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Dear Santa, { P

DVA has let the number of = _—
veterans disability claims e

=
e —

received, but not yet decided, = %
‘accumulate to well over -
60,000. _—
Veterans are having to wait »

for decisions, many of which

are life changing, for

something round a year. -

This is a ridiculously large

number and a ridiculously

long wait.

The Royal Commission has

identified the long wait as a

possible contribution to

veterans suicide.

Would you please send your

elves to sort the mess out?
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Partners
Michael A Carbonaro BA LL B
Greg Isolani BALL B

Level 5

488 Bourke Street

Melbourne Vic 3000

DX: 488 Melbourne

Ph: 03 8673 5888

Fax: 03 8673 5899
gregisolani@kcilawyers.com.au
www.kcilawyers.com.au

Established in 2001, our team of lawyers
provide clients with high levels of personal
service and professional representation in
a range of legal and commercial matters.

KCT's experience and expertise has led to them being
a respected voice in Military and Commonwealth
compensation, advocating for Veterans and families
for 27 years'

SERVICES

DVA - Military Compensation

Commonwealth Superannuation (MSBS, DFRDB and Retrospective medical discharge claims)
Asbestos - Dust Disease Tribunal claims.

Industry super claims - income protection - TPD appeals,

Coroner's inquests

claims for Detriment Caused by Defective Administration - CDDA
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Our Readers | o
Vietnam Ve dRtr@arise

Gl eaned from |l etters diarie

Tell us another
story Grandad

You should write them down and
send them to that VVFA Newsletter
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I can show it

Yes, and then
to all my friends
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Vi

of AUSTRALI A I nc.

Incorporating

Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and
Peacemakers Association of Australia (NSW
Branch ) Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Queensland Branch
Inc.

Veteran Support Centre NQ Inc Townsville

Vietnam Veterans & Veterans Federation ACT
Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Victorian Branch
Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation South Australian
Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia WA
Branch.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee:

National President ~ William Roberts OAM
NSW State President TBA

QIld State President
FNQ President lan Bowron

ACT State President Ward Gainey

Vic State President  John Arnold OAM

Peter Handy

SA State president  Mal Thiele
WA State President Milton Kirk JP
Research Officer Graham Walker AM

ETNAM VETBRERSRATI OIN Membershipis due on 1 January each year.

(July 1 for Queensland members)

embership to our organisation empowers
a team to achieve much within the

M

veteran community, by assisting veterans with
claims and applications on a wide spectrum of
government provided avenues of compensation

and benefits across 3 Acts of parliament.

Each as an individual is ineffective when
lobbying governments for change, or to amé¢nd
an injustice. Together as an organisation, with a
strong membership we are able to, and have
done, improve pathways for better treatment of
veterans.

We survive as an organisation on the strempgth
of our membership, and even if you have won
the battle with Veterans Affairs (DVA), there|is
always the risk of changes in Governmgnt
policy which may erode benefits and pensiEns
or changes to eligibility entittlements.

We encourage membership from all who

support our objectives, veterans, service and ex
service members, as well as-wwows and
their families. You

or exmember of the Australian Defence Forges
(ADF). In most instances, anyone may join pur
organisation, with few exceptions, so why hot
enquire today.

It is through our membership subscriptions,

fund raising activities and many kind donatipns
from our members, and general public, that|we
are able to continue supporting our fellpw

Veterans and Service members in need, |and
meet our increasing welfare and pendion
workload.

or
be

Should you be able to help with a donation
leave a bequest in your Will, it would
extremely beneficial and greatly appreciated

We thank you for your

| ssue: December 2023
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John Schumann does new
version of
| Was Only 19

with the band, The Walifs

lﬂHNSCHﬂMANN&THEIFS -

On the 50th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam war and the 4(
Anniversary of the release of the Redgum versioWad Only 19ohn
Schuman releases a new version with a band that is an institution in t
world, The Waifs.

