoubting opinions result from only one shc

Isolani of KCI Lawyers, restricted to Legal Addnsultation but, Ross argues, often result fr
rateS, Spent Only round $14,000 t he W a y DVAOSs | aw y er s
This huge disparity is not unusual. Veterans and their lay advocates or legal

l ndeed it has been aesteirmatdepty gt hatav@VAQ
hired private law firm teams of barristers aggther reports to support their case, and eve
solicitors are paid, for AAT cases, round fiven ey managed to get
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A FAIR GO OR A MUG'S GAME?

Administrative
/ Appeals Tribunal

K23/22
SO on. 1 Not take advantage of a claimant
The inequality in funding has other who lacks the resources to litigate
ramifications. a legitimate claim.

At AAT hearings the DVAired |awyerS So DVAO® S behaviour at

will often have assistants to take notes. Not SofRgyir, harsh and certainly not that of a Model
Legal Aid lawyer and lay advocates. This makgsant.

the veterands represent plyian6g0dsydfod rMmMughalaide
Transcripts are sometimes needed. Butghg enef i ci al 8 nature of v
AAT does not provide them. That service b enefi ci al 8 means is th

been outsourced and is expensive such that {it$ as generously as the law allows, not exposed

beyond many veterans. DVA hired lawyers have@ a3 mu g6s game such |as t

no such financial restrictions. ———
DVA hired lawyers may have lined up a ligiere is a chance now to remedy this unfairess.

of expert witnesses to appear at a hearing, costing The government is disbanding the presen
many thousands of dollars. The AAT puts MUEAT and establishing a new one.

—

weight on the evidence of such witnesses. Butthe | t j s doing this becau
veteran often simply cannot afford such witnesses$, e boys?d t hat has r e
Frkdkkkkkokk effectiveness and credibility.

Apart from these inequalities not giving veterans a Regardless of the rights or wrongs of this

fair go, this disparity ignores the governmamngument, it is a chance to ensure that the new

policy for its depar tANdoperatestanthelmrginad de was suppbsedto g
This policy is founded upon the concepts € as not to allow this inequality to continue.

behaving ethically, fairly and honestly so as to Fk AR AKRA
model best practice in litigation. Under the poliglie \VWVFA has made a submission asking for this
government agencies are required to: change. n

1 Deal with claims promptly.

|l ssue: July 2023 7
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MY CANUNG

lan Granland OAM JP

As part of military preparation to go to Vietnafmnniest moments | had been involved in dur
each soldier had to undergo a two week traimmgtwo years in the army.
programme which specialised in jungle warfare After the third time the bus stopped tt
also touching on fitness, indoctrination addver couldn't get it started and we were all for
general information about what to expect at tbeé'debus” and push the vehicle for a clutch g
sharp end. in order for it to get going.

This was held at t he IfAyouncpuidsmadine A0Qyddd soldiersaall
Facility at Canungra in south east Queenslangdoigesters (army regulation dress, without ¢
the upper Coomera River Valley between pushing an interstate coach along the main P
Darlington and Beechmont Ranges and knowrHaghway in the middle of nowhere in the dark
Kokoda Barracks. It was established in 1942ftahe night, then you'd think you'd have s¢
prepare troops for combat in the South Westerything.

Pacific Area in Army jungle warfare and infartry**
training, however closed from 184854, It was Canungra is situated west of Surfers Paradi
reactivated during the Vietham War (60s and 7@s. mountain ranges and the road in was qu

Everyone from the clerks in Saigon to thiee.
welktrained grunts in the field had to undergo this As soon as the bus stopped there w
education and if the nominees were used to a slawant officers and sergeants all yelling
life beforehand, Canungra certainly sorted thamnbers), and they didn't care who they yelle
out. 0Get 0 u tLine ypeover lene,t move,

OQur bus |l eft from Holbl&medwasndrgspedtior raBkytiemr.e y
southwest, late one afternoon in October 1969. We were all shown to our tents where
On it were soldiers from different Corps o&nks bunked in together. | think there was ak
various ranks. 8 in our tent and yes, it was a bit crowded.

The vehicle was pretty full and we soon There was a captain in our tent, whom
pressed on into the night, heading north. staff at the training centre appeared to know d

It wasn't long before we realised we wereniall. He was in the Infantry Corps and was
for a long trip. The coach, from a wealbwn bus from a yes sir, no sir three bags full soldier.
company, was not in the greatest of mechanical Every time we went somewhere or (
condition and only after a couple of hours teemething he knew the answers. | nicknamed
engine started to throw in the towel. God, and it stuck.

This condition resulted in one of the He had no modesty and revelled in his 1
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Great photo taken by Corporal Mar k Doran, D

epar

pseudonym and never did he pull any rank ordh#arrassment of going all through the "w
like whilst we were together; rather, he was @astt you soldier" and "go up again and show y
one of the boys and really, just like a big kid. mates how it's done".

Arrival time was early morning and after we One thing the instructors continually he
settled we ate (the tucker was spot on. In factdher our heads was the fact that if we failed
sergeant cook at the unit was later transferredaiarse or weren't up to scratch we would rem
our unit at 104 Signal Squadron, Nui Dat.), thehahind to undergo another two weeks with t
was the issue of weapons. next class to come in.

hy
our

d
the
ain
he

Some of us had brought our unit issue SLRs Of course this was all bullshit and used as a

and some hadn't. Those who were withdbtg stick” to make us do our best.

weapons were issued a rifle for their stay at the What we did was hard physical work. Up

centre. early and knocking off late whilst we resided

It was round about then that | teamed wamp.
with a corporal, nicknamed Rusty (I forget his real All the overweight diggers soon shed mu
name), a regular soldier and member of df¢heir excess fat and at meal times everythin
RAASC. In fact he was a driver. | later learntlué plate was consumed with little waste;
an extremely funny but dangerous incident he wdgation of how much energy they were burn
involved in whilst overseas. up.

Over the next couple of days it was practice, The camp boozer was something else.
practice, practice. wor ked hard and some

| have never been able to master climbingalised Rusty liked his drink. By Christ some
ropes as an exercise and had to endure the (Continued1gn g

in
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j on

an
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those blokes got pissed, and that was every nigbturned to the unit.

At one time during our training we were bl
required to cross a river fully geared up. The d@nlying the course we had to go out bush for five
condition was thdtthose people who have a rifldagsuedenhance our jungle training.
from Canungara will leave it on the banks and com&btulr than suffer the indignation of having
after you cross the river to retri@wigeitbbviously to eat the food from the uninviting Aussie Ratjon
they didn't want their weapons continuaPacks, Rusty and myself made our way to| the
affected by water. unit's shop/canteen; an area way out of bounds

At that stage made suremy weapon wasfor those training like ourselves. It was only|for
Canungra issue and told the instructors so. tl@f staff who were posted at Canungra.
course it wasndt but | There wé tpurchasedt alltod lifesp ldtle d |
after the exercise cleaning the thing. luxuries, like baked beans, spaghetti etc, to

Somewhere during the time we were thetgplement our proposed meagre diet.
we were given a day off and trucked down to With these all hidden away in our packs|we
Surfers Paradise where we simply filled oursédeasded some World War Il trucks (yes, they |still
with grog then picked up in the afternoon ahdd some left, even in 1969) and were taken miles

|l ssue: July 2023 10
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away from camp to undergo this intense partoaf sergeant in charge, to bring up all my lur
our jungle preparation. on the side of the road. You know, | have ne
As a bonus, we were issued a new, Nawen able to eat anchovies since.
Zealand made dehydrated ration which the Army Upon arrival at the extremities of the ba
was trialling. It was different and a lot more tasty were rested and it was at that stage th
than the Australian issue which we thought maticed a number of top brass reviewing wha
would have to endure. thought was some type of weapons training, |
First night out was the normal thing, picqueter the hill in front.
duty etc. etc. however one digger fractured his leg We were not told and had no idea what w
when he was making his way to his station andyfathg on. However our turn was next and as
down a weapon pit in the pitch black. all stood up, our leader explained that we w
At the end of day two, some of the soldieabout to negotiate a simulated mine field ove
started to complain that they were getting the rulstance of approximately 200 metres. We ha
apparently from the new rations. run from one side to the other whilst re
The problem spread and about half of tle&plosions took place all around us and an
platoon had gone down with it, except Rusty &NtV Il Vickers machine gun blasted away frg
myself. Word was that they were going the hill in front and about 50 metres over o
terminate the exercise for those suffering from kfeads. | was hoping they were blanks.
condition and return them to base. This was all very daunting, but to a man,
Immediately Rusty and myself found wee could see was the finish line at the far sid¢
"had" the symptoms and joined the growing listtieis mine field and we all ran like hell, albeit i
sufferers. stooped fashion to ay
The training was wound down and thehich seemed to be piercing the air not all t
trucks reappeared to return us to Canungra. big a distance above.

Strangely though we passed through the | must admit some of the soldier
camp and continued for miles on the other sideabsolutely froze under these conditiodis
When we stopped we were all orderedhhcmonest | vy, I coul dnot

"debus" (love that word) and eat prior tmbsolutely simulated exercise, but | can cle
embarking on what we were told was a 26 meleall grabbing one fellow who at the time, W

forced march (something between a fast walk @ading love to the ground in front and shittir
a jog) back to base where we would be pmself. | half dragged him to the finish lin
through some rigorous coalface experience. 0 F @$k mate, 6 | sai d,
For my meal, | selected from my pack some Fkkkk
delights which | had purchased from the bddeat was about the end of our training there. §
canteen; a tin of anchovies and washed it dowen it was quite different than the every d
with copious quantities of water. bullshit life | was enduring at Ingleburn.
We all went in platoon order anditseemed |t 6s funny, at the
to take forever half running half walking along these blokes with whom you became reason
dusty road back to the camp. good friends, then, t

It took in the vicinity of 2 hours to cover thevhich this time did not break down and back
distance and half way through | could feel ®Bydney, most probably never to see these pe
anchovies mixing not too well with my stomaewer again.
juices.

Suddenly | found I couldn't hold them down
any longer and had to stop, much to the chagrihag n Gr anl and OAM JPn
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(16 MAYCDMM3 SSI ONER NI CK KALDAS APM, Royal Commi ssi

What the Royal Comm

(and hg didrme his words)

1]

This Royal Commission was establishedvéterans and their families or, indeed, to death
July 2021 to investigate the high rates of suisideide' (end of quote)
and suicidality among Australia's military Sk kA

community. 1600 suicides between 1997 Wéj note that it was way back in the Decen

on

s by

ber

2020, that's more than 20 times the number k'ﬂ%_dLG edition of this magazine that a major article

in active service over roughly the same period, L published titleStop Downplaying Military
iS unquestionably aational tragedy and we Suicides

remain very concerned that that ) .
y And it was way back in the

troubling number does npt "Mo st of t IB‘eQe

include all members and veterans . ) : )
who have served over thistimd. T € € 0 MMeé n d a|tmagarinedhat it was noted:

" : 6 AN A US T R A LDefanke
Tragically, rarely week wer e N €V Erhice survey reveals that

goes by that this Roypl ooy j g e d o pur veynger \gterans are
Commission isn't alerted to the " suffering concerning rates

untimely death of another servjngS | MPp 1y 179 NP rp&elbiogical  stress

or exserving member. As we including PTSD. T
have said before, many other inquiries related to surprise; the war in

this issue have preceded this Royal Commission, Afghanistan is, in many ways,

resulting in 57 reports, with over 750 strikingly similar: to the

Vietnam war. Add to that the

recommendations being delivered over the past . .
multiple deployments in life

20 years._ Most of thosg reco_mmendatlons were threatening conditions many

never actioned or were simply ignored. soldiers are experiencing and
"The stark reality is that the failure to act by the survey results are to be

successive governments, Defence and other expected. 0

agencies, for whatever reason, has cost lives. So warning of the unfolding tragedy went

mY

C

mb&r 2011 edition of this

hat

There has been a significant lack of accountaljlipf 4t |east as far as 2011 (and probably further).

at all levels of government, the Defence chain of But DVA seemingly just ignored it.
command, as well as DVA. We remain

concerned that the ADF does not fully accept its

contributing role to the moral, mental and

*kkkkkkkkk

physical suffering of some serving members, (Continued1a@n b
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Royal
Commi ssi onler
Ni ck Kal das

APM

Chair of +the

Royal
Commi ssi on
i nto Veteran
and ADF Suijci d

The Vietnam veteran movement has battled #48d work identifying areas where increased help

DVA and government attitude for more than forfy@s warranted.
years. But the government was ready. It declared

Without exservice organisations battlingpat any changes to the TPI Pension had tq be

this mindset, the outcomes would be evenworsi t hin the ‘existing (0fi
So how do they get away with it? words, even if deficiencies were identified, their

DVA and the government have a bag ggmedy could not increase the cost to the budget.
dirty tricks they often use. This, of course, was ridiculous. If you set|up
Here is an example. an enquiry to identify possible deficiencies, [and

The 2004 Federal election was not far gficiencies are found, they will obviously cost
and the TPI Federation National President BIIgn€y to rectify. - o
Ryan was leading a campaign (strongly supported Wlth this ridiculous I‘eStI‘.ICtIOI’l, the Clarke
by the VVFA) to rectify an inadequate THENQuiries good recommendations could only| be
pension. implemented if the Ildeng TPl Pension was

The campaign was gathering veteran &88sed at age 65, a completely unacceptable
media interest, threatening to damage R§®alty.
governmentdos el ection c @Mmpativasgthe real reasonthe promisewas

The government reacted by offering to hdiade to hold the enquiry? Was it simply to quieten
an enquiry after the election. This effectivel) € Bl ue Ryands campaign
closed down Bl ue Ry andnteptionptremedyigg any inadequacies found

After the election the governmergfter the election?
established the Clarke Enquiry which did some Fkkkk Ak kA

(Continuedllen page
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Il N session

There was, too, the notorious case someyearsagoDVA r epeat sNoworieevil bea nt r a

of the O6missing sent ewocresbe of f 0
The VVFA had sought a document through Byt that is a misleading statement.

a Freedom of Information request. It is misleading because whilst there will| be
DVA had objected to its release but wag change for existing pensioners, new claimants
overruled. may be worse off under the new harmonised

The VVFA received the document frorgcheme than they would have been under the old
DVA. But at the same time a copy of the sagieme.
document ofell off the #PhatGbulddé aiad dufcding todthis new

Comparing the two copies showed that t§éheme. What is required is a statement from
document delivered by DVA had a vital senteppga that:

removed. No claimant under the new harmonised

VVFAGs official c o mp | ggnkmet willl 5eSwolsd ©ff thdn”the)DVA
being instructed to deliver the full article and to \yould have been under the old scheme.

apologise.

