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Dear Santa, 
DVA has let the number of 

veterans disability claims 

received, but not yet decided, 

accumulate to well over 

60,000. 

Veterans are having to wait 

for decisions, many of which 

are life changing, for 

something round a year. 

This is a ridiculously large 

number and a ridiculously 

long wait. 

The Royal Commission has 

identified the long wait as a 

possible contribution to 

veterans suicide. 

Would you please send your  

elves to sort the mess out? 

NEXT ISSUE 
MARCH 24 

¶ ROYAL COMMISSION ACCUSES DVA & DEFENCE 
OF NOT GIVING WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT. 

¶ HARMONISINGï IS DVA FAIR DINKUM? 

¶ VVFA HISTORY CONTINUES.              And More é. 

ALSO 
INSIDE 
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Our Readers love 

Vietnam Veteransô Stories 

Gleaned from letters diaries and memories 

Welcome to new author Ross Wood with his story of the hazards 

of sleeping on the Vung Tau Ferry. 

Don Greentree campaigned for a battle fought in Vietnam (and his 

unit's part in it) to be oĿcially acknowledged.  

Welcome to Paul Davidson who, having read Ian Granland's 

Canungra story in our last edition, tells of quite a diľerent 

experience. 

Then David Calderwood tells us of his adventurous and diľerent R 

and C. 

Regular author John Ingram, brings us episode 7 of the story of 

HMAS Sydney.ʭ 
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VIETNAM VETERANSô FEDERATION 

of AUSTRALIA Inc. 

Incorporating 

Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and 

Peacemakers Association of Australia  (NSW 

Branch ) Inc. 

Vietnam Veterans Federation Queensland Branch 

Inc. 

Veteran Support Centre NQ Inc - Townsville 

Vietnam Veterans & Veterans Federation  ACT 

Inc. 

Vietnam Veterans Federation  Victorian Branch 

Inc. 

Vietnam Veterans Federation  South Australian 

Branch Inc. 

Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia  WA 

Branch. 

 

Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee: 

National President      William Roberts OAM 

NSW State President TBA 

Qld State President Peter Handy 

FNQ President  Ian Bowron 

ACT State President Ward Gainey 

Vic State President  John Arnold OAM 

SA State president  Mal Thiele 

WA State President Milton Kirk JP 

Research Officer  Graham Walker AM 

 

MEMBERSHIP  
                                        

   Belonging 
    Advocacy 
     Success 

Membership is due on 1 January each year. 

(July 1 for Queensland members) 

M embership to our organisation empowers 
a team to achieve much within the 

veteran community, by assisting veterans with 
claims and applications on a wide spectrum of 
government provided avenues of compensation 
and benefits across 3 Acts of parliament. 

Each as an individual is ineffective when 
lobbying governments for change, or to amend 
an injustice. Together as an organisation, with a 
strong membership we are able to, and have 
done, improve pathways for better treatment of 
veterans. 

 We survive as an organisation on the strength 
of our membership, and even if you have won 
the battle with Veterans Affairs (DVA), there is 
always the risk of changes in Government 
policy which may erode benefits and pensions 
or changes to eligibility entitlements. 

We encourage membership from all who 
support our objectives, veterans, service and ex-
service members, as well as war-widows and 
their families. You donõt have to be a member 
or ex-member of the Australian Defence Forces 
(ADF). In most instances, anyone may join our 
organisation, with few exceptions, so why not 
enquire today. 

It is through our membership subscriptions, 
fund raising activities and many kind donations 
from our members, and general public, that we 
are able to continue supporting our fellow 
Veterans and Service members in need, and 
meet our increasing welfare and pension 
workload. 

Should you be able to help with a donation, or 
leave a bequest in your Will, it would be 
extremely beneficial and greatly appreciated. 

We thank you for your kind support.ʭ 
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On the 50th Anniversary of  the end of  the Vietnam war and the 40th 

Anniversary of  the release of  the Redgum version of  I Was Only 19, John 

Schuman releases a new version with a band that is an institution in the music 

world, The Waifs. 

It is of  course a great song and this new version is up to the task of  

honouring it. 

You can watch and listen to the new version on UTube:    

Google: You Tube-John Schumann-I was only19-the Waifs. 

Itõs certainly worth a listen (and watch). 

If  you would like to catch up on what Shooey is doing ,you can get to his 

web-site by Googling , Schumann.com.au and see page 28 this issue. 