It is of course a great song and this new version is up to the tas
honouring it.
You can watch and listen to the new version on UTube:
Google: You Tubdohn Schumannwas only19he Waifs.
| t 6s certainly worth a

If you would like to catch up on what Shooey is doing ,you can ge
website by Googling , Schumann.com.au and see page 28 this is

ith

ne mu

5k of

| i
t to hi:
sue.
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How could itcometothistc €. Def ence an|d
giving necessary support to Suicide Royal Commis@iqn

Vietnam veterands story
Careful whereyousleepé . A t al e of 8a

Will the recommendations of the Suicide Royal
Commission end up in a bureaucratic wilderness?
(like so many other reports and recommendations}0

Vietnam veterands story

The Battle of TuaThice €. The battl e
and the unique role of the mortars 14

Harmonising three compensation schemes into
oneé. .. how wi || It effect
fair dinkum?) 22

Vietnam veterands story
A very different Canungr

board 24
Rifle Company Butterwortté . . . some wel
recognition 30

Vietnam veterands story
A different YdRmight lwk sutpéséd what

David got up to. 32 e~
A further episode of the story of the early Vietnam veteran Inquu'y Ca“
movemengé . . . The story of commun %h over ¢
leading up to the formation of the VVAA. 42 by vetel'ansb —

bOdy RO

Vietnam veterands story
The story of HMAS Sydney Part 7 The lurking
underwater danger 58

| ssue: December 2023 4
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How ¢ oy
come t o

(it is reprehm
government dejfp
are not gi V]
cooperation t
Commi ssion i nft
and Veteran

PRESS CLUB
ﬂ.‘

o ALIA

Defence and Veteran Sgicid
Commi ssi oner Ni ck Kal dalJs ad
Nati onal Press Club onj|] 13 ¢
Phot o: Screenshot .
|naspeechtotheNationaIPressCIubon on-board and act. o
Wednesday, 13 September, commission chair That they havbeoarod/d fius

Nick Kaldas said:

AfDespite the
establishing a royal commission
and the legislature wanting
certain issues investigated,
obtaining critical information
from Commonwealth bodies in a
timely manner has been

di fficulto

ifOur success
government and its agencies,
including the ADF, defence and
DVA, to, once and for all, get

wi ||

gover nment

r € didie’pBpulation., while for female veterans it/ is

reprehensible.

1600 servicemen and women have
committed suicide between 1997 and 2020 or 20
times the number of service personnel killed pn
active duty.

The Royal Commi ssi
further pointed out that the suicide rate for ex
serving men who serv
Is 44 per ceritigherthan the general Australian

~

on?od
ed i
107 per cent higher.

The tragedy is heightened when it is realised
that, all things beilng e

| ssue: December 2023
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e

The Royal Commission says it's urgent,
s0 I've put Bruce on the job.

{11k

suicide rate should be lower than the general
population because the selection procedure
eliminates applicants showing any sign of mental B Y the way
instability.
This lack of urgency and tardiness is, of cpurse,
not new, especially in the workings of DVA, bufthat N1 ¢k Balad&sowl e dg ¢
it would persist in the face of the tragic suicide :
p : I bl i fty years on from
|gure5|stotayunac_cepta e. _ _ involvement in the
The VVFA specially concurs with Nick acknowl edge the 1| as
Kaldasds criticism of|] DVAODsamadeeeisans ail nc
which he says 0htmsmatise]ff aWsmbhanpesgetabans ment
when forced to justifly their c¢claims for co
dheir experiences |
modern society's und
The VVFA joins with the Royal Commissign Itnhc' re dRI bl yl CCO mp I_e X
commissioners in demanding that the laggard e tl hs ¢ r?ey ao N c?imnml sts rl
Department of Defence, DVA and the ADF to G E'F P go g .
~ and veter@n sui
WI'TH | T. n
| ssue: December 2023 7
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Vietnam Vebdb®tra@armise s