Whilst the full article was delivered, the ' ' S€eéms DVA doesnot w
to be built round this guarantee, but want to hide
apology never was.

that unsavoury fact.
We were hoping that the current DVA was
Currently DVA is overseeing the harmonisatigining over a new leaf. Indeed, there were
of t he t hree vet er anngifations didnipvea® sat i on schemes
currently in use, into one new scheme. It seems, sadly, we we

*kkkkkkkkk
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How coul d this di sast e

'?"'\";'v'f»Jv-‘ & "’..*ﬁ"’. - -

R AR
Extract el N

Graham Edwards, the machine gunner |in ot > _.: ol Yoot S
Corporal DeBomforddos [3 ﬂ\ —9
top of the APC. When the vehicle stopped |he |25 : ' Bl \""‘H’
heard what he thought might have been [the| v S gy
CO6s voice calling dqvf ¥ I

men off that bloody track and get going'. The | =
CO, Lieutenant Colonel Ron Grey, wps
apparently circling u
Edwards was in the leading assault section|an

was apprehensive because the Pioneers| h '
been warned they were going into a posgibl

mined area. As he alighted from the APC,| hefg:\| N} dild duol GLild

was held back for a few moments as he assjst

his Numbes2 on the machine gun, who had
gotten a belt of ammunition caught on the top
of the vehicle. On catching up with the othdrs,
Edwards was on the lookout for a good flre
position for his gun in the event of a contact. | 1© 9et your copy simply ring the

Thus obreading the gr|ounNP¥ BRnch (Gragvifle Office, om; ¢
02 9682 1788 or order -bne at

www.vvfagranville.org.

behi nd DeBomf or dos

M16 mine jump &aboufs Fa A R Vs 2ja nd

@ s
i 5
'S A
legs. DeBomford and Private Ros Gillis ' £

|l ess seriously woun deheE
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT'S

=3 =

'REPORT

Our Nati onal Executi ve| m

A\ "4
—

and di scusses Aged Car ¢

Aged Care is unfortunately of concern to all This means that Aged Care homes may not
Vietnam veterans, the youngestof us beingin®uh ow of t he veterands| sert
mid 70s. to receive acknowledgement (such as on

In June, a team from our National Office ikommemoration days) that the legislation
Granville along with rhandatesslealingedne kainy urtgbrediated ang .
gathered in Adelaide for our Annual General isolated.
Meeting. This failure can go unchecked because DVA

Aged Care was dominant among our has no role in checking to see if veterans are being
considerations. properly treated.

On day one we spent some hours with the In the past, intending to visit veterans in
CEO of RSL Care, an acknowledged Aged Caraged Care homes to overcome this deficiency, we
expert. On day two we had discussions with D\é&ked DVA to give us the location of the veterans
Deputy Commissioner, Janice Silby, who, of  they knew of. DVA, however, were unable to
course, is an expert in the field. comply claiming privacy concerns.

Our conclusion is that, the Aged Care
arrangements for veterans, as well as suffering the
present dysfunction of the general Aged Care
system, has additional unsatisfactory aspects just
for us.

It starts like this. When veterans who are
under the care of DVA enter Aged Care they
become the responsibility of the Department of
Health, except for any pension entitlements which
remain the responsibility of DVA.

This can create some complexity as the list
of DVA entitlements the veteran has been Also necessary is aligning of Department of
enjoying is not the same as the Department of Health entitlements to DVA entitlements.
Healthds | ist. What is vital is that none of us is left

But more importantly, on entering Aged isolated and unappreciated in the last years of our
Care, veterans are nolvesasked to 6tick a bagxé
signifying veteran status, despite the legislation (see Letters to the Editor for a personal
specifying 6veter ansdexperesce)la group (along with
others) with special needs. bkl

How can we improve the system?

1. Il dentify veterans by
entering Aged Care and veterans
being asked if they would like veteran
visits.
Aged Care homes then advises DVA.
DVA, in turn, advises &ervice
organisations.

4. Ex-service organisation then send
welfare representatives to visit.

|l ssue: July 2023 16
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As at 30 April 2023 there were 73,799 compensation claims that were received by DVA but nt yet
decided. This is an outrageously large number. The processing times for most claims was bejween a

little under and a little over a year; an outrageously long delay.

We know that DVA is genuinely doing all it can to reduce this backlog but the question r¢mains
how DVA could have allowed it to accumulate to such a huge number.
Charging for help with disability Vietnam Forces National Memorial on Anzac
pension claims Parade, on Friday 18 August 2023.
There is a worrying trend. The commemorative service will be
services and charging a fee. Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and streamed
These fees are not small amounts just%d' | i ne. 0

cover some expenses, they are substantial feesWe have been advocating for an eminent

designed to make handsome profits. Vietnam veteran such as General Cosgrove

or

These outfits are charging fees either a$"gham Edwards give the main address but our
percentage of any payouts or directly. In one ¢4§8es have been rejected. The rejection was

it is 5% of a lurmysum payout or $250 per claim. P @se€d on o6protocol 6.
Thatés a | ot of moneyBut protocol is not unchanging of

The VVFA has never charged a fee for tHBchangeable. Itis subject to common sense.

help it gives to veterans and war widows |t amounts to an inflexible, hiieund
submitting disability claims. DVA unresponsive to those it claims to serve.

*kkkkkkkkk

There are other eservice organisations
whose help is free and some that chargeVédmat are they trying to hide?

acceptable small fee to help cover some costs.Recommendation 7 of the Suicide Royal
Our free service and that of some other eXommission interim report is: Provide exemption

service organisations are backed by yeargroph parliamentary privilege.

experience and records of success. Parliamentary privilege means that the

So why would a veteran pay for a servigeyal Commission is barred from seeing cert
they can get from experienced and succesgdernment documents.

ain

advocates free elsewhere. This means it cannot see how government

| can only think that a lot of veterans do ngkcisions are made which may be relevant
know about the free services available. understanding veteran and ADF suicides.

Perhaps members of the military should be The Royal Commission says on this issue:

given a brochure about the free services on

) 6Despite our clear
discharge.

*kkkkkkkkk

privilege and public interest immunity

to

claims have seriously, adversely constrained

50th Anniversary Commemoration of the end our ability to inquire into- and receive the

of Australiads parti ci méckska®yNeviderte ftom epriorVincRitie8 a m

war. conducted by and for parliament and t
e Department of Vet erexamgnégovarhnheatidacisomii Inlg .
a televised commemorative service to mark the | s dparliamentary

50t h anniversary of ubtdehiemd | ypwfhi despoal|

involvement in the Vietham War at the Australian

|l ssue: July 2023 17
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Vietnam veteran and professipne
wrote what i s now a c$apaitci biof
i n the VidgheaM wanel d
Here is hi.s next bopk
Weaving of Worl ds: a Day on
Cle d'Yeu
One day in 2012, Greg Lockhart, who is a
Vietnamveteran, visited 86 Yeu, the _French

island in the Bay of Biscay. And there, travelling Pages 131
on the other side of the world, he came across| cost $24.90
stories from the island's past that linked him bgck

to ANZAC and to higxperience in the Vietham
War. The island had been the site of several ,
events that resonate in Australian military hist rymm

To Buy: on line:

https://www.booktopia.com.au/search.ep?

occupation by British Red Coats in the distant

keywords=Greg+Lockhart+Weaving+of+wor

past, a German U boat attack off its coast in 1917

ds&productType=917504

the dramatic crash of a British Bomber Comman
aircraft on it in 1942, and, with the German defeat

in 1945, the Vichy | eagadordYsis

and imprisonment in the Fortress there. In 194

U

' Or: https://www.wob.com/erau/books/greg

s hal P®t ai n 0 9

the dispatch of the French Expeditionary Forca,

lockhart/weavinapf-worlds/9780645472516

which initiated the long Thige ar War I n

Vietnam, is woven into the travel story too; it was
the antecedent of the Australian Force, Vietham.

Also a story of friendship and de&@#eaving of
Worldss published by Reading Sideways Press in
Leiden, The Netherlands.

|l ssue: July 2023
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Gre
[.ockhart

An extract

60ne more puzzle seal

About a kilometre due west from the cemetery,
through the forest, but a few kilometres way by
road, is Fort de Pierre Levée. It is where formei
Marshal Pétain was detained during the last si
years of his life.

O0We remain silent as
spiky tree line; the subject, still unsettled in Fre

hi story, is the Mar sh
defilement of his dignified, though deliberately S s
misalilgned tomb, which was waiting for us tod: P i

bears out t hat unease
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We somet i m
forget Jus
brave and

some of 0 |

comrades I n

have been

Just what d

Victoria Crouss
Kevin Wheat]|l\

<

Wi nners do %+—e—earn

) Captain Felix Fazekas were positioké¢akrant
t heil r ad W aA [ offiteSwvheatley reported contact with the Viet
Cong which quickly turned to a request for
O . assistance. Captain Fazekas immediately orga
n 28 May, while ARVN troops were help and personally fought towards the action
engagingelements of a trapped enemy dattalionyyea. He then received another message from
young girl ran into the crossfire. With no regaquheaﬂey saying Warrant Officer Swanton had
for his own safety, Wheatley ran to save the chilgen hit in the chest and requested an air strik
leaving them both exposed to the firing bullets.5q casualty assistance. Although told by med
Using his body as a shield, he managed to carggsjstance that Swanton was dying, Wheatley
her to safety. These actions, although not  (efysed to abandon his comrade. While under
recognised for an award, were included in an qq;_rg(,y machine gun and automatic rifle fire, he
draft of his Victoria Cross (VC) citation. dragged, half carried Swanton to the open rice
It was in Wheatley's final moments on 13 y5qdies, some 200 metres away. Although his
November 1965 that his magnificent courage Waste was dying, he still refused to leave him a
recognised. instead was seen to pull the pins from two
Following a Viethamese Civil Irregular renades and awaited for the enemy.
Defence Group company commencing a searc% Their bodies were found at first light the

and destroy mission in the Tra Bong Valley, a next morning, with Warrant Officer Wheatley
mere 15km east of where Wheatley and his A |ying beside Warrant Officer Swanfon

Team with the 5th Special Forces Group under _
(from the AWM welsite)

nised

e
ical

half

nd
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NSW STATE BRANCH HQ & BANKSTOWN S
CLUB ARE COMBI NI NG ONCE AGAI N [TO
SYDNEY VI ETNAM VETERANS DAY

COMMEMORATI VE SERVI CE AND FUNCTI O

HELD I N THE SPORTS CLUB GRAND
FRI DAY 18 AUGUST 2023

It is hoped that this major event will take place as planned and that we may all come together
once more to share our memories and rekindle old mateships.

The usual itinerary of service will take place as before and we remind intending parties of the
following:

0900hrs Doors open. Meet & Greet at the Grand Ballroom entry hall.
Bar opens 0900hrs to 1015hrs (at the discretion of management ) and closed for the
1030hrs  Memorial Service with Padreéd Chaplain, Captain Frank Wang
Guest Speaker: Chief Commissioner Stacey Kruck (Rtd) OBE OAEverymans
(Service scheduled for approximately 40 to 45 minutes)
1150hrs Entrance to Grand Ballroom & function proper
1200hrs Entertainment will be provided by the Williams Brothergsubject to confirmation)
Admission: $50.00 per person. Tables of eight are available. Check when ordering.

Accommodation with Mercure Hotel, Bankstown, adjacent to the Sports Club is to be by privat
consultation, and the rates offered are to be advised. Breakfast at your own volition. Make sur
you mention this function when making your booking. Contact the Mercure Bankstown
booking on 02 8111 7100, directly, and quote this event.

Any further enquiry, and to book your table/ticket, is available from the Granville office
Phone: 02 9682 1788. Email: accounts@vvfagranville.org

Keep watching our NSW website for updates prior to the event. www.vvfagranviile.org.

B Service

¢

()
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Vi etnam VebdbRtr@amise s

From |l etters diaries and mem

Dat Do Stel e

By Vietnam veteran, film maker
Wal ter Pear son

New Shrines Emerge in Old Phuoc Tuy

I n the province we called Phuoc Tuy, af
more than half a century, two new shrif
have emerged acknowledging an Austrg
presence in the conflict where, in the p —
Viethamese memorials have avoic 3 IS
mention of the Uc Dai Loi. o :

The more recent construction is
the southern part of Dat Do Town within T
hundred metres of the site of a mi :
incident on 15 June 1969 that killed th
and wounded twenty two.

The stele in that building refers ,
what the Vietnamese call the Battle of
Chom Dau. It appears to be a Viethamese version
of what historian Greg Lockhart, author of Theounding three. On 30 May, four diggers fron
Minefield, called the Battle of the Boan area 9RAR were wounded when a mine exploded
south of Dat Do bounded by the Long Hai Hiltke work site. Further incidents occurred on
and the sea. June and 4 July when D and C Coys of 5H

During the period between 8 May and $&ffered heavy casualties, followed on 21 Ju
August 1969, Australia lost nineteen solders kifiedincident that gave rise to the anthem "I
and 80 wounded on M16 mines that had almwdy 19" when A Coy 6RAR hit mines ¢
certainly been taken from the Horseshoe Qperation Mundingburra.

Phuoc Hai minefield. A second new shrine appeared about th

The Viethamese version of events jisars ago near the Long Tan Battle site. W
confused and conflates a number of incidethere is a large stele in the building, I
History shows that on the morning of 24 Mawthorities are yet to put anything on it. No dot
1969, Engineers building a system of bunkershfow to present details of the 1966 battle are
local forces, returned to the worksite. Local foreabject of heated debate among veterans in
who were guarding it overnight set off an M16pas ovi nc e . n
they were leaving, kiling one Australian and

D
near
15

AR

y by
was

DN

ree
Vhile
ncal
Ibt,
the
the
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Wal t er Pear son

Tour Leader

WWW. jcptours.com. au

Ph:

0424 177 590

Here is a translation of the stele at Dat Do.

During the war of resistance against the
American invaders, the people and forces of
Dat Do had many glorious victories. Many
battles left the enemy awestruck, among
them, the battle in Chwm Dwu.

In the summer of 1969, Long Dat District
met and resolved:

To be determined to maintain the
Minh Dam Base,

To maintain the fd
support to attack and defeat the
bunker system in Dat Do,

To speed up the guerrilla movement
to destroy and wear down the
Australian vassal forces.

On the morning of the 10/5/1969, a group
of Australian troops came to inspect the
Chwm Dwu area to progress the building of
a number of bunkers. Seizing the
opportunity of the e
Hoa Long guerrillas ambushed using the
tactic of mining using M16E3, to kill and
wound many Australian vassal troops. The
enemy was scared out of its wits and had to
call in helicopters to rescue them.

The battle of Chvm Dwu had a
vital and important meaning in
that it cast fear and confusion
among the enemy causing them to
fear our strength, destroyed their
bunker system, bolstered the
strength of the guerrilla movement
in the Dat Do area, adding
impetus for the people to stand up
and join the resistance, to win the
peopl eds independenc

|l ssue:
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Wha®& happened the®ehapgp
si nce we returned

Extract

There was no talk of the possible danger of
chemicals. At a briefing session on guy aske

what it was they were spraying, and the briefi

officer said it was a highly effective

concentrated fertilizer which would make pl
grow so quickly they would die. He explaine
that it smelt because it was like fertilizer. Th
assuranctmatthe chemicals were safe natur
led to carelessness in their use, and Peter R

recall ed 6a guy bein
from the tanks for a joke. He was wearing
shorts, boots and so

e w
h o

nt

-

ch

Tn thie cvagnr werd, 3 feting accaunt of fase mes

104 wones wha rererd @ the Nietnos Mar and

her chaflenges it (15 afhermearh, Peter Tole has

cembingd enparhy, innight $a€ laressic recaarch of
wrfar’

AUSTRALIA'S VIETNAM
VETERANS SINCE THE WAR

FOREWORD BY GENERAL STR PETER COSCROVE

To get your copy simply ring the NSV

Branch Granville Office on 02 9682
1788 or contact elme at
www.vvfagranville.org.