John Schumann does new 

version of  

I Was Only 19  

with the band, The Waifs 
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Vietnam veteranõs story 

Careful where you sleepéé.A tale of a lucky escape   8 

How could it come to thiséé.Defence and DVA not 
giving necessary support to Suicide Royal Commission     6 

Vietnam veteranõs story 

The Battle of Tua Thicéé.The battle that ônever wasõ 
and the unique role of the mortars                                 14 

Will the recommendations of the Suicide Royal 
Commission end up in a bureaucratic wilderness?   
(like so many other reports and recommendations)         10 

Vietnam veteranõs story 

A very different Canungra storyéé.a tribute to the clip-
board                                                                             24 

Rifle Company Butterworthé...some welcome 
recognition                                                                     30 

Harmonising three compensation schemes into 
oneé...how will it effect Vietnam veterans (and is DVA 
fair dinkum?)                                                                 22 

A further episode of the story of the early Vietnam veteran 
movementé...The story of community concern over chemicals 

leading up to the formation of the VVAA.                                   42 

Vietnam veteranõs story 

A different R and Céé...You might be surprised what 
David got up to.                                                             32 

Vietnam veteranõs story 
The story of HMAS Sydney     Part 7    The lurking 
underwater danger                                                         58 
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CLOSE-OFF DATE FOR 

MARCH 24 ISSUE 

1 FEBRUARY 2024 

For items of publication contact 

editor@vvfagranville.org 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE ©  

Copyright of all original material in The Vietnam Veterans Newsletter is 

held by the author and should not be reproduced for profit without the 

permission of the author. Reproduction for non-profit newsletters, military 

archives or study purposes in proper context is allowable but 

acknowledgement of the author and source should be made. 

 1. Authors intro 

 2. Federation Affiliates list 

 2. About membership 

 3. John Schumann & The Waifs  

 4. Headliner News Index 

 5. Other News & Indexes 

 9. Paid Advert Foot Clinic 

21. Notice for University Study 

26. From Editors Desk 

38. Letters to Editor 

63. Crossword Corner & Unknown Comic 

67. 8 RAR  Reunion notice  

68. Reunions & Notices 

70. Branches / Sub-Branches Listings 

72. Open Arms advert 

73. Membership form 

74. Change of Address Form 

75. Mortality Report Form 

76. Merchandise list/Pics 

80. Operation Life Advert 

81. Last Post 

84. Member Discounts 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT   12 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION  13 

TRIBUTE TO FRANK COLE    20 

JOHN SCHUMANN TOUR DATES   28 

NATIONAL SECRETARY REPORT   40 

LOOKING FOR TEACHERS    56 

GOVT., ENERGY REBATES   62 

PSK FINANCIAL ARTICLE    64 

FRANKSõ SURPRISE     66 

BOOK REVIEWS & EXCERPTS 

THE MINEFIELD             27 

THE LONG SHADOW            29 

THE THIRD CHOPSTICK                          39 

WHEN HE CAME HOME                           57 

PORKYõS PEOPLE            61 
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Best rates going 
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Contact the Editor 
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editor@vvfagranville.org 

Ridiculous waiting times persist 

As at 30 September 2023, there were 
75,516 claims received by DVA on 
which no decision had been made. 

The processing time, depending on 
the type of claim, was a bit over or 
under a year. 
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on-board and act.ò 

That they have not fully got ôon-boardõ is 

reprehensible. 

1600 servicemen and women have 

committed suicide between 1997 and 2020 or 20 

times the number of service personnel killed on 

active duty. 

The Royal Commissionõ chair, Nick Kaldas, 

further pointed out that the suicide rate for ex-

serving men who served in the ôpermanentõ forces 

is 44 per cent higher than the general Australian 

male population., while for female veterans it is 

107 per cent higher.  

The tragedy is heightened when it is realised 

that, all things being equal, service personnelõs 

In a speech to the National Press Club on 

Wednesday, 13 September, commission chair 

Nick Kaldas said: 

ñDespite the government 

establishing a royal commission 

and the legislature wanting 

certain issues investigated, 

obtaining critical information 

from Commonwealth bodies in a 

timely manner has been 

difficultò  

ñOur success will require 

government and its agencies, 

including the ADF, defence and 

DVA, to, once and for all, get 

How could it 
come to this. 

(it is reprehensible that 

government departments 

are not giving full 

cooperation to the Royal 

Commission into Defence 

and Veteran Suicide) 
Defence and Veteran Suicide Royal 

Commissioner Nick Kaldas addresses the 

National Press Club on 13 September. 

Photo: Screenshot. 
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By the way 

Nick Kaldasõs acknowledgement. 

ôFifty years on from the end of Australia's 
involvement in the Vietnam War, I 
acknowledge the lasting legacy of our 
Vietnam veterans in being the first to raise 
awareness about mental health and PTSD. 

ôTheir experiences have helped shape 
modern society's understanding of these 

incredibly complex issues, which allows 
this Royal Commission to examine in 

depth the ongoing tragedy that is defence 
and veteran suicide.õ 

suicide rate should be lower than the general 

population because the selection procedure 

eliminates applicants showing any sign of mental 

instability. 

