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Sadly, advancing age and illness amongst our volunteer staff  

means that our next issue may be delayed a little and the 
magazineõs style may change a bit. 

But what will not change is how much we love to publish 
your stories. 

Keep them coming. 

Meanwhile we welcome the authors who have contributed to this edition. 

Welcome back to John Ingram with episode 8 of the story of the V̀ung Tau Ferry', 

HMAS Sydney. 

Welcome back to valued contributor Al Wood telling of his attendance at a reunion 

of the Kiwi V3 Company (who served with 4RAR). 

And welcome back to author, Ray (Boris) O'Brien who relates his story of the battle 

in Hobo Woods. 

Keep those stories coming in.. 
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Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee: 

National President      William Roberts OAM  JP 

NSW State President TBA 

Qld State President Peter Handy 

FNQ President  Ian Bowron 

ACT State President Ward Gainey 

Vic State President  John Arnold OAM 

SA State president  Mal Thiele OAM JP 

WA State President Milton Kirk JP 
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MEMBERSHIP  
                                        

   Belonging 
    Advocacy 
     Success 

Membership is due on 1 January each year. 

(July 1 for Queensland members) 

M embership to our organisation empowers 
a team to achieve much within the 

veteran community, by assisting veterans with 
claims and applications on a wide spectrum of 
government provided avenues of compensation 
and benefits across 3 Acts of parliament. 

Each as an individual is ineffective when 
lobbying governments for change, or to amend 
an injustice. Together as an organisation, with a 
strong membership we are able to, and have 
done, improve pathways for better treatment of 
veterans. 

 We survive as an organisation on the strength 
of our membership, and even if you have won 
the battle with Veterans Affairs (DVA), there is 
always the risk of changes in Government 
policy which may erode benefits and pensions 
or changes to eligibility entitlements. 

We encourage membership from all who 
support our objectives, veterans, service and ex-
service members, as well as war-widows and 
their families. You donõt have to be a member 
or ex-member of the Australian Defence Forces 
(ADF). In most instances, anyone may join our 
organisation, with few exceptions, so why not 
enquire today. 

It is through our membership subscriptions, 
fund raising activities and many kind donations 
from our members, and general public, that we 
are able to continue supporting our fellow 
Veterans and Service members in need, and 
meet our increasing welfare and pension 
workload. 

Should you be able to help with a donation, or 
leave a bequest in your Will, it would be 
extremely beneficial and greatly appreciated. 

We thank you for your kind support.ʭ 
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SA STATE 

BRANCH PRESIDENT 

AWARDED 

OAM 

Mr Malcolm Thiele OAM JP 
 
Dear Mal, 
On behalf  of  the Federation and its members I would like 
to wholeheartedly congratulate you on your award of  the 
Medal of  the Order of  Australia in the General Division (OAM) within the Australian 
Honours Award, which was announced on Australia Day 26 January 2024. 
 
We note that it was awarded to you for your services to Veterans and to the 
Community. Your voluntary work over many years with the Federation, in particular the 
South Australian Branch, in giving your all in your capacity as an Advocate to assist our 
vulnerable Veterans and their families and also the many other roles, including 
President, and activities you have undertaken for and on behalf  of  the Federation, and 
still do, since you commenced volunteer work with the Federation. 
 
As you would know we rely on volunteers, like yourself, to take on the various tasks/
roles within the Federation to ensure that we are able to provide the timely and 
professional assistance to the Veteransõ communities as we were established to do and 
as part of  our Charter. 
 
Your long term commitment as an Advocate and the other roles and activities you have 
undertaken for and on behalf  of  the Federation, much of  which involved many 
additional hours of  your own time, is very much appreciated by the Federation and its 
members, and of  course those you have helped. It also reflects well on the Federation 
which is regarded as one of  the leading and respected Ex-service Organisation (ESOs) 
in Australia. 
 
You are certainly deserving of  this Award and the Federation and its members are very 
proud of  you. Please wear it with pride ð òWell done that manó 
 
Sincere regards, 
 
 
William (Bill) Roberts  OAM JP 
National President 
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FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 

OR WEBSITE ADDITIONS 

for items of publication contact 

editor@vvfagranville.org 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE ©  

Copyright of all original material in The Vietnam 

Veterans Newsletter is held by the author and should not 

be reproduced for profit without the permission of the 

author. Reproduction for non-profit newsletters, military 

archives or study purposes in proper context is allowable 

but acknowledgement of the author and source should be 

made. 
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Will DVAõs plan to harmonise the three compensation 

schemes actually leave some veterans worse off ? 

simpler access and improved benefits. 