Price $30

~
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How did our wives cope when
Worth reading to belfter "0'WNd&€tr'stjand
wh a't |t was | i ke fr:VAZHeIivives p O
of Vi ew. e
H The Impact of War
on Partners and
e Children of Veterans
Extract HOme
Two of the children| di _ of
father which meant t hel| » mu c h
me . One of the chill|dren hasnot spoken t
Geoff for nearly twenty years. But | think AVAI LABLE FRQM
theydove all forgiveln Audirfah cholafly@ubidhigr N ofw.
used to dismiss him a?’P%topiédag/e, dDad was a
- Angus and Rohertson
arsehole. d® But now asBoimaﬁg)éo%kge mat ur ¢ed,
the kids see the Dbi|gg®BoskDegodiogt ur e. Hedls t
grandfather. Thatos| cauD¥POsNVarick Rikeenlide | Ot| of
veterans, they are the best grandfathers. They booksellers)
Change_ Format Paperback
Our married life was hard at first. Geoff had ISBN 9781922454669
PTSD but we di dnot kn'c?BNlO %\?254?4?64 Our husba
didnét get any resplectir cRYFPFHE t at hler
to his face that he| diUdshesecd@ni nk Vi €t na
real war. O6You only @"SﬁQva"a@e\?sé‘”iﬁomf"%‘géqo@'e for
mont hs, 6 he said. 6Wh|§ 6s wrong with vyo
Oor enquiries:
to a real war and thepe|+é/1u§ggzg6g6§n tal k [abo
So Geoff didnot t allk &amhienguity@sdhotarly.ipgfo
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK O6Recognising that th
' — needs of individual veterans can vary
greatly, the question of whether
& veterans wil |l be| tre
. . . favourablyd undefr th
Are they trying it on again? arrangements will often be subjective.
While the assessment processes for
There certainly is the need to reduce future claims may result in a
the number of veterans disability reduced compensation outcome for
compensation schemes. some veteransthere are additional
Precious time is used up by-service benefits potentially available under the
organi sations® Pension Of (IRCA ethat ouldndtwtheivdse have WO
out under which of the three current schemes a been available under current
veteran is entitled to claim. arrangementso
To add complexity, some veterans are g . DVA admits, odasses

entitled to claim a disability pension under Mgig e claims may result in a reduced compensation
than one of the schemes. _ outcome for some veteran:
This complexity alggosshifydPddded ferteftsSundd? MRCAS

claims management, slowing their procesgifg e and uncertain and certainly not a guarantee of
down. This slowing down adds to other DVAu; getting a raw deal.

dysfunction, leading to the huge backlog of claims.  This is unacceptable.

The Royal Commission has identified the  gq e must insist on a guarantee that:
delay; cgused by this hgge backlog as a possmleﬂ A successful claimant under
contribution to veteran suicide. the new harmonised scheme

)

But beware! Whilst the harmonisation of must be no worse off than
the three disability compensation schemes had he/she claimed under
into one new scheme is a good idea, will DVA the old scheme.
use it as a way of eliminating some of the 9  We understand thateterans
more generous entitlements of the three on disability pensions from
current schemes and including mainly the the old schemes and applying
least generous in the new scheme? for an upgrade must apply

We must remember that DVA has recent under the new harmonised
form in doing just that. One of the three current scheme. We strongly suggest
schemes entitled claimants to superior hearing aids that a successful claim should
whilst the other two did not. Rather than raise the not leave them worse off
entittement of the lower quality hearing aids to than had they successfully
match the more generous entitlement, DVA applied for an upgrade under
reduced the higher entitlement to match the lower the old scheme.

quality hearing aids of the other two schemes.

i And, of course, there is the obvious and just
DVA now has the opportunity to try

"Solution that would guarantee no one will be worse

again. off than had they claimed under to old schemes.

we qu_ef]tloged DVA as]:f o \(/jvhethr:ar aat is to simply take the best aspects of the
veterans might be worse off under the nﬁWee current schemes and harmonise them into

scherlne. ion  DVA replied: the new single scheme
n answer to our question , replied: Why not 2%
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It's easy!

The most generous
entitlements from the 3
current schemes should

be harmonised into

the new disability
compensation scheme.

Ol d Bob

Gd oheasvne a s ui

hasin been to univers

co

mmo n sense

PTIONS COMMITTEE

Harmonising 3 into
into 1 Scheme

The sky
will fall
ini!!
-y

Unheard of!i

what makes
them think
they deserve

that?

Who do they
think they are?!

What hair-brained
scheme next?!!

Where is my
garlic garland?

|l ssue: July 2023
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THE ELEVENTH DAY

you can read their names, iif you
tha@gy i mprinted on walls behind sh

rouc

in towns or city Shrines of Remembranc

and you can also i1identify those| tha

the ones you call Mum or Dad or Gr an

I f you are around Commemoration Day si

i n November; where behind medal s of recaoggni
or you can see them in your neijghbo
standing, moisstbem baywe@andi mur al homes| or

on the dtlaringi mdgesatofmi mdssi ng mates.

while they hear, as they do;
a soul ful rendition of The Last P
bugled faultlessly into calm| air
amazingly, you may be struck by haow I
i n manner and | or e;
but yet different to the way they| wer
sort of private: covering the space be
with a quiet strength and self efffac
about the stuff hidden away in medica fi
held under&@sasmeeskeéenkg eyes,
in governmental departments,
which tell of other truths p@paoidbuuwduwndsy, croarrpelry
so on the Elevent h;
find an inner conviviality with those
part of that reality you know |as |

and enjoy the Mowenth; fasdakibowhy @ume]|

Graeme Fol ey
3RAR First68.our 1967
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THE CLEARI NG

By Rob de Kok
Vietham 4RAR

\

O...1in decades still to come you w
sitting quietly, smoking, ignoring both laughter and tears, M.I.A. for a while. Your f
take a lifetime to work out what these silences mean to you, wlaictihicdg.about ther

But this September day you touch a fellow human, shell to shell. With bc
not to break him, you turn this b

rob@robdekok.com
The Clearing is a story built into the flight of one robdkok@gmail.com
bulletd a bullet which connects two narratives: [m] 0468 464 720
that of Tim, an Australian conscript, and Khai, a [intl] (+61) 468 464 720
Viet Cong soldier. That oWevropdeokcomoi ns Ti n

thirty years and Khai's previous twéripth
lives exploding onto the pages like shrapnel from
a tortured mind.

il
riends
n
th han
| ac

Tim spent twelve months in Vietnam and [ 1,
survived. Khai spent twenty years there and di
Their fateful contaéta moment of terror and
grace in a bombealit tract of land in South
Vietnamd is the heart of The Clearing. From ther
on Tim can only acknowledge the single shot he
fired by holding that bullet in perpetual flight. IN1hyrsday 24 August
doing so shards of memory become unstuck
vignette® irregular glimpses into the lives of tw
men: one who denies his past and another der
his future.

Erratic, confessional and disturbing, The | please RSVP via
Clearing is a fictional account of a ContrOV(:"rSi""lhttps://www.eventbrite.com.t':lu/e/thelearinexsvdnev
war, a topical meditation on one life taken awaypooklaunchtickets640380313757
and another changed forever by the-titiee of

]

combat . n

he Clearing A novel by Rob deKok:
RL}fhor Talk and NSVBook Launch

|-

Bryan Brown Theatre and Function Centre
80 Rickard Road, Bankstown NSW 2200

__)7pm- 9pm
{Bge Entry. Book will be for sale $25, cash or Carg
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On patrol with 12
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‘4“_§VLEJSSEt has this t' .SayY ...

s

NSW Br anch-BWe Inlg

We continue to meet our stated objectives
delivering high quality, high volume services to

Australiads current a@Qutferanch /PDFOPpeasonnel

and their families. We have an extremely One of our significant services is to go to the

collaborative and dedicated team who c:ontinue{/[aqer(,mS who cannot come to us. Our small yet

provide their selfless contributions to our cIient§,ery effective Outreach Team continue to visit
You are reminded that we have two dedicated ,|,eq such as from Darwin to Townsville and
WelkBeing Advocates, a former Army Senior ., ghout NSW regional and remote areas to
Officer and a former RAN rating. deliver expert advice and assistance on DVA
claims. Over recent times they have been ofter
accompanied by a GP who is able to provide o

|
n
AGM the spot medical diagnosis to enable immediate

Ssubmission of appropriate documentation to th

The NSW Branch AGM was held On 24 May 2 ]
DVA. Many of the Outreach areas of operation

when all nomination for positions on the

Committee were filled and were elected la C k_ mg d”' ¢ ".i ! p_r o.f essijonal

unopposed. The AGM approved two changes tgontnbutlon significant in reducing time delays.

our Constitution. One being that those with

Operational Service since 1990 are eligible for

Ordinary Membership. Vietnam VebkRaywnxs023
This is the day on which thehSnhniversary
Commemorations are being conducted in

Veteran Support Canberra. The NSW Branch Committee has

As at 31 May the 2023 our Granville office co_nfirmed its commitment to hold OUE Annual

activities may be summarised as follows (Note:V ,' etnam Ve t er ‘? nso Day ,S €
this day as usual. Details are included elsewhere in

these statistics do not include those of our 15

NSW sukbranches who provide marvellous this Newsletter.

assistance to our veterans). Frank Col e
Claims this year 420 President
Other claims related matters 140 VVPPAA NSW

Decisions received 177

Phone calls and emails 3025
Welfare (incl. phone calls) 600

VRB claims lodged 43 (28 decisions)
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FROM THE SECRETARY

NSW BRANCH

2023 AVCAT SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
PRIZE WINNERS

The NSW Branch congratulates the following
members who were successful prize winnerg ir
this yeards AVCAT Sc|h

The Raffle assists with the funding of scholarshj

for the children and/or grarzhildren of Vietnam
Veterans, Peacekeepers and Peacemakers,|w
may be struggling on their Repatriation Pengiotr
and do not have the spare financial resourcgs
are in necessitous circumstances to help these
children through tertiary education.

—

The Raffle was drawn in the Veteran Suppor
Centre Office, Granville, in the presence of
Committee members on Monday, 29th May |
The Lucky winners are:

NJ
o

1st Prize: lan Elder Ashfield NSW
2nd Prize: John Cotter Kirwan QLD

3rd Prize: Trevor Davis  Gloucester NSW
4th Prize: Frank Best Mona Vale NSW

=
~—

We thank all our ticket buyers for their suppg
t he, most worthy, AVC

Once again, we s&ajAANK YOU to our many

their State Branch.
more difficult to cater to the needs of our W

\Whilst all donations are gratefully received,
combined are of enormous assistance to us,
are too numerous to list.

However, periodically, we will publish a list
individual NSW Branch members who hg
donated amounts of $200 or more.

the last Journal are:

$2,500 Anonymous
$2,000 Jennifer Savage
$1,000 Anonymous

ol ar shi raffle draw.

$500 Dodd, Anonymous, J Mogan
Derek Sims

é04s70 Colin Robinson

NO

300 Frederick Moody

8020 lvan Waskiw

$200 Anonymous

\Whilst the above refers to, mostly, individual

SL sukbranches and other licensed clubs whc
nerously contribute to our cause.

Bankstown Sports Club.
City of Bankstown RSL SBipanch
City of Blacktown RSL Si#sanch

Ron O&6Connor JP
ID—#on. Secretary:

AT Schol arship progr 4

veterans, service andsexvice persons generally.

members who have made a financial donatioh to

\Without these donations we would find it much

ar

and
they

of
\ve

Generous supporters of the NSW Branch sipnce

donations only, we are also indebted to the many

|l ssue: July 2023
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VVAA HISTORY DRAFTS 0

EARLY STEPS IN NSW and
Victoria

Previously: Earlier parts in this series traced the events leading to the founding of
the multi-state Vietnam Veterans Action Association in January 1980 and the latg

establi shment of the Vietnam Veteran
more detail at events resulting in state organisations in Victoria and New South
Wal es, noting that some resources on

time of writing because of covierelated travel restrictions.

There was an almost typical way in whisbdams in November 1978. This followed the

foundation events unfolded in each of the Stagiablication of an article in the Sydi&nday

and Territories, with a veteran (and, perhapsegraptabout illnesses suffered by US Vietnam

r
S

~

0]

t h

family members) coming forward to tell their std§ar veterans, birth defects in their children and a

in the media (but particularly in newspapgmposed study/survey of Vietham veterans,

which were very wi de lingludingeAadraliang. Withih @éaystJohmigeyin MPT h
then ask other veterans or their families to mékbo had been approached by a veteran |and
contact. More often than not, the key individuwatose then and previous electorates included a

later announced an intention to form angnificant number of constituents likely to have

organisation to press for an investigation is&rved in Vietnam) asked a series of important
defolianirelated harms and to obtain appropriajaestions in the House of Representatives about
compensation for affected veterans and theiet er ansd def ol i ant eXxXpo:

families. In cases following the 20 December 1979 Even at this early stage, contact with the

announcements bRernie Szapiel and Holt media had useful consequences.
McMinn that an association would be formed

(see Part 3), the stated aim was, typically, to fo{/R@rian Events

local Branch of that organisation.

The veteran who agitated most in the media in the

The earliest approach to the media by 38iowing year was Bernie Szapiel. After a year of

Australian Vietnam veteran about

|l ssue: July 2023 35
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RSL would be supporting his case.

newspaperThe Age Szapiel was the
named one of three veterans said to
preparing compensation claims for
health caused by 2;&%exposure in
Vietnam.