From |l etters diaries and mem

Car ef ul Where Y

On the Vung Tau Ferry
Ross V®moslel ection of a pl ace€g

been better

u

| returned to Australia on H.M.A.S. Sydney, = When he got to where | had spent the last two
sailing into Sydney Harbour on Friday 12 May nights, | watched him belt this steel spike onto
1967. That was a welcome return but the journdyase of where | had been sleeping. To my
has left me with a frightening memory. Not so immediate horror he was able with very little eff
much of what happened, more what could haveto force his steel spike straight through. There
happened. then a bloody big hole directly under my sleepi
On the first two nights out of Vung Tau, spot. It turned out this officer was on some king
sailing in the South China Sea, groups of us slepitregular round, searching for rust in what we
in the sponsons (platforms extending out from thwere later informed was this old rust bucket of
side of the ship) until about 3am when pelting rainip.
sent us inside. He immediately declared my small metal
My sleeping place was a small rhetal out of bounds. Lookin
typething immediately to the rear of the sponsoo,nder any <circumstanc
which was firmly attached to both the sponson | felt lucky that the floor of this box had no
and the hull, but was directly over the sea. Nothioiged away while | was sleeping on it resulting
between this bething and the ocean. me falling into the ocean and my absence not
When 1 first tried it, it felt firm enough, so Ibeing discovered till next morning.
curled up in that sleeptbggthing the Navy gave That is the nightmare from my trip in
us and was comfortable enough. H.M.A.S. Sydney, that can still visit my
On the third morning out at sea, a Naval dreams.
Officer in his white uniform was roaming around

the ship with a large steel spike belting things. Ross Wood
exs5 R. A. R. n

| ssue: December 2023 8
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THE MOBILE
& | foor cuime

ARE YOU A VETERAN?
WITH FOOT & KNEE
RELATED ISSUES?

INFO@THEMOBILEFOOTCLINIC.COM.AU

General nail and foot care.
including corns, calluses and
ingrown toe nails

DVA Health Cards

Management of (Gold & White)
foot/ankle/heel and knee pain are accepted as

payment upon
Prescribed Medial Grade GP referral
Footwear/Orthotics

0493 367 109 - INFO@THEMOBILEFOOTCLINIC.COM.AU

| ssue: December 2023 9
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Wi | | t he recommenda
Sui ci de Royal Commi
di sappearing witho

(l'tT ke so many other rlep

recommendati ons)

The Royal Commission into Defence and experience over the years recognised by this Royal
Veteran Suicide has uncovered a disturbing lac€@mnmission.

response by governments to previous reports and We must ensure that the final
enquiries relevant to Defence and Veteran suicideommendations of this Royal Commission (to

The Royal Commission has found: be published next year), are not delayed by being
OWe note the considerable number made the subject of some time wasting further

of previous reports delivered and enquiry or lost in some bureaucratic wasteland
inquiries conducted since 2000 The Royal Commission too is well aware pf
that are relevant to the topics these possibilities. To guarantee its

of suicide and suicidality among recommendations do not conveniently disappear,
servingand ex - serving ADF the Royal Commission wants:

members. We have identified over
50 previous reports, and more

than 750 recommendations. While
we acknowledge that many of these
reports and inquiries were about
discrete topics, we have been
dismayed to come to understand
the limited ways that Australian
Governments have responded to
these previous inquiries and
reports. o

It is reassuring to have our own frustrating

AWe commi ssioners beliegve
enduring, powerful, independent

body is necessary to hold

government, the ADF, defence, DVA
and other relevant agencies, as

well as state and territory
governments, to account, to make
sure that they prioritise the

major, long - term, complex reforms
that are needed, 0O

fal)

AThis body must not only be
independent, it must have the

| ssue: December 2023 10
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confidence of serving and ex - AAnd it must have suff
serving ADF members and seek powers to deal with the issues it

direct and significant input from faces. 0

them. The government has tentatively agreed to
Alt must be an over si glstabishdyuchabody but we note with some
not one that usurps the leadership alarm that no allowance was made for it in the
of the DVA or ADF, nor one that Federal budget.

absolves that leadership of its
primary responsibility for

_ We shall be looking for it in the ngxt.
veterans6é well being.

| ssue: December 2023 11
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