In the last edition we expressed a fear that 

we would not see the details of the proposed new 

scheme before final government approval. 

Happily, the Minister is releasing an ôexposure 

draftõ for comment before he presents it to 

Cabinet.  

The exposure draft is published on the DVA 

website and we are all invited to send in our 

comments. 

The VVFA will be making a submission 

after studying the complex legislation. 

The Minister has given an assurance that 

those of us being compensated under current 

schemes will continue without change. 

But Vietnam veterans may become sicker 

and apply for an upgrade to their pension under 

the new scheme. Some may apply for the 

equivalent of an EDA. The question is, will those 

new applicants be worse off than they would have 

been under the old schemes.  

Sadly, DVA would not give an assurance 

that this will not happen. 

We shall seeé..ʭ 

There are three schemes under which veterans 

may claim compensation for illness, injury and 

death. 

These schemes were established at different 

times for different purposes. 

Veterans are mostly eligible to claim under 

one of these schemes though many are eligible to 

submit claims to more than one. 

Determining under which scheme or 

schemes a veteran should claim takes time; an 

unnecessary delay the Royal Commission into 

Defence and Veteran Suicide identifies as possibly 

contributing to suicide. 

The VVFA has, for years, been calling for 

the three schemes to be combined into one. The 

Productivity Commission made a similar 

recommendation over three years ago. But there 

was no substantial response from DVA until the 

recent Royal Commission intervention. 

This is DVAõs and the governmentõs chance 

to produce a equitable and fair scheme with 
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Extract 

Captain Paul Jones served in the Artillery 

Tactical Headquarters at Nui Dat in 1967: 

ôBy August-September 1967 there was 

a general concern around the HQ that 

mines were being lifted from the 

minefield. My understanding also was 

that Brigadier Graham shared the 

concern that mines were being lifted. I 

recall being asked to include likely 

approaches to the minefield in  the 

Regimentõs H&I program.õ 

A week or so before Graham relinquished 

command of 19 October, he told a journalist: 

ôCharlie may take some time to admit it , but 

he is virtually finished in Phuoc Tuy 

Province. He has lost the people and 

resources, and without these he cannot live.õ 

The 1ATF H&I program powerful 

verification that these were anxiety driven last 

words. Despite the confident tone of his 

remarks, he knew what was happening in the 

minefield.õ 

How could this disaster have happened? 

To get your copy simply ring the 

NSW Branch Granville Office on  

02 9682 1788 or order on-line at 

www.vvfagranville.org. 

https://apjjf.org/data/Brig. Stuart Graham.jpg
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DVA provides hearing aids to eligible veterans. 

It provides the same basic hearing aid that is 

free for eligible Centrelink civilians. 

Many veterans over the years have found 

these hearing aids inadequate. 

There have been many complaints, from the 

hearing aidõs appearance to general inadequacy. 

But by far the most persistent complaint is their 

inability to handle background noise. 

This complaint stems from the basic hearing 

aidõs inability to fade out background 

conversations and music at restaurants, committee 

meetings, weddings and other gatherings. 

Audiologists point out that there are higher 

level hearing aids that better handle background 

noise. These higher level hearing aids can have a 

better appearance (often smaller and less obvious) 

as well as, in some cases, having additional 

features such as better handling windy conditions. 

Veterans, especially ESO officials who 

attend committee and other official events, have 

requested higher level hearing aids but have been 

refused. It seems only those with serious ear 

disease or injury are eligible. 

What is most galling is that even a 

recommendation from a highly qualified ear-nose-

and-throat specialist is not enough to sway DVA. 

Of course we realise that hearing aids, 

especially the higher level variety, cost a lot. But 

that cost fades into insignificance compared to the 

cost to the health of so many veteransõ including 

hearing difficulties, in fighting Australiaõs wars. 

As part of compensation for hearing trauma 

caused in fighting Australiaõs wars, veterans, at 

least those with operational service, should be 

automatically eligible for hearing aids one level up 

form the basic (often larger and uglier) pensioner 

model and eligible for still higher levels on the 

recommendation of an appropriate medical 

specialist. 
 

**********  
 

And on a sadder note. 

Time marches on and our National Office 

group of loyal volunteer helpers are now between 

about 77 and 85. years old. 