Then, on 14 December 1979, after a
few more newspaper reports on
defoliant exposure, on related illness
among US veterans and on US lega
action, Szapiel featured in a story in
The Australiawhich included an

he provided more information on his
symptoms. His stated focus at this
time was on gaining recognition of hi
illness (and the illnesses of others) a
warcaused for repatriation purposes
According to Dux and Young, in

| Agent Orange: The Bitter Harvest

‘| was this article which resulted in

| Szapiel prompting McMinn to tell his
own story, and that resulted in
McMinn taking a more public role,

| including being interviewed multiple

--‘f—;\.-"._:.&,.\r .
¢ ond, X Conlidential u
ence 1o support Its.caso «= 7, “’-;p?.f; ,’ I M} “"’9,11000000".95"".“

times on TV.
d fathen the next article featuring
Szapiel appeared 4 days lat€Ehen

Gary Adams and wife San
Sunday Tel egraph

Age the National President of the
responses to birth defects in Yarram and SaRgg, Bill Keys, had ambitiously taken upon

lengthy article appeared Tie Heraldon 12 hjmself the role of the Repatriation Commission

March 1979 reporting the commencementoflgg8dl concl udi ng that om

proceedings by US veterans against @enge caused illness was not strong enough for

manufacturers of herbicides used in Vietnw.SZapie| and other veterans to claim
Szapiel at this point came forward. He was quetesimpensati on. 6 Thi s a
as saying that, even though news coverage ffough of Szapi el s a

herbicide exposure in Yarram had made i him in the phone book (as they soon did).
suspect a link between his debilitating illnesses and Two days later, on 20 December, it w

Two months later, in the Melbourne

arresting photograph of him, his wife,
Senia, and son, Nicholas. In this artic

o on

be
ill

€S

e

edi

o =
o —
—_ —
PN~

as

herbicide poisoning, rdp&tBdithatSpabidl andRcMmn weré tryfngttd J i

connectioné after r e adiabliBhdan dsdb@atio (sele ipakt!3 e thid Hefeld)t
veterans inThe Herald Importantly, RSLPpub| i ¢ devel opments such
National President Bill Keys was quoted as sayiighort (see previous paragraph) and the Minister
that Szapiel was the fbri Vderansy @fiafs’ anBistePde € thdt NtAeV O
believed he might have been affectedd and |t ha
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blamed fQI‘ illness knowledge of others to be acquired. In the same

way, the announcement by Szapiel and McMinn of
their intention to form an Association (and the
coverage of this story in a national and varjous
State newspapers) encouraged concerned veterans
in various states and territories to make contact
with Szapiel, resulting in the important, previously
discussed, interstate gathering of veterans at the
Szapiel home on 4 January 1980.
News on US developments prompted
individual veterans like Szapiel to make links
between defoliant exposure and their or their
family me mber s o medi [c al
support of scientist John Evans (an important
participant in later events) confirmed those links.
However, it wasnot i n
connections would result in the formation of jan
organisation in Victoria or, for that matter,
elsewhere at this time. The knowledge that ather

4 —

Bernard Szapiel was one of r By KARIN KISSANE -1

pusands of Australian soidier
ot

th the herbi- . | B o en e ponians. B individuals and families were experiencing
¢ He does not think they would crpr e
He is sbout 48 peopte who | #ble to claim larger: Tump wum o difficulty was undoubtedly critical.
claim they are suffering {rom exposure 1 through the civilangourts, =

Szapiel was soon after quoted as saying
that the new organisation had its origins in |the
inactivity of the RSL but, even though
developments might have followed a different

repatriation system was the only means path if Keys and the National Executive (or even
determining whether veterans had incurred h&ce Ruxton, the Victorian RSL President), had
were important factors in the decision to formP&en more supportive at this-Qiferistmas stage,
Vietnam veteransd or §aeweseqds argugd abovienngole factofs dngplay h
pointed to the need for a different way of securiign the attitude of the RSL.
support and compensation. The call by an official The remarks about the RSL by bath
of the Regular Defence Forces Welfapéapiel and McMinn in this initial period are
Association for an investigation, and widespréigificant, though, because they point to their
support from the media confirmed for Szapiel &#REP disappointment in Keys and the RSL
McMinn that they were on the right path. National Executive (who might have been
However, the knowledge that oth&¢ X Pected to support Viet
veterans and their families were experienéiygstigation of the effects of herbicide exposure,
difficulties able to be attributed to defoliaRPtwithstanding their obligation to the broader
exposure was the key impetus; this knowle¥gféran community). This disappointment was
making it clear that collective action was b&@tbtless greater for Szapiel who had thought,
possible and warranted. The media exposure @Rg{er in the year, that the RSL believed there to
Szapiel achieved (in part because journalists er@ link between defoliant exposure and| his

e Szapiel
(December 1978)

keen to personalise the emerging story abolt! nes Seés. Hedod bel. ave d
veteransd defoliant eW$»posU?ieNd athh®d Qehfeepulbijmsd
the street and suburb where he lived, enabled early (Continued3dn page
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Victorian veterans took place at Anzac House
2 February 1980, apparently at the invitation
Victorian RSL President Bruce Ruxton, w

detailed account of what took place has b
discovered by the author. istentioto ratify a

reported, but any useful detail on outcomes

neither included in the Tasmanian accou
(which focussed on J

that 86 million litres of defoliant had been usec
Vietnam) nor included in the only Victoria
account (which focussed on a conditior
statement of support from Bruce Ruxton and
positive responses from an Action Associat
spokesman). Despite the egrcited response of
the Association spokesmaexcused, perhaps, b

the fact that Ruxton endorsed the payment
Holt McMinn OAM in | ateonipenes.ati on oi f t het

Agent Orange had d&iatud
likely that a Victorian organisation was forma
. ~ established, wijth office bearers elected
morphing of Keyso & P BopSinted, "and With™a cforlls{'turﬁonsa??e[
on 14 December (oTher&PONR% e &r NSO b6 O

W
to this than meet s thfgresréaaowed.,

specific should be done about it by tt(])e

S O

Acti onp t.he. newsl et

Government o ) to a ow aO% tﬁthiet%aan eté/\rlaansl At\ct?on /&Sgoa rtIO(?'] aV‘C h

18 December (ol f a N ctil on g g
Orange was established, the RSL would use ﬁgrtlbu{]eg a couple’ of months _ later, éar

. a}milton was State President, a major social e
evidence to put a case to the Department, 0 . )
had b?ern held, and_veterans .Tim Hirland.

V_e_ t _e rans Affairs), d (I?)iLerR/an N%usreén bom ?raﬁnréd sfoclialeworke{s
disillusionment.

The next evidence of Victorian

: : an

developments was the inclusion of a contact
address, indicating some level of local
organisation, in a 16 January 1980 notice in gy Events

W

ocoaction | ined staf

coast newspapers. This advertisement adk&Prding to the journalists Dux and Young,

people in at least Victoria, NSW and Queens|Bi§V veteranlim Wares saw the same 14

appearéd be more supportive of the Action
Association than his Federal counterpart. This
meeting was reported as being attended by more
than 200 veterans and their wives but no clear or

yethe Gt\imeatlrlledfirst Khown te(ﬂtilonno(f

on
of
ho

een

constitution and to decide on a strategy was

was

nts

o hn
in

n

nal

on

on

y
of

e W
sse d

ally

or

DOt

2sf

mor e
mo

ter

/as ‘

ry

vent

and .
zapi

were providing (unspecified) welfare assistance via

f ed

whodd been affected DRegembgrel}9(9 artclsOn gSZapiet WR mi c a |

exposure in Vietnam to contact the relevant Stédgstralianthat had resulted in McMinn being

based element of the Vietnam Veterans ActBR t i vated to O6go publ
Association. suspicion that herbicide exposure was respons

Following that, the first public meeting df©r hi s young sonéds d

ible
ef ol
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)

Bob Gibson later to be a key figure in the NSW
Branch of the Association, was the subject of a

¥ S . .
R story in the Sydnefpaily Telegraphon 24

without : December 1979 in which he recalled spraying
fingers

Agent Orange and in which he detailed the rashes
on his head and upper body. At about the same
time, Gary Adams was interviewed (details |not
known) about the failure of the Repatriation
Commi ssion to identity t
suffered for the previous decade.
On 26 December, the day before the
inaugural NSW veterans meeting, the focus was
back on Wares ifhe Australia@nd on moves to
establish an organisation in NSW. Wares stated
that 30 veterans had contacted him in the previous
week. He outlined a broad range of health
problems brought to his attention, mentioned the
groin rash that seemed to be the common veteran
factor and referred to a
miscarriages among wives. (These details, along
with the information which Wares said was
suppliedbywivesd et ai | s of t hjei r

i1 WARES with ts 300 Cameron, — Picture by DAVE HANCOCK

Jim Wares and son and their c hi @ ehabledh d@her|] d e f
The Australian 17 Decp nffected1lfamiles to at last rationalise their

circumstances and identify with others in similar
the Szapiel story, callBide Australiafor further  sjtuations.) Wares stated that veterans would be
information. An article on Wares and his saisked to complete a survey so that detailed
accompanied by an extraordinarily touchiformation could be supplied to the Government,
photo, appeared on 17 December. Appearang®h the aim of having a CSIRO committee
on TV shows of various sorts followed, as dighdertake an investigation.
further newspaper articles. The initial article The initial NSW meeting, organised by
which, as before, personalised the issue Gafry Adams, took place at Castle Hill the next
herbicide harms, in this case did something mg@&§, seemingly premised on the undisputed
significant; it brought the issue of birth defe(agsumption that the establishment of |an
among veteranso chil dbfiggiBatioh QvasC rfedesshng Tiset Medtig | wa¥/a
conceded, in words that would later be repeategfgnded by 9 veterans, 4 wives, and one other

quoted: oWhen | was cparkoh eAltentleRs itfbduced rtHefselged |ardo
to Vietnam, | wasnotexplkifef ftheir Family icifcumstabdeéd. Didcussire N
anyway. If as a result of that, people like me hgyRwed on the name and aims of an Association,
deformed kids, itods (hcessa rebereh, theOidehtifieB BFEpBoble| Whe
something. ¢ might aid the cause, and whether an RSL Sub

While appearing in the media to drayanch could provide legal and financial assistance.
attention to the plight Th faim¥y ehhtewer ndeciiedCon iwlerfl I €
birth defects, Wares was apparently befgond finding out about the use and-affects
contacted by veterans and others concerned (Continued4gn bage
about the health impact of herbicide exposure.
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with those of olher viclims also was Involved with

Agent_Orange. gathering in Melbourne (presumably the-stéde
“The doclors say I'm stuck with it and will ]
have to live with Iit, but what makes me sore is one Of 4 Januar y at SZ apl

that they can'l explain it."

On 3 January 1980The Australian
reported on Waresd N$SW d
noting that child deformities in a group of B0
veterans appeared to be above the national rate. In
the same paper, a few days later, Wares responded
to the call by Veterans Affairs Minister Evan
Adermann for veterans to promptly lodge claims.
Wares remarked that the (now) 70 veterans in the
NSW group hadnot previ ou
Agent Orange (implying that it would take some
time for their claims to be prepared and flow
through the system). He added that the group|was
oputting together t he f a
Repatriation Commission should have put

together years ago. o on
and Gibson were quoted in a catchup article in
) The Age
Bob Gibson with his wife Sheila Shd i Wares, by himself, attended the small 10
of the medication he has to use. January meeting in Melbourne (referred to in part

3) at which (or on the periphery of which) national

positions were apportioned.

of wartime herbicides, and beyond the securing of ~When, exactly, the next NSW meeting was
compensation for exposed veterans, their wi@kl, and office bearers were elected-opiteal is
and their children. They included investigationugflear. However, an undated progress report to
the health of all Vietham veterans and of thembers of the Queensland Branch (with content
benefits available to them and their children. THeljcating that it was written in February 1980)
further included stopping the use of the relevEgfers to a NSW meeting of 30 January. It may be
chemicals in Australia while an investigation of i@ this was the gathering at which a committee
employment and impact of those chemicals Wa§ formed and officials were either elected or
carried out. appointed, noting that the influential Queensland
The meeting had an eye to the stéggvyer, Bill McMillan, wrote to Wares as President
needed to establish itself as a legal entity and rtélale NSW Branch on 1 February 1980 and to
that organisations were being established Agms as Secretary of the NSW Branch on 7
McMinn in Melbourne and by John Harper Frebruary.
Brisbane. Affiliation with other State organisations
(and with any New Zealand organisation) was
discussed, as was the limiting of interactions Withe: Only a handful of Association records from
the media (until such time as a committee Wa&suary and February 1980 are present in the
elected and could ensure that proposed contg@@t8A Papers at the Australian War Memorial. As
were to the advantage of the Association). Bhe consequence, itds nece.
appointment or election of Committee membeeports to track developments. Some newspapers,
was postponed until the next meeting, to be hid The Australianreported frequently on related
some time after War e selentp arel pprosidedimportaht eclu@sa dncthe at
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se_jungle. Now, ex-United Stotes and Austrolion servicemen
r claim they are suffering effects ranging from cancer to

and chronic skin complaints. Their children, th: are

rs to 1970, America dumped almost 50 million litres of
defoliant called Agent Orange over 2.5 million hectares

= The
= agent
: i k, 196
== called Hades e

Bob Gi bsor
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development of State Branches. Othgith sources cited, can contact Kel at
newspapers, likdhe Sydney Morning Heraldyvhistory99@agmail.com

took little or no notice of local developments.

Newspaper reports nonetheless remain the nRegiders who wish to take issue with the
reliable source of information on the very earligshtent of this article are encouraged to first
state and territoflyased events. view the version available from Kel.

The next article in this series will look at why, in
early 1980, active members committed themselves
to the fledgling Vietnam Veterans Action
Association.

Kel Robertson is a Canberra writer. He is
currently researching the history of the VVAA.
The views expressed in this article are his and
not those of the Federation.

The aim of OVVAA Hi st
inform readers about progress made with the
Associationds hi story
who have extra information to contact the
writer. Readers who have additional
information about matters mentioned in this
article or who would like a copy of the article
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WhatG | n your (ga

Kel Robertson, who is writing about the prig
anxious to see any Vietham Veterans Action Association or VVAA documents you may have from
the period between Dec 1979 and June 1981.

He has early copies@ébriefbut is keen so see:

1 Minutes of the May 1980 National Congress of the Vietnam Veterans Action Association (venue
probably Canberra) and related correspondence;

1 Minutes of the March/April 1981 Sydney rrailite meeting convened by the NSW Branch of
the VVAA (and related correspondence)n@ndtes of the May 1981 VVAA National Congress in
Canberra and related correspondence.

If you have these or any other documents from the Dec 79-1®8&iigperiod, Kel is keen to hear
from you. Please email hinvahistory99@gmail.com
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Do you r ememb

er

Ray F

Do vou remember Ray Fulton?

in general.

He contributed so much to our
Feder at i

This book, amongst other things,
is about him.

If you remember Ray, we invite

on and t]o

ks thromhs the Vietram W 2«

you to write a letterto-the-editor

BIFF WARD with your memories

As | drifted about [at the Granville office, | saw that the
volunteer advisors each had their own style, just as |Ray
had told me in Darling Harbour. One was quiet, focysed
on pen to paper, another joked and spread his hands. It
was triage work. They listened and decided what was

needed: accommodation, money, food, medical help.

Nearly always, they set the guy on the path to
repatriation benefits, which meant supplying contact
for psychiatrists. As volunteers, they worked as mug
they wished, every day or once a month.

|l tds part of our own t
been there.

As they helped each other wind down a little , it gra
them enough slack to be able to help the next guy
down too.

One guy said to me, they wound us up with all
training, but they did

S

To get your copy
simply ring the NSW
Branch Granville

h BSOffice on

02 9682 1788
h |e ar adgr ynline at h e

www.vvfagranville.org

wor king out how to do t

nted
wind
that
not wi nd us
hat t hhemsel v
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BROTHERS

NATI ONAL WAR MEMORI AL CANBERRA ANZA

Rob de Kok
Vietnam 1971
12 Pl atoon, 4 RAR

Look at the light in the sky. Could be a poemailqy r

And | was. | was scared of bad reaction| of
eaction. | was feeling like a man in a cathedral

this.o handing out blasphemy. So, yes, | was chogsing
Hedd been st andi ng mytargetsearefullyryousgerfamiligs,ipeople witl |

bristle and cocked leg and dreamy eyes. And ttigitdren, women...

was an ancient part of me which knew that, yeah, Soft targets, sure, but | knew a closed face
eventually he would speak. when | saw one. And | also remembered that it

But to talk of poetry? That was surpris¢eas t he women, young |a

number seven on a morning in which | had rdtout me four decades ago. Without that

nd

expected much | ight, compamsghomrtwi tWhewnmt ylohudir

sitting on the cold concrete at the mouth of tivar | may not have come back to do this at all.