This lack of urgency and tardiness is, of course, 

not new, especially in the workings of DVA, but that 

it would persist in the face of the tragic suicide 

figures is totally unacceptable. 

The VVFA specially concurs with Nick 

Kaldasõs criticism of DVAõs ôadversarial culture, 

which he says ôhas left many veterans re-traumatised 

when forced to justify their claims for compensationõ. 

 

 

The VVFA joins with the Royal Commission 

commissioners in demanding that the laggard 

Department of  Defence, DVA and the ADF to GET 

WITH IT.ʭ 
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I  returned to Australia on H.M.A.S. Sydney, 

sailing into Sydney Harbour on Friday 12 May 

1967. That was a welcome return but the journey 

has left me with a frightening memory. Not so 

much of what happened, more what could have 

happened.  

On the first two nights out of Vung Tau, 

sailing in the South China Sea, groups of us slept 

in the sponsons (platforms extending out from the 

side of the ship) until about 3am when pelting rain 

sent us inside. 

My sleeping place was a small metal-box-

type-thing immediately to the rear of the sponson, 

which was firmly attached to both the sponson 

and the hull, but was directly over the sea. Nothing 

between this box-thing and the ocean.  

When I first tried it, it felt firm enough, so I 

curled up in that sleeping-bag-thing the Navy gave 

us and was comfortable enough.  

On the third morning out at sea, a Naval 

Officer in his white uniform was roaming around 

the ship with a large steel spike belting things. 

When he got to where I had spent the last two 

nights, I watched him belt this steel spike onto the 

base of where I had been sleeping. To my 

immediate horror he was able with very little effort 

to force his steel spike straight through. There was 

then a bloody big hole directly under my sleeping 

spot. It turned out this officer was on some kind 

of regular round, searching for rust in what we 

were later informed was this old rust bucket of a 

ship.  

He immediately declared my small metal box 

out of bounds. Looking at me he ordered ôDonõt 

under any circumstances get in itõ.  

I felt lucky that the floor of this box had not 

rotted away while I was sleeping on it resulting in 

me falling into the ocean and my absence not 

being discovered till next morning.  

That is the nightmare from my trip in 

H.M.A.S. Sydney, that can still visit my 

dreams. 

 
Ross Wood  
ex-5 R.A.R.ʭ 

Careful Where You Sleep 
On the Vung Tau Ferry 

Ross Woodôs selection of a place to sleep could have 

been better. 

Vietnam Veteransô Stories 

From letters diaries and memories 
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The Royal Commission into Defence and 

Veteran Suicide has uncovered a disturbing lack of 

response by governments to previous reports and 

enquiries relevant to Defence and Veteran suicide. 

The Royal Commission has found:  

óWe note the considerable number 

of previous reports delivered and 

inquiries conducted since 2000 

that are relevant to the topics 

of suicide and suicidality among 

serving and ex - serving ADF 

members. We have identified over 

50 previous reports, and more 

than 750 recommendations. While 

we acknowledge that many of these 

reports and inquiries were about 

discrete topics, we have been 

dismayed to come to understand 

the limited ways that Australian 

Governments have responded to 

these previous inquiries and 

reports.ô 

It is reassuring to have our own frustrating 

experience over the years recognised by this Royal 

Commission. 

We must ensure that the final 

recommendations of this Royal Commission (to 

be published next year), are not delayed by being 

made the subject of some time wasting further 

enquiry or lost in some bureaucratic wasteland. 

The Royal Commission too is well aware of 

these possibilities. To guarantee its 

recommendations do not conveniently disappear, 

the Royal Commission wants: 

ñWe commissioners believe an 

enduring, powerful, independent 

body is necessary to hold 

government, the ADF, defence, DVA 

and other relevant agencies, as 

well as state and territory 

governments, to account, to make 

sure that they prioritise the 

major, long - term, complex reforms 

that are needed,ò  

ñThis body must not only be 

independent, it must have the 

Will the recommendations of the 

Suicide Royal Commission end up 

disappearing without trace?  

(like so many other reports and 

recommendations) 
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confidence of serving and ex -

serving ADF members and seek 

direct and significant input from 

them.  

ñIt must be an oversight body but 

not one that usurps the leadership 

of the DVA or ADF, nor one that 

absolves that leadership of its 

primary responsibility for 

veteransô wellbeing. 

ñAnd it must have sufficient 

powers to deal with the issues it 

faces.ò 

The government has tentatively agreed to 

establish such a body but we note with some 

alarm that no allowance was made for it in the last 

Federal budget. 

 

We shall be looking for it in the next.ʭ 