Vietnam Veteranods Me mo Mt alsurdmi eSanbenrarld y 0B pc

Anzac Day clutching antia r l eafl epgt tywar ed2ogn 0tHe had a
expect much, except resistance. Shows how |

wrong you can be. waisthigh drilling on the red gravel in the centre

gr ¢

sai d | didnot . I sai

He was the third person to enter my z®nef Anzac Drive made me uncomfortable. Seeing

to come near enough to see what | was do@gn smaller kids ducking in and out of the

The first one, an hour before, also sat a f@wender bushes pretending to shoot each other
inches too clos@something which, inthewesta i d n 6 t help either. May k

least, is a kind of calling card. It suggests thah. | tried to put that unease into words:
there might be a chance of a conversation

between strangers. they're being groomed for war start them

6See that? Bang Baphng.

Hedd sat there quitthei nkQmMeg tihme, wag9t as0880

after |1 had arrived. Dark sunnies on, deep biug | | it 6l nfantryoé for

n

sui t, hedd watched meguypultlhehA4?2printouts fjirom

bag, fold them, sit on them, and occasionally hand
one to the faithful on their pilgrimage up to tlf'l‘?at
shrine. '

‘Nah. Didn't bring any kids. Not here for
And you?' he asked.

Mavbe h iced hina desoite th | told him what | was doing there, and| a
aybe he noticed something despite tQ§g, of what | did in Vietnam. He listened with
sunglasses. Maybe he noticed that | was scargde pect. Then he spoke
that | was in _need of some Iaﬂay _brave_ry. sitting on the concrete waiting to join his mates
Maybe he noticed that | was judicious in

i th .
choice of who exactly to hand my words to. %yjom the parade
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He was one of the first Australian troomnd | knew that | was going to hand all t
into Afghanistan. That tour had been brutal paperwork out to whoever took it, and tal

everyone in his unit .eveijane as @ driedldo @riythingd can doital n

to, elaborate. Maybe, knowing a little of mipp this latest war and maybe stop other v
background now, he f edtomingthere vdth dibad Gntites mretieenl shoulmer

ne
e

0t
ets

S.

Heod returned t o Aus%orlatdr,iwhen theilanky ond stasdingonexs t

mate- someone <called simplyywed6&6ai dBatodk hatd
disappeared within weeks of arriving home. ke e m i n t hi s & | knew
me, G had shunned all help, lost himself in a rielk, and that to talk is good.
place, and had, no dOUbt, hoped, like me again, for He was more my age, but narrow'y miss
a new life and prayed for a new set of memoriegyt on National Service. He talked about
't didndt happen. Ifatherd abdut 'one ok dis kuncfes) rabo . |
the next four months he became increasimgly andf at her who was
difficult to contact. Difficult. His old friends trieddifficult man' who would loose himself fg

his army mates, tried: no contact, no trail. Montheeks, run away from his life and any sign
| ater, when GO0s parendva finally tracked h
it was too late. His was to be the first of twenty stories th

For a minute or so the man in the sunniday. When, finally, | gave my very last pamp
and | sat together, each of us nursing a memonpad WW2 soldier, an old man with a bunch
a man dead because of the insanity of war. Theedal s and a stoop,
in weird synchronicity and silence, we both stdody ow y ou ? 0

shook hands. The dark sunglasses stayed on, buty di dnét have t he
the voice had changed. did & we were brothers.
6Look after yourself, mate. & Two hands

mine now, two arms, the grip of a man.

| watched him walk to his people, assembl?e? b de Kok =

t hat
it

ed

his
iSOV ¢
6not
r
of

i m
at

hlet

of

he |

hear

on
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Forty—one Australian soldiers died on active
duty in over 20 years of fighting in Afghanistan;
in that time more than 1400 veterans have
taken their own lives. Veterans today are
chronically over-represented when it comes to
PTSD, depression, homelessness and suicide.
Australians rightfully pause on Anzac Day each
year to solemnly remember fallen soldiers, but
are we forgetting our returned veterans whose
personal battles continue every single day, and

how did we get to this point?

In this authoritative, compelling and urgent
book, bestselling author Patrick Lindsay (The
Spiritof the Diggetd Fromellesnong many)
looks at the wide-ranging damage caused by
training Australians to be fighting machines
and then inadequately supporting them as they
re-enter their communities. Featuring moving
interviews with veterans and their families as
well as a broader analysis of Australian
military culture and government responses,
Lindsay illustrates both the personal and

societal costs of this dereliction of duty.

The Home Frontis a fascinating
and rousing indictment of the
culture of war, the thinking of those
who wage it, and the cost to those

who experience it.

PATRICK LINDSAY

HOME
FRONT

THE NEVER-ENDING WAR
WITHIN OUR VETERANS

———
Avail able from:
Angus and Robert
Big W

Booktopi a
Dymocks

Target

h
D
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PORKY'S PEOPLE

An Illustrated History of the Seventh Battalion
The Royal Australian Regiment
First Tour of Duty
South Vietham 1967-68
ISBN: 978-098751113-3
Compiled, written, and typeset by Kal Metcalf

About Porky’s People

This booktellsthe history of the Seventh Battalion,
The Royal Australian Regiment (7 RAR) during
its first tour in South Vietnam. The book primarily
uses images to tell this story, whether they be
photographs, artwork, maps, or newspaper
cuttings. As the title of the book states, it is about
Porky's People and the prority for selection of
images has been the people who served in or
supported the battalion.

The book is set out generally in chronological
order so that the reader can easily follow the
sequence of events. The scope of the book
covers the period from the raising of the battalion
through to the time it retumed to Australia and the
immediate aftermath.

Each operation has its own chapter with an
accompanying map. A short introduction to each
operation is provided — sufficient for the reader
to understand what the operation was about
and the key events. For some operations there
are a large number of photographs, and these
chapters are necessarily much longer than other
operations that have few, if any, photographs.

MNewspaper articles have been selected on the

Hard cover - Weight: 3kg - Size: A4 - basis that they directly describe 7 RAR activities
Pages: 763 numbered - Depth: 50mm or people, or they provide relevant background
Published & distributed by the information.
7RAR Association This illustrated history captures the essence of

that deployment through a unigue composition

$ 20 0 . 00 of narratives, reports, records, maps, newspaper

: clippings, personal reflections and photos. Karl's
postage;incidded work is a tribute to all of Porky's People but, in

to order particular, to those of 7 RAR wha gave their all in

email Athony Keech the war.*
s John Paget
porky_seven@bigpond.com 7RAR 20 Apr 1967-26 Apr 1968
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It must've been a happy important memory to
In other sad news we received advice in Marchtirat one of
our valued volunteers had passed away, howeveebhidBadstwekreestone
meet our April Issue publication. Following further cont
as per the following emails between NSW President F
Cole and Debbie, we pass on our deepest condolence
Fred's family, and also included acknowledgement in
tribute notice on page 79

Good Morning Debbie,
Thank you for letting us know of the passing last
year of your father Fred Bastock aged 90 years.
We were obviously not aware of his passing until
we received your email of 31 March 2023.
Please accept our sincere condolences on
this sad event. Would you also relay our
sympathies to your other family members.

o e 4 | We remember Fredos tir
.’-].I.E}TERS‘I'OIHEE ([l . M Australiass Vietnam War -
" &.ﬁ s " ~ A a volunteer at our Granville off'ld?ne.d was
oo, o W “ \ much loved by his colleagues in this office.
r ’ h Debbie, we will acknow
”' : by including details in the Last Post section of the
Dear Editor, July is_sue of our thional Nevysletter. Please let us
Another triumph in the latest edition so knpyv if you would like to receive a copy of that
congratulations. edition.
Full of information and news, justasa  Kind Regards,
newsletter should be. Frank Cole
On a small point, on the front cover you President
refer to the last people to leave Vietham were the
embassy guard in June 1973, not so. .
On the 28 April 1975 the last RAAF €130 Hi Frank, . ,
left Saigon with the ambassador plus his party and '™ S0 sad you weren't informed of Dad's |
a large amount of luggage leaving behind 4 RAR@Sﬁ'”g-_f\ youngerIS|ka|ng was tﬁSked with let_E[ng
Airfield defence guards with some more baggage't e'lrlm 'taLY %eop e know a”td tet m;stdve rr]nL,sed
As luck would happen another C130 heari asn;/rl1 :m V;zli(r:l V\\/Iglsu ﬁ?eg??r?érznan?j W"‘é kn '0 \S
what had happened was off the coast of Vietnam ghly thought gf
and went into Saigon to collect the ADGs. He was an éxtraordinary man, who had 9
Thus the last out were the 4 RAAF ADG.S kids, 17 grandkids and 24 great grandkids, plus all
_ 1 was lucky enough to do the compensatiog, g ses who loved him too...he made such a
clalims for 2 of the aircrew of 'ghe final flight and difference to our world, teaching us so much.
their tale was a great one to listen to. He spent his last 5 years in a nursing home
Regards and was spoilt by all the staff... he was quite the
John Rogers personality!
VVFA Advocate We'd be honoured to receive the Nationa
Newsletter. He read every edition and kept them
~~~~~~ close. Even in the height of his dementia we read
them to him. He often regressed to Granville,
even mistaking us as fellow volunteers sometimes !
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Editor: DVA abandons veterans when they need it most; when entering Aged Care.

Maria Barclay authored a compelling submission to the Royal Commission into V¢
Suicide decrying this abandonment.

With her permission, we publish a small part of it here.
The full paper is well worth @adiegMaria via emaihésia.barclayl3@icloud.com
Extract

oMy personal motivation.,

0That no other older veteran dies before
hold My Aged Care accountable to the older veteran community. Our older veteran community
serviced by My Aged Care and placed in the
no one within the Department Of Health Aged Care organisational establishment is responsible
no one is being held accountable for our veterans.

pteran ¢

an

s being
gen

therefol

0 | April 2020my husband a Gold Card Vietnam Veteran was assessed ad HeykelMeeds
care, when in hospital, with an offer of a Home Care Paclage 2021The 14 month waiting perio

is evidence that his Gold Card was not considered, as his sacrifice of war service did not give him priorit

access. His mental health and unique needs relating to service were obviously not considered
priority. Gold/White Treatment Cards are supposed to be for life, so how could this be allowed

Why are older veterans with Gold and White treatment cards dying before they receive g
treatment to keep them safe at home or in residential aged care because the My Aged Care sy
over their o6cared6 from DVA?

OHow can a veteran who has earned their

s cause
D happel

ssential
Htem has

Gol

the date of issue of these cards, expecting it to support them for life yet that not be the case thn their

health needs become complex through disease and/or aging and they come under My Aged C
the legislative reference enabling them to do this?

oWhy are ol der high need care veterans
Care when the Veteransd Entitl ements Act,
nor does it allow abdication of responsibility to the Department of Health and Aged Care (DOHA

oOWhere is it written in the Aged Care A
responsibilities under the VEA 19867 Is there another legislative instrument that allows this?

OWho has the duty of care for our ol der
portfolios?

0This treatment of our most vulhNayatdhb!| e

Australian War Widows Conference. | raised this issue with the Secretary of DVA, Alison Framg
Veronica Hancock, First Assistant Secretar)
cared. Ms Hancock also admitted that Gol d
within home care or residenti al care 0.
o0oThe frightening issue here, is that by
sometime AND all your members who are older will be disregarded by DVA when their health
safety needs become more complex. They wil

Evidence indicates that they will be placed in the general special needs pool waiting for serviceg

Gold/White Treatment Cards will not be accessed.

re? Wheé

ein
986
C)?
t 1

vet

ol de
p and
v P
and

adm
d home
I no
and the

Maria Barclay
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From farm boy to cl|l ear

South Vietnam

An account of the transition of a farm b

Ri ver. of t

he

Ganmai n i n the na ar ea NSW, 0

dozers in t jungles of South Vi

By I an Dur ham

The following story comes from a diary that | | was to be allocated to 8 Platoon
kept while in Vietnam and also from the Offic@lo mpany , under t he o
Land Clearing diary maintained by Sergebetter word, of 2nd Lieutenant. Aird ai
Darkie Fadden of t h e Carpbral's WhiteA Desktand Maira@orporaC Wi
team. 0O was our platoon o0Ser
I, along with many others, was called gpeat bloke, not at all your typical Bast
for National Service to serve in the Australi@argeant.
Army in the late 1960's. When the opportunity presented itself
| was originally called up for the thirdpplied for an Officer selection course, probe
intake and would have marched into Kapookaamnover estimation of my abilities as it turned
the 1st of Feb 1966, however the 12 montiecause | did not meet their specifications, anc
deferment | was granted due to my father's illnass,pass. As it also turned out, I'm glad that
meant | ended up in the 7th intake. the result, because | would not have met the ¢
| was duly picked up at the Ganmain Pdzrinch of blokes that | eventually did, and had
Office at the designated time, on the 1st saime camaraderie with them. As well as th
February 1967 by bus, that had initially startedaate to understand that only the best
Griffith and picked up at all the towns along thaghtest officers were selected for Vietnam,
route, then deposited at 1st Recruit Trainthgt would probably count me out.
Battalion, Kapooka. Towards the end of basic training, as
While the whole atmosphere of yelling atige usual custom, we were asked to nominate
abuse could not be deCorpwe viosldlikeats be alfocaiecta.d did/
not as big a shock to me, considering my previwasat to be in infantry, too dangerous | thoud
experience in the Cadets, as it was to some oatfietoo much foot slogging, crawling through
other recruits, particularly from the city, whonblish etc., so | nominated as a first cho
considered had lived a rather sheltered life up &mgineers, because of my farming and ti
this stage. driving and machinery experience, then Artiller

oy
c |

et

B
gui c
nd
gita r i
yean
ard

I
ably
out,

] did
was
jreat
the
at, |
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and
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a second choice. The big brass obvio
agreed with my selection, so Engineers
was. 3
After the march out, a few day=& )
leave, then the drive down to SM
(School of Military Engineering)
Casula, where 4 Troop awaited. Engi
training was an interesting experie
never really a dull moment, because
Engineer must be proficient in almo
everything it seemed. Our traini
covered all aspects of basic Milita
Engineering from mine laying and lifting,
explosives, (always a fun thing), chain saw
operation, ropes and knots, tunnel
exploration (because of the Army's previq S

Refuelling the vehicles on

experience in Vietnam obviously), and probafly " oo iy by Warrant Off

the most fun of all, boat operation. Because S bley, a bloke universally liked by everyone

was situated on the Georges River, there wag 1
shortage of training opportt_mities. we Iearnaen rules etc, the main practical part of the co
how tqdco?st;t;]ct ptohntoonblljrldtges to cross frovr\pals conducted on a route out through t
one side to the ofher, able 1o carty IoersonHleghlands from Penrith covering such towns

small VghICIeS.EtE' t traini q taol Blackheath, Bathurst and the old goldmining a
ur main boat training was done at a pab(‘fellford, Wattle Flat and Sofala. This was in

called Camp .Sapper, where we all soon becr%mgle of winter and extremely cold at night.
conversant with the main basic punt type bqg

able to carry up to 8 people, powered by a 4 ight to prevent the brakes from freezing up.

Johnson motor. An mterestmg sidelight here 'Sovgrnight stops meant sleeping under the veh
managed to dunk one motor in the water, well, w

ndgce?v him. After many hours of theory on driving

%TOn learned the value of draining the air tanks at

t he

was from 55 that | applied for a driving course.

cer
who

rse
he
as
reas
the
e

All
cles

and most mornings our berets were covered in

didn't know we had to check the motor clam[f)dst

. . . | remember we oveighted at Sofala,
did we? Fortunately, it was also tied to the boa Y

with a rope, so a simple matter of hauling it bﬁ%:

e . . Army, we had to do our piquet duty. Howe
out of the water rectified the situation somewh? y Pig y

e Sofala pub was a popular destination for
Because | grew up on a farm, and ha P Pop

truck licence, | was given the job of driving

goopl_tt_o various ttrglnlngl tS lteAstggh as %ter, however another digger covered
emolition range etc. in an Inter . absence, thankfully.

On completion of Corp Training, | was Following the driving course, it was back

posted to 55 AESS, a stores unit at PenranE for a plant course, something | had re

probably the slackest unit in the Australian Arr\%\hted to do, as it replicated the work | had b

It was just a short walk over the train line to to‘@((r)'ing back home on the farm.
where we could have morning coffee etc, no An addfed bonus to beiin a plapt oPera
0 8 O

questions asked. We W the g rafdeitgated.,

n
. ) up.7 pa

nothing to do, just .k €e &ollo(\)/vﬁj‘]gt the(xsgccegs%ulgcorﬁpl%tion of §

many a game of cards was played down behind the

piles of barbed wire etc.

gu're in a situation like that and | missed

(Continued5dn

I8ng with a pretty barmaid. Time flies when

camped near the cemetery, and, as is customary in

er
us,

my
my

to

ally
een

tor
Yy O U

1et
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plant course, a number of plant operators, albegding for Singapore, where followed the fan
with drivers and some Field Engineers, weireus act of Civvie shirts on top of poly trouser
segregated into a group that appeared to us, tsuppose we made at least some concession
just marking time. We had been told that we w&megapore Government; they officially took
to be part of a special force to be inserted into plaet in the war and could not be seen to sup
Northern part of South Vietnam to set up a néwe war effort. It was still not plain sailin
base, sometime in Feb. 68. The code name fortibwgever, because on leaving Singapore, we
group was to be called TALL PINES, but, likedaverted to Butterworth air base for a sh
lot of things announced in the Army, nothirggopover, apparently Tan Son Nhut air base
came of it, and it all seemed to fizzle out. Saigon was under Viet Cong attack so it was

Some years later, | wondered did this safe to land. After a couple of hours under
really happen, so | did a bit of investigatwgng of the plane, it was off to Saigon again, w
through the Australian War Memorial, apparently finally landed safely.

it did happen and it was classified as TOP  Over the period of the next couple
SECRET. months, | was involved in many different plz

The following is a #yped version of theoperator tasks including levelling areas

official document from the AWM records. buildings, hard standing for parking areas,
TOP SECRET construction, and excavation of the new swimn
TALL PINES pool at the Badcoe Club at Vung Tau. | also t
part in building a road from the front beach up

Increase to 17 Construction Squadron RAE h hil looki he beach
(Ref AHQ GS Instr 18/67 of 8 Dec 67) D o L overo 'rl‘lgt e
Add a fourth Const. Tp. as an increment the second of August we were all warned to

Add a plant section increment of 10 OR for h?gh .ground, as Fhere had been a volc
Total increase Off OR Total eruption in the Philippines and there was a da
2 48 50 of a tsunami. After a fruitless wait, a small 2 1
Departure Feb 68 wave trundled into shore, tsunami over.

_ _ | was selected to be part of a welco
Following on from this, at one of ou

) i arty for our Prime Minister of the time, Jo
morning parades we were informed that theA@éfrton on Sunday June 9th, not particul:

were looking for volunteer Sappers for Viem%%iting, don't know who was the least impress
and were asked to think about it for one day, and

to give our answers at parade the next morningAllt\ID CLEARING

didn't take long to come up W!th an answerad recorded in the official Land Clearing Te
couldn't see the point of spending the next Ygar 4 ¢ y maintained by
doing mundane Engineering tasks around bas?sﬂne ’

. : _ of ficial name of
Australia, when | could be doing somethlggq duadr on Land Cl e a
exciting in a war zoney S0, ior,yge SQf MaSe MY, (f

In fairly rapid succession, jungle trainirH;alf the operators were provided by

painting - of trun_ks etg., pmbarkatio_n IeaVeConstruction Squadron, with the other half of
followed, then, in typical Army fashion, maB}Serators from 1 Field Squadron

false starts regarding a departure date. First, | was The team was formed on the 2nd of Matr

giyen the date of 25th Feb. 68, then at the ?9%8 with 8 Caterpillar D8H dozers plus
minute it was Changed to the 28th, but that ﬁﬂ?ernational TD 15B dozer. We always ha
was changed, so | finally boarded '_[he Qamas(?gr%pany of infantry and a troop of APC's with
([))n th-e 3r: of I\f/ltarch 12168' Our first stopk ey provide protection, but they were not alw

arwin, then after a short stay, we oo 0(gfmirely successful. The Team performed m

10US
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clearing jobs such as roadsig
clearing, to provide safety fo
traffic, and clearing out from
barbed wire and security bunke
etc. as well as clearing out frol
Vietnamese villages. Its purpose (s
0Operation Lyre
tracts of jungle 200 metres wid
around and through the Nui Tha
Vi/Nui Dhin Hills to enable accesg%
to, and to more easily obser
enemy movement. The fuel for th|
dozers was flown out by Chinoo
helicopters in collapsible rubbg
bladders which were resistant

US Chinook helicopgter

R, S full fuel bladderdg and
e empties.
the motor on the rigltand side and
emerged just in front of the driving
; clutches on the left, then entered the
e, | cabin where it exploded and
L ricocheted around the cabin.
5 o it |- Spr. Edwards survived the attack wijth
N )5 .
; ﬂ ¥ s mu_lﬂple shrapn_el wounds and was
S 0 e airlifted to hospital at Vung Tau hy
. i " ' CasEvac helicopter. As | was
T oo 7 o stationed at Vung Tau at the time
. %t was able to visit him in hospital until
Refuelling from collapsi bl ¢ heuwasevennally gdigcharged. | asked

page

rifle fire. This was then pumped by pet
driven pumps to th

The first RPG (rocket propelle
grenade) attack, one of a number du
Land Clearing, happened at 1550 hourg
the 1st of August 1968, when the team
in the process of establishing a new
Support base on o
Viet Cong soldier fired an RPG at t
dozer operated by Spr. Warren Edwa
nicknamed Dags, from Mudgee NS
while another Viet Cong fired small ar

fire. The RPG entered through the top Dozer on fire after RPIc att
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clearing.

Sapper |l an Durham beside hip

number of these were discovered by
Field Engineers before we had a chanc

the
e to

detonate them with the dozers, however,

some were detonated by both dozers

and

APC's with catastrophic results. Half way

through the afternoon of that first day,
was alerted (screamed at more accurg
it's very hard to hear in the cabin of
dozer,) by Sergeant Fadden to get dc
out of the dozer and get undernea
apparently 2 VC were sighted in the

carrying RPG's, however they manage

edsOcZ%Pe.f eIrnt edraest i
driver was a}_acthie Wﬁlson, 3’ taﬁent

tely,

a

DWN

th,

cut

d to
ngl y
ed

him when he was going back out to
Clearing, and he
they've had one go at me, they're
having another¢.

| realised that they would
looking for another operator, so W
the offer came for replacem
operators, | put up my hand. They
never volunteer for anything in
Army, but | was getting bored with
doing mundane tasks around the
camps and wanted some excitemer
I reckoned clearing jungle with |

plant would provide, (Cat D8 dozerls
this case). Not long after this | w
informed that | would be off to Land

N
Anttiank mine -h
as t

choppered out to Land Clearing and the same day,
for the very first time was put on a D8, number 3.
This dozer | shared with Bob Pride, later b life

Clearing, consequently within one day | WaSsician and later to become another good fri¢

The Army contained people from all wa
and talents, particularly from those w

and.

ks
ho

become one of my best mates. were conscripted. Later that evening, we

Previously | had only operated a TD15 ingoming from a couple of RPG's and small arms
smaller dozer. Right from the start, | had trouBl€ at the camp, we all fired back but with |no
with the dozer, with the left steering brake lockikgown result. Eventually Artillery from Nui Dat
Eventually this was rectified, so proceeded @l our own mortars seemed to quieten things
the other dozers dowflowp g Bit, hoyeyer the arifegy lagded,qnghe p ¢
the area we were clearing). It was always a neWRRg side of the cut. This first day was a portent
trip in the dozers to the end of the previous d&swhat was to happen for the rest of the
clearing because of the constant possibility ef &fgration regarding enemy activity, they seemed
tank mines being laid overnight by the vC . dgtermined to bring Land Clearing to a halt if they

|l ssue: July 2023
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(ARV) of the Tankies, despite being told
not to, attempted to tow a disabled dozer
by the top of the blade. This resulted |in
the whole blade, A frame and lift cylinders
being ripped from the dozer. This
incident led to what later became| a
famous oOotug of warpréo
Dat between a dozer from the Land
Clearing team and an ARV from the
Armoured Corp. This competition and
the result is another story for a later date.
perati on Lyrebirdo

— _ 00
ifhe @utom the air, white tiopg g pbeoptProd, fith many contacts

CRR
aa

possibly could.

We were not required to man t
machine guns at night while we ’§
in camp, this was handled by thSEe
infantry protection Company, our onjciBEREsE .
job was to clear jungle in our allottf T &
areas, a hard enough job in itself. ’

our own mortars had a go as well,
unknown results.

The next day 2 VC were sightg
in our cut, one carrying a bag,|thecadi ng out for the midday change
infantry took off after them, and in their ride on the top of thef APC.
haste to get away, one of them dropped . . .
2 RPG's. On the 7th August, an APC heading I;%ppenmg for the rest of the opgratlon, obviously
to pick up grunts, (infantry) had 2 RPG's pi VvC were most unhappy with our presence.
small arms fire directed at them, fortunatéﬁ}er .pulllng down.the camp and packlr_lg up, al
without any casualties. On the 11th, the pilotn%?ChmeS and equipment drove out to Highwa _15
the Possum chopper sighted 2 VC sitting on aarﬁﬁ]I were Iogded onto transporters_ for thg Irip
watching us, so he engaged them with M16 H“ﬁgk_ o Nui Dat. We had recewed rell_able
with again, no known result. On the 12th Augdg{,elllge_nce that_ there was a regiment of VC. In the
a patrol on the nearby hill located 5 VC in a Al with the aim of wiping us out, _bUt luckily we
and chased them downhill but ran into a platdBﬁnaged to ge_t out before  this happered.
sized force and had to withdraw. A later ambmedless to say, it was a rather nervous trip down
resulted in one VC KIA. Things were getting m6P§ cut to the road, coupled with the overnight

interesting by the day, and a very interesting Ry at the road, before we all ma”aged to |load
week or so on Land Clearing. onto transporters and head back to Nui Dat. Qur

An incident happened on the 1st Ailttle team of dozers, trucks, rovers etc. would have
September when an Armoured Recovery Vetﬁ&gn no match for a VC Regiment, despite|the

(Continued5d®n page
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protection of a company of grunts and the troBgXt operation. Oh, not to forget of course, more
of APC's. importantly in our minds was a couple of days
This was the end of oR&pewRiRYUgITaUL yr ebirdé an

next couple of weeks were spent cleaning up, .
repairing, servicing and painting the dozers forkh@ 1 Dur ha m=

Tucker time for operators at th|le mess

Mortar protection at LYRE BI RD firle
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Commemorati‘r}g zt;llustr%‘l/ian Service in the
letnam War

In 2023, the Australian Government will mark the 50th
anniversary of the end of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam
War with:

1 a televised Commemorative Service (service) at the Australian Vietnam
Forces National Memorial on Anzac Parade, on Friday 18 August 2023;
and

1 production and distribution of a Commemorative Medallion

(medallion) and Certificate of Commemoration (certificate).
Commemorative Service
18 AUGUST 2023 FROM 10:00AM
Attendees are encouraged to plan their journey and arrival times carefully.
You are requested to arrive prior to 10:00am; the site will be open from
9:00am.

You are encouraged to use public transport where possible to attend
the service as car parking is extremely limited. Free shuttles to the service
will be provided from the Canberra CBD going directly to Anzac Parade.

Only 6,000 seats are available for this service. Accessible seating and
support are provided to those who have indicated a need for accessible
assistance when registering for an attendance pass.

All attendees planning to attend the service are required to register for
an attendance pass to access the commemorative site.

To obtain an attendance pass, please visit
vietham50.teg.com.au

Commemorative Medallion and Certificate

While Australia can never repay the debt we owe to the 60,000 who served in
Vietnam, the medallion and certificate are a small but meaningful way to
honour their service and to recognise the sacrifice of those who never
returned home.

The medallion and certificate will be made available to every living
veteran, widows of veterans and other family members of veterans of the
Vietnam War.

The medallion is free of charge for any veteran who served in the
Viethnam War.

Applications are made online at

dva.gov.au/vietham50

Please note that you will need to know your service number, or the
service number of the veteran you are applying on behalf of, in order to apply.
If you require support to apply, please phone
1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) between 9am and 5pm AEST Monday to
Friday, and say the word ‘medallions’ when prompted. You can also email
commemorations@dva.gov.au
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Vietnam Vebdb®tr@amise s

From | etters diaries

Here we have Part 6
HMAS Sydney told b
crew, John | nghn

HMAS SYDNEY:
t he bl oody o0A
196667

(In which the dangers of underwater attack are explained)

Soldiers liked souvenirs with a particular Of note to us in the SYDNEY was anothe
propensity for S Y D N E Ehdghshspeaking radio gtatioa which beamedcits
embellished with the RAN crest and superiorpimpaganda from the North (Vietnam) courtesy

guality to that i ssue@dHahoi slHamdma&mé&.. Hanvmd
cutlery was silver plated and of special appealwere within range, describing us in hysteric
Significant quantities of our cutlery, bone chin@ r ms o0as | ackeys of

cof fee cups and saucedesstwoay ad obwa | tkh casseh ow e
in Australian ports and South Vietnam. Checksughlike threats. Of course, it was easy to dism]
sol diersd baggage b e fherinemiddtingsmessdgasrbkt disconcering
been both unwise and impossible. We kkpbw Hanoi knew of our presence. There were

records of the 01l os s eisstancesnwkerewrespansibie W fortes expot

convince Army Office to reimburse Navy thes to attack by breaking radio silence, or in one

costs of replacements. instance, illuminating us from a searchlight in a
Portabl e o0transi st ananrtime sardeillance ailcrafcaa wegroeceeded
haved b-$960s buewontd ndt function speed towards Vung Tau harbour. When the
inside the ship6s hul daptainAhreatenedghe offendiagnaircvaf with d
in dark gun sponsons and suchlike listening to thenfire, the light was extinguished.
crackle oRadio Australiafor news of home. Or The Saigon River delta is a vast expanse
in Asian waters any station which could be water in which lies a myriad of lewel mud
detected including théice of America,to be islands, mostly vegetated. To the north are tree
later immortalised by Robin Williams in the filmhills interspersed with houses visible from the
0Good Morning, Vi et na mdésignated anchorages exposed to the elemen
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and enemy forces. Tidal action is very visible waild working as fishermen by day and saboteur
the water a debris littered murky brown. Safe by night were operating in waters between Vun
diving activity is only possible at slack water and@au and Saigon. To counter this activity an RA
then very limited in duration. In 1966 there wereClearance Diving Team was assigned to the ar
as many as D merchant ships at anchor or  to back up US Navy SEAL teams.
secured to buoys in neat rows waiting to make the This must have been an awful task for
hazardous passage up the long channel to the many reasons including the fact by 1967
Saigon wharves. Most of these are old, some SYDNEY was way overdue for refit and the hu
former oOLibertyo6 shi pgshafts, propellers etcovera reeavidy caateden av
aware of the dangers: on the one hand trying taswathe of marine growth-500 mm in depth.
profit from the war while on the othertasking Thi s was having a sig
second at e ships i n Amer pedoarirsce, imduding fubl comdurdptidn.orhe
rapidly escalate their military presence in SouthNaval Board was being held to ransom by cert:
Vietnam. But the 01l ogii#antiumons, ih padi¢ulardhe Raintdrs énd c
constipated short of the destination. Dockers, opposed to A
To serve as a visible warning of their the war. Their mission was simple: to stop
presence the VC (Viet Cong) had left evidence 8¥ DNEY and her escorts from participation in
their recent activity in the form of masts and  the conflict. Projected as an act of altruism it w
superstructure of two merchantmen sunk by a convenient lie. This union and its anarchist,
explosives at nearby anchorages. Their techniggmmunist sympathising leaders effectively se
was simple and deadly: a very simple device the opportunity to create ongoing industrial stri
comprising two captured US 225 kg iron bombsactivity to force the weak federal coalition
each secured inside agédlon drum with a governments of the day into ever increasing
detonator attached. The two drums connected lbpncessions. While | had deep, personal issue
a length of rope were then released to drift withwith the war, its objectives and prosecution by
the tide. On fouling an anchor cable, the drumsUS government | had even less sympathy for t

would hit a shipds si lkekligerentand bloougirsdediattitedes oficertsin

force. union leaders and their members who benefite
We were also very conscious VC from this sad situation at our expense.

Oswi mmer so6 using basic snorkelling €@gi-fpdne
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SYDNEY®6s signal men closed up 241/ 7
stands by

SYDNEY, whenever at a designated anchorage, was a prized target and our escor
suppl emented by RAN divers, woul d o0sweepo
check for explosive devices positioned either on the harbour bed or, limgeée, to our hull. At
slack water shipsé diving personnel wo ul
waterline. At all other times the propellers would be turned at irregular intervals to ward ¢
potential saboteurs and scare charges dropped over the side of ships as a deterrent.

The 2 hangar lift wells were open when at anchor to provide essential ventilation. This posec
ocalculated risk to ship safetyd as a wel

m

have major consequences. n

US MC

/S,
t he
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ACROSS DOWN

1. Dried fruit 1. Smelly animal

5. CEO 2. Found

9. Relative 3. Cancelled
10. Lean, slim 4. Guarantee
11. Flying toy 6. Command
12. Rules, standards 7. House employee
14. Corrugations 8. Ruin
15. Brawled 13. Fragrance
18. Station walkway 14. Reiterates
20. Milliners creation 16. Relative
23. Try 17. Cave
24. Comms device 19. Performed
25. Team 21. Exhibited
26z Hill

(3 Solution next issue
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My pen can write underwater. It can write other

words too, butnderwatsra favourite word.

You candt face backwdgrds
dictionary | d6ve checHled,
wrong.

Behind every angry woman is a man with no iglea of

what 6s going

Me and batter.i
not included in anything either.

on.

€es

A woman shouted to me at the railway station
asked how she could get to the other platform
told her she was already on the other platform

On a dark and stormy night a hitchhiker spots
approaching and jumps in just as a shard of

lightening flashes nearby and a roar of thunde
shakes the car. He only notices there is no dri
after settling in and getting his bearings in the
seat. The car is moving forward on a slight do

havedg so

and

A car

f
er

back
vnhill

grading and building speed, when he sees thaf there

is a curve ahead. Just at that moment a hand
appears and adjusts the steering wheel at pre

the right moment. This scenario is repeated two

more times, before seeing a village ahead dur
flashes of lightening, and picking the right mor

when the car slows on a slight uphill twist in thie

road, the hitchhiker makes a move and spring
the stormy night making a beeline across a
paddock, and into the village pub.

There he is just getting his third double Bunda|
and telling the spellbound patrons all about hig
ghostly and terrifying adventure when the doo
opens and two muddied but strapping young 4
stride toward the bar, when one of them suddg
props and points at our terrified hitchhiker.

that d
pushing

Ther eods
we wer e

OHey!
whi | e
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5 money mistakes to avoid if you're going guarantor

I f youdre going to balance the future o
pay their own mortgage, make sure youdre @

f oy
1 Cr o

Nearly 40% of Aussies said it took them between two and five years to save for a deposit on a

home, while 25% said it took them between five and 10 years

If you have a family member who wants to get into the market sooner than that, you may
di scussed whether youdd be willing to spee
tor.

This is where you use the equity in you
|l tds essentially a promise by you (the gua
repayments and if they dondt, or are unabl

Whil e there may be benefits for the per

big deposit or could avoid paying lenders mortgage insurance), here are some things to avoid
making a decision.

1. Not knowing what youdre signing up for
Depending on the lender (and each will have their own terms and conditions if they allow for t
of arrangement), you can use your propert.\

amount plus additional costs, or limit the guarantee to a portion of the loan.
The role of guarantor will generally be limited to immediate family members, but may inc
lings, grandparents and even former spouses, depending on your lender.
Meanwhil e, how |l ong you act as guaranto
beyond a certain level, you can ask to be removed as guarantor, although this will have to be
by the lender and fees may apply.

2. Not considering changes in circumstances
You al ways want to hope for the best but o
point where they lose their job or become injured or ill and be unable to make repayments for

For this reason, you may want to find out if they have -apatkn, any emergency cash stas
away or personal insurance (what type and how much).

I f things dondét go as expected, repayme
less you have additional funds, worses e s cenari o, you may have
debt and there could also be flow on affects regarding your credit report.

3. Not giving much thought to your own bucket list
Going guarantor reduces your ability to bag
other plans that could be affeadexlich as holidays or other big purchases.

You may also want to give some thought to your retirement. June 2021 figures (which as
own your home outright and are pretty healthy) show individuals and couples, around age 67,
looking to retire today, need annual budget of around $44,818 and $63,352 respectively to fur
fortable lifestyle

have
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With that in mind, you dondt want a sud
ardise your retirement plans.
4. Not expressing your expectations
Before making any decisions, i1itods i mportanr
T both partiesd circumstances and expectatili

1 having an agreement in place to help make sure everyone is on the same page

how long you expect to be involved and what your exit strategy as guarantor might be.

5. Not exploring other financial avenues
There may be other financial avenues that could work better for you and the borrower depend
your situation.

Could you gift a deposit?

Il f you can afford it, gifting a deposit m

the amount your family member needs to borrow, and the interest paid over the life of their loz
Going down this avenue also means any loss you incur will be limited to the amount of tt
Bear in mind, if you happen to receive Centrelink payments (or are planning to in the futl

youdll need to consider that a gift of th

Could you go in as a cawner?
When you buy a home with family members, you share responsibility for the costs involved wik
ceiving the benefits of investing in property, depending on your arrangements.

|l tds I mportant t-ownaryodaeaireludadod the Idaaand cnlg owa a
share of the property. Il f you sign as a |
so are equally liable for the entire debt with the principal borrower.

Again, itds a good idea to document weac

Acting as a guarantor is a serious legal responsibility and you may be required to get legal ad
vice before a |l ender wil/l accept the arrat

i Finder- From down payment to dealbreaker: Average house deposit now exceeds $100k (Ap
il Association of Superannuation Funds of Australia (ASFA) Retirement Standard (June 2021
iii Bank of Mum and Dad report 2021: Property boom puts parents under pressure

To discuss further or to arrange a tioneview your current financial position please contact:

Paul Messerschmidt (Partner) MFinPlan

PSK Private Wealth

0414 811 777

(02) 8365 8333

paulm@psk.com.au

Paul Messerschmidt of PSK Financial Services Group Pty Ltd trading as PSK Private Wealth
134 987 205 is an Authorised Representative of PSK Advisory ServicesAF$LLRB4656. Any

advice included in this document has been prepared without taking into account your objectiv
ci al situation or needs. Before acting on
in l'ight of your objectives, financial si-t
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https://www.finder.com.au/house-deposit-size-australia
https://www.superannuation.asn.au/resources/retirement-standard
https://mozo.com.au/home-loans/articles/bank-of-mum-and-dad-report-2021
mailto:paulm@psk.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

= ceLesraTING 205

AVCAT SCHOLARSHIPS

Tertiary scholarships for children and grandchildren of
Australian ex-serving veterans

S$4000—S$6000 a year, for 3 years

Eligibility includes Australian residency, child or grandchild
of an Australian ex-serving veteran, full-time tertiary student
in 2024 enrolled in a minimum one-year course at uni, TAFE
or RTO and in receipt of, or eligible to receive, a means-tested
Commonwealth educational benefit - Youth Allowance,
ABSTUDY, or Veterans’ Children Education Scheme (VCES)

Applications open Vietham Veterans’' Day
18 August 2023
And close midnight 31 October 2023

avcat.org.au
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VI ETNAM

in compliment with the tribute by Sylvia
Most of our readers and members would be aware that a number of Australian entertainers an
Fund (AFOF), entertained our troops in Vietnam throughout the War.

were taking, as Little Pattie can attest to, they felt that it was the least they could do to show th
cared about our troops and wanted to lift their morale whenever possible, and they did just tha

allied forces.

The entertainers that we acknowledge in particuiatamae Desmond AM MBE, Dinah Lee,
Little Pattie OAM, Lynne Fletcher, Jacqui De Paul and Sylvia Raye. They were fondly known b
Australian troops as 60Our Girlsd. Foll owin
ways and continue to attend ceremonies, commemorations and reunion dinners where they w
called upon as o6guest speaker swhatHogw ecaan ow
love you.

Lorrae Desmond AM MBE, who not only entertained Australian troops on numerous 0cca
in Vietnam between 1967 and 1971, but also entertained troops in other theatres of war or cor
between 1954 and 1959 and a number of other areas since 1971.

It was with great sadness when we were informed that Lorrae passed away on 23 May 2
a number of other Veterans attended her funeral in Sydney. She will be greatly missed by mar
veterans who knew her as an entertainer in Vietnam and thereafter, but also by many of the g¢
public who would have remembered her for h
show of the 6Country Practiced.

Lorrae lived in the UK for quite some time where she also had a successful career in the
entertainment business and was much loved for her wonderful performances.

Well done Lorrae and may you Rest in Peace.

There is a further tribute, commencing
entertainers in Vietnam and continued to entertain for many years thereafter not only in clubs
also a regular on Television and worked on radio programmes with the ABC Orchestra. Sylvig
close friends with Lorrae until her passing:

William (Bill) Roberts OAM JP
National President VVFA
Snr Vice President VVPPAA NSW-A

AUSTRALI AN ENTERTAI NERS I N S

(A memoriam to the Late Lorrae Desmond Al

Ray

d

musicians (ABC Band), under the auspices of the Government Sponsored Australian Forces Qverseas

They did so in their own time and were not paid, and even though they understood the risks they

at they
t. We

salute them for their commitment and the risk they took to entertain our troops and also some of our

y the

g t|
ere ofter
y er ofu
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1y Vietne
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o

A Field Battery Vietnam 1971
Group

Date: 14 Aug 2023

1420 August 2023. Contact Bill by
14 July for payment and further
information.

Reunion details

Location: Townsville/Lavarack
Barracks, QLD

Contact details

Name: Bill Downie

Phone: 0407 036 344
Email: abatteryreunion2023@gmail.com

2nd/4th Battalion The Royal
Australian Regiment Association
Date: 15 Aug 2023

Townsville, QLD

To be held around Townsville and
Lavarack Barracks 180 August
2023. Further details are on the
website or via email
reunion@24rarassociation.com
Contact details

Name: Phillip Smailes

Phone: 0409 642 067
committee@24rarassociation.com
www.24rarassociation.com

17th Intake 24 platoon D Coy
1 RTB Kapooka 1969
Date:18 Aug 2023

Looking for those of us who trained

I T6S ON AGAI
VVPPAA NSW
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
BANKSTOWN SPORTS CLUB
Date: 18 August 2023

Grand Hall foyer

Meet and Greet 9:3M:30am
Commemorative Service 11am
Luncheon and Show 12:330pm

N!

Recommend table reservations from
Monday 3 July by calling Granville ex RAAF Surface Finisher

office Admin

02 9682 1788 to secure a spot.
Tickets expected to go on sale
17 July, following release of July
issue of The Vietnam Veterans
Newsletter.

More details as they come to handpowls, official event and farewel

check our website often
http://www.vvfagranville.org

RAAF Catering Reunion
Date:1 Sep 2023
1-3 September 2023. RAAF

serving. RSVP by April 2023.
Reunion details

Location: Wagga Wagga
Contact details

Name:William Sullivan (Sully)
Phone: 0417 218 579
Email:sullivanw.n@bigpond.com

together in 24 PI D Coy for a bit of a RAAF Surfin Reunion
get together during and after the 50tfate:15 Sep 2023

anniversary commemoration.
Reunion details

Location: Vietnam Forces National
Memorial, Anzac Pde, Canberra,
ACT

Contact details

1517 September 2023.
Reunion details
Location: Ipswich, QLD
Contact details
Name:Garth Steinhardt
Phone: 0487 195 418

Name:Ernie Burgers and Baz CollinsEmail:surfinreunion@gmail.com

Email:ernie.burgers@bigpond.com
Website: Faceboeld 7th Intake 24
Platoon D Coy 1 RTB Kapooka

RAAF SURFIN REUNION
Date:15 Sep 2023

1517 September 2023

Reunion details

Location: Ipswich. QLD
Contact details

Name:Garth Steinhardt

Phone: 0487 195 418
Email:surfinreunion@gmail.com

Reunion

Date:16 Sep 2023
1517 September 2023. A reunign
for ex RAAF Surface Finishers and
their partners. Activities include
welcomes, Friday social, lawn

breakfast. For info, please contact
Jacko or Garth Steinhart on 048[7
195 418.

Reunion details

Location: CSI Ipswich, QLD
Contact details

Phone: 0413 700 298
Email:gregjackolyons@gmail.com

102 Field Workshop SVN
RAEME

Date:29 Sep 2023

29 Sep 1 Oct 2023. Members and
their partners are invited to attend
the btannual reunion on my
property. Ample free camping
available with basic shower and
toilet facilities and limited access to
power. Numbers attending are
required for catering purposes.
Reunion details

Location: 'Avondale’, 601 Brays
Road, Gannawarra, VIC
Contact details

Name:Noel (Loonda) Lake (OAM)
Phone: 03 5456 9246
Email:koonda@activ8.net.au
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RAN Writers Association Reunion 8/9 RAR Association 106 Field Workshop
Date: 13 Oct 2023 Date: 27 Oct 2023 Date: 20 Nov 2023
1315 October 2023. For more 50th reunion of raising the Battalion Location: Steeples Club
details, please email or visit the  linking 31 Oct 1973. All welcome,  Mornington, VIC

website. remember Vietham to Afghanistan/ To commemorate the 55 years

Reunion details Iran since 106 Fd Wksp formed at 1

Location: Sydney, NSW Reunion details ATF Nui Dat SVN on The Order

Contact details Location: Samford, Brisbane, QLD of Battle 1st Nov 1968.

Name: RAN Writers Association  Contact details Contact details

Phone: Name: Gregory Decker Name: Milton Pearson

Email: scribes@ranwriters.com Phone: 0417 464 251 Phone: 0488 050 261

Website: https://ranwriters.com Email: pointstar@bigpond.com Email: csm1066869@gmail.com
Website: https://89rar.com/welcome/Headquarters1st Australian

HMAS Leeuwin 49th Intake or https:// Task Force and D&E Platoon

Date: 13 Oct 2023 www.facebook.com/89RARAssn/ Date: 21 Nov 2024

1315 October 2023. RHOADES Location: Adelaide, SA

Division 49th anniversary. Meet ~ HMAS Leeuwin 35th Intake Dedication Service at the Pathway

and Greet at Olims Bar and Bistro Stevenson Division of Honour, (Adelaide War

18:30 Friday 13th October, corner Date: 10 Nov 2023 Memorial) where our own

of Ainslie & Limestone Ave, 10514 November 2023. 52nd Memorial will be unveiled.

Braddon. Sunday Drinks and Anniversary Reunion. Contact details

Goodbyes 11:00 15 October, Olims| ycation: Fremantle Name: John Verhelst

Phone: 0437 212 121
Email; jeverhelst@gmail.com
Website: www.hglatf.org

Bar. Drinks open to past and Contact details
present members of the Royal . N .
Australian Navy living-invisiting ~ Name: Blue Skimmings (Skimmo)
Canberra. ANTEA NAVIS Phone: 0488 977 312

SODALIS CONSOCIUS (Past Email: bluevickil@hotmail.com
Shipmates Reunited). Contacts

and further information: Bruce 21 Construction Squadron RAE
0Biscuit' Arnot tpate:11 Nov 2023
ibal07@hotmail.com or 0448 883 Reynijon/reconnection for all serving
701, Garry 0TI gegnhdexselifghiembers and their
glyons@gmail.com or 0402 000 partners. The cost will be determined

748; or Andrew (below). on numbers prior to the date. If
Reunion details accommodation is required, it would
Location: Canberra, ACT be advisable to book early. There will
Contact details be a meet and greet on Friday 10th and
Name: Andrew 'Possum’ Freame  Remembrance Day service on the 11th
Phone: 0408 114 205 prior to the reunion. On Sunday, a

Email: andrew.freame@bigpond.com gy will be held for all those staying.

Ex Naval Stores / MLSC members of Reunl_on_detalls

all ranks Location: Royal Hotel (Derms),
Date: 20 Oct 2023 Seymour, VIC

20-21 October 2023. Enquiries from  Contact details

other branches more than welcome. NameBill Thornley

Reunion details Phone: 0438 140 759

Location: Coffs Harbour, NSW Email:we.2.bez@bigpond.com
Contact details

Name: Alan Cady-Ellis

Phone: 0407 436 498

Email: temporaryloan@gmail.com

"One day we 'l all be 18 ug
at this cockup at some
flamin' reunion!"
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VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA
FULL STATE AND SUB -BRANCH LISTING

NATIONAL HEAD OFFICE (VETERANS SUPPORT CENTRE)

VVFA Inc

National PresidentVilliam (Bill) Roberts OAM JP Email:billr@vvfagranville.org

PO Box 170, (8 Mary St.) National Secr®asyn O 0 C oEmailsecretarip@vvfagranville.or@ranville,

NSW 2142

Tel:02 9682 1788

Fax: 02 9682 6134

Web: http://www.vvfa.org.au

NEW SOUTH WALES
VETERANS SUPPORT CENTRE
VVPPAA NSW Inc.

8 Mary St PO Box 170
Granville NSW 2142

Ph: (02) 9682 1788

Fax: (02) 9682 6134
www.vvfagranville.org
secretary@vvfagranville.org
President=rank Cole
SecretanRon O6Connor
Hours: Mon-Fri 09001600

CENTRAL COAST

PO Box 505 Ettalong 2257

Ph: (02) 4344 4760

Fax: (02) 4344 5467
centralcoastveterans@bigpond.com
PresidentAlan Ball

Secretangric Daniel

Hours: Mon,Wed 0932330

CENTRAL WEST

7 March St

Orange NSW 2800
President.indsay Wright
(02) 6362 5959
Secretaryayne Willis
0447 066 996
wayne.willis@bigpond.com

CLARENCE VALLEY

PO Box 137

Grafton 2460

Ph: (02) 6649 4186
PresidentRon Shoebridge
Secretary:orraine Burt OAM
newsouthwalespva@gmail.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 09001700

EUROBODALLA

28 Emmott St.

Moruya 2537

Ph: (02) 4474 2362

Mob 0419 201 788
PresidentRkussell Graham
Secretaryelen Kop

HASTINGS MANNING MACLEAY
PO Box 5330

Port Macquarie 2444

Office at RSL Wauchope SBlanch
Office Ph: (02) 6581 5230
Advocate only: (02) 6581 5509
hmmvvppaa@c2a.com.au
PresidentBill Wagner

Office Managet:yn Hancock

Hours: 10813:30 Mon, Tues, Thur.

ISLRWARRA

Legacy House 96 Market St
Wollongong NSW 2500

Ph: (02) 4228 6774
vvaaill@aapt.net.au

Presidenttan Birch

SecretaryPam Bowmaker OAM JP
Hours: Tue, Fri9:3012:30

MUDGEE & DISTRICTS

Inglis St, Railway Station

PO Box 511 Mudgee NSW 2850
Ph: (02) 6372 7740
secretary@vvfamudgee.org
PresidentKen Atkinson

Mb: 0428 246 147
SecretanRenee Lamshed

Ph: 0433 073 387

Hours: Mon, Tue, Wed 9:3830

NEWCASTLE & HUNTER
15 Tyrell St., PO Box 288
Wallsend 2287

Ph: (02) 4951 2666

Fax: (02) 4951 2633
secretary@nhvv.org
Presidenttan Bell
SecretaryDave Hansen
Hours: Mon, Thu 0904300

RIVERINA

PO Box 7120

Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
President:John Ploenges
Ph. (02) 6922 9766
SecretanRalph J Todd

eurobodallaviethamveterans@yahoop®: 0418 446 590

m.au

GREAT LAKES

Unit 3, 8082 Kularoo Drive
Forster, 2428

Ph: 0480 283 744
vvaglforster@gmail.com
PresidentGraham Kelly
SecretaryPaul Dawson
Hours: Mon & Thur 10061300

Email: ralphtodd@bigpond.com

SHOALHAVEN

PO Box 3229

North Nowra NSW 2541
PresidentClyde Poulton

Mb: 0412 642 848

SecretaryCarl Robinson
shoalhaven.vietvetsl@gmail.com

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
BOWRAL MITTAGONG MOSS
VALE

PO Box 90pMoss Vale NSW 2577
PresidenfTBA

Mb: 0420 864 133
SecretaryNlorman Austin

Mb: 0427 854 141
shvvppa@gmail.com

SOUTH WEST SLOPES
VIETNAM VETERANS INC.

3 Thomas Street

Junee 2663
jcl8746@bigpond.com

Ph: (02) 6924 1924

Mb: 0408 296 765
PresidentJohn Curtis
SecretanBarbara Curtis
TAYLORS ARM

798 North Bank Rd

Taylors Arm 2447
PresidentGeorge (Stuart) Johnson
Ph: 02 6564 2153
SecretanBtephen Spear

Mb: 0439 642 181

Email: cvpbl6@hotmail.com
WENTWORTH -COOMEALLA
Raymond Deed Veterans Retreat
PO Box 397

Dareton NSW 2717
PresidentMichael Chopping

Ph: 0481 306 854
SecretanBheila Sanders

Ph: 03 5027 4447
rdveteransretreat@iinet.net.au

VVPPAA (NSW BRANCH)
ZONE REPS

FAR SOUTH COAST

Gary Berman

Bega RSL SB

Ph: 6493 0449

Mob: 0409 888 248
gandsberman@bigpond.com
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VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA
FULL STATE AND SUB -BRANCH LISTING

QUEENSLAND VICTORIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA
VVF Queensland Branch Inc.  VVF Victorian Branch Inc VVFA WA Branch
18 Leagues Club Drive ALL MAIL TO: P.O. Box 167 30 Cornish Ave
PO Box 2817 Newcomb 3219 Woodvale WA 6026
Nerang Business Centre OFFI CE: 0 NDMAIANN eBh®8 9409 6682
Nerang Qld 4211 PLEASE: vvfawabranch@gmail.com
Ph: 07 5578 2233 Barwon Health President: Milton Kirk JP
Fax: 07 5578 2822 Myer St, Geelong 3220
State PresiderReter Handy JP  Presidentiohn Arnold OAM NORTHERN TERRITORY
Mbl: 0448 195 020 jOhnaI’n0|d@iinet.net.au Contact SA Head office for Northern
president@vvfgld.com Secretaryris Cargill JP Territory contact details.
State Sec/TreaBeter Cameron OAM Mb 0488 053 973 . . .
Mbl: 0408 276 044 ritscargill@yahoo.com 833?;:2 rﬁ;lraa;(r)\v|rI:;L=:mC;ff|ce for future Darwin
treasurer@vvfgld.com Mon - Wed 09001400 9
www.vvigld.com VIC SUB- BRANCHES
VVF Brisbane/Gold Coast of GRAMPIANS \S/\?Egzlu?r?iggﬁall_l?
Australia SecretarjyRon JenserD409 023 487 B h
Regional SubBranch Inc. ; ; ; ranch Inc.
g ! Respite Housing For Veterans in need  The Yerbury Centre
18 Leagues Club Drive - . Y
g Bowder Veterans Housing Unit 1. 3139 Norfolk Rd
PO Box 368 160 Coppards Rd Whittington 3219. -
Nerang Qld 4211 Marion SA 5043
03 5248 0996 Ph: 08 8296 2411

Ph: 07 5502 2836

admin@vietnamveterans.net.au Mon 8 Thur 100( 1500hrs

PresidentAndy Bryson ACT STATE BRANCH wisa@tpg.com.au

Mbl:0424 476 027 VV&VF ACT Inc http:/vvfsa.org.au

Secretary/Treasurdteter 9 Burkitt Street, Page. 2614 PresidentMal Thiele JP

Cameron OAM Veterans Support Centre Belconnen SecretaryDon Cochrane
office@vscact.org.au BROKEN HILL
www.vvfact.org.au Des Kennedy

Veteran Support Centre NQ In Presidentiard Gainey Jp Vi 0412 458 054

TOWNSVILLE Secretary_'eanne Connor MILITARY MUSEUM

PO Box 280, Garbutt East BUBLACOWIE

JC Butler Bldg TASMANIA Welfare OfficerChris Soar

1 Charters Towers Rd ALL PENSION ENQUIRIES TO 0448 994 561/0428 377 287

Townsville, 4814 DENNIS HANMER OAM Ph: 08 8853 4379

Ph: 07 4772 4655 NSW HO 02 9682 1788 SAREPS

vethelp@bigpond.com ALICE SPRINGS AREA

Presidenttan Bowron Alan Wilkes

SecretarnKayla Mastalerz KATHERINE AREA

Scott Landers

Currently in the ADF, Transitioning, a younger Veteran?
We invite you to join our association and become a member.

Simply select your preferred Branch or Sub -Branch from the list above, complete the
form on page 29, and mail it, or email a copy, to the address indicated.
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SE

L1 S

T

TEM DESCRI PTI ON PRI CE | TEM# DESCRI PTI ON PRI CE

101 NSW PLAQUE $ 50 01401 [LAPEL PI N RAN $

103 NSW BADGE $ 10 01402 [LAPEL PI N ENSI GN $

104 NSW PATCH $ 14 01403 |[LAPEL PI N ARMY $

105 NSW STI CKER $ 010404 [LAPEL PI N RAR $

106 NSW PEN $ 010405 [LAPEL PI N RAAF $

108 NSW STUBBY HOLDER]| $ 010406 [LAPEL PI N CROSS $

109 STUBBY HOLDER TRICGLOR 10 01500 [STICKER TWI N SET REG| $

110 VVFA PAD/ PEN $ 010501 [ STI CKER REGULAR $

111 VVFA GREEN CAP $ 22 01502 [ STICKER NASHO $

112 VVFA BLUE CAP $ 22 01503 | STICKER DAMN PROUD $

113 VVFA WHITE CAP $ 22 01504 [ STICKER LOVE or LEAVES

114 VVFA BLACK CAP $ 22 01505 [ STICKER PROUDLY $

115 PLATE SURROUND LGE $ 12 01506 | STI CKER SUPPORT $

116 PLATE SURROUND sSM| $ 12 01507 [ STICKER TWI N SET NASH®

117 VVFA PEN/ TORCH SET $ 010508 | STI CKER SUPPORT NAVY| $

124 KEYRI NG VVFA GADGET 010509 [ STICKER NAVY VETERAN| $

125 KEYRI NG NAVY $ 010510 [ STI CKER SUPPORT ARMY| $

126 KEYRI NG ARMY $ 010511 [ STI CKER ARMY VETERAN| $

127 KEYRI NG RAR $ 10 01512 [ STICKER SUPPORT RAAF| $

128 KEYRI NG Al RFORCE $ 010513 [ STI CKER RAAF VETERAN| $

129 KEYRI NG VVFA $ 010514 [ STI CKER AFGHAN VETER|AN

130 LANYARD $ 10 01515 [ STICKER | RAQ VETERAN| $

131 BANGLE $ 010516 [ STI CKER SOMALI A VETERAN

201 THE MI NEFI ELD BOOK $ 45 01517 [ STICKER TI MOR VETERANS

301 BUCKLE RAN $ 35 01518 [ STI CKER SUPPORT/ THANKS

302 BUCKLE SERVICE RI BBON 35 0

303 BUCKLE RAR s 5 oALL ITEMS (ABOVE) ARE FOR SALE VIA OUR WEBSITE,

204 BUCKLE RAA s 35 O(www.vvfagranviIIe.org/ecommerce/index.php).
AND AVAILABLE FROM OUR GRANVILLE OFFICE AND SOME SUB

305 BUCKLE RAE $ 35 0.BRANCHES. PHONE TO CHECK CURRENT STOCK AVAILABILITY.

306 |BUCKLE RAAC 8 35 [BM00crUCTS AND WE ENGOURAGE VISITORS T0 USE THIS

307 BUCKLE RAAF $ 35 oFACILITY BEFORE CONTACTING THE OFFICE. All proceeds go
toward our Scholarships for the children and grandchildren of veterans.

308 BUCKLE RAAMC $ 35 0

309 BUCKLE RAASC $ 35 0

310 BUCKLE RAEME $ 35 0

311 BUCKLE RAS $ 35 0

312 BUCKLE RAAOC $ 35 0
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