Death and illness are thinning our ranks and 

whilst we are still a vibrant organisation assisting 

with a couple of thousand veterans disability 

claims a year (sometimes with the help of paid 

staff), we shall have to make some changes to our 

magazine. 

But we shall still be publishing our beloved 

Veterans Stories so keep sending them in.ʭ 

The Hearing Aid Controversy 

(and age is wearying us) 
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Central Coast Vietnam Veterans say 

Farewell to NAMBUS 

 
Eric Daniel ï Hon. Secretary 

 
The full story of itôs last journey with 
many names and pictures is on the 

VVFA web-site 
vvfa.org.au 

On itôs way 
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DVA Health Cards (Gold & White) are 
accepted as payment upon GP referral 
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In war awful things happen; one incident in 

particular I witnessed was especially violent. 

SYDNEY was moored off Vung Tau on a 

typically hot, steamy day. I was on the flight deck 

taking in a few gulps of fresh air when a vintage 

USN òFram 2ó destroyer steamed by on picket 

duties. Her turrets were rotating as she closed in 

on a fishing boat maybe 15 metres in length. I 

could see small children playing midships on the 

nondescript vessel as it motored along seemingly 

innocently going about its business. When around 

a mile distant, the destroyer pulled away from the 

track of the fishing boat and at some 200 metres 

fired a shell into the wooden boat blowing it to 

smithereens. It seemed a senseless act of 

destruction. Iõve no idea whether the occupants 

were removed from their floating home 

beforehand. It was definitely not the way to win 

the hearts and minds of people. Violence begets 

violence and so the cycle continues. I often recall 

that cruel incident. An orange and black fireball, 

then flotsam on the murky waters. 

Now for matters of a lighter nature 

involving money. Very significant amounts of 

Australian and select foreign currencies were 

carried to pay sailors and soldiers their salaries and 

allowances and reimburse for expenses incurred. 

Cash was also required to pay traders while a huge, 

arcane òchequebookó measuring some 600mm by 

300mm was carried to pay the really big bills 

overseas. This heavily scrolled òBills of Exchangeó 

written in a flowery language were a leftover from 

the Victorian era and designed to impress the 

unfortunate and confused recipient òthe Bearer, 

on behalf of Her Britannic Majesty and the 

Government of Australia, promises to pay 

éééó 

I tried to use one once to pay a trader for 

fresh provisions delivered ship-side. The Trader 

took one look at this monstrous cheque, had 

absolutely no idea what to do with it, then 

suggested he reduce the debt to a level within my 

authority to pay. This saving involved thousands 

of dollars at what was roughly a 50% discount. We 

all dined well on fresh tropical fruits and 

vegetables for the next 21 days! However, revenge 

for him was sweet in that his produce hadnõt been 

treated for cockroach infestation. Upon the shipõs 

return to Sydney, we had to have the entire ship 

fumigated to kill the pests. 

Vietnam Veteransô Stories 

From letters diaries and memories 

HMAS SYDNEY:  

the bloody òAmerican Waró 1966-67 

Here we have Part 8 of the story of HMAS Sydney 

told by one of the crew, John Ingram 

(Part 8 tells of  the blowing up of  a Vietnamese fishing boat, the 

strange but true financial dealings of the ôVung Tau Ferryõ, the 

arrival of a ôWar Heroõ, politics, the fight for recognition and that 

secret operation.) 
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Following an armed robbery involving a 

cash delivery to warships at Cockatoo Island, we 

in the SYDNEY were directed to ensure our 

money safes were securely mounted. We had two, 

one being of bank vault size and possibly weighing 

two tonnes abutting the Captainõs Day cabin. It 

contained bulk bank notes and was only accessed 

weekly whereas the òready useó safe was opened 

many times daily and commonly contained up to 

$250,000. It was located in the Accounts Office. I 

arranged for a Shipwright to check the installation 

and within a matter of minutes he, with a single 

spanner, had removed the entire safe from the 

steel bulkhead. This safe had been positioned 

there 20 years previous with the nuts to the four 

bolts protruding into an insecure space. 

The safe, along with its significant 

monetary contents, couldõve been 

removed from the ship by two men 

with evil intent. It was an amazing 

design oversight. 

On one return passage from 

South Vietnam to Sydney, I had in my 

official possession used Australian 

bank notes and coins worth in excess 

of one million pounds. This very 

significant sum was being repatriated 

from Singapore and Malaysia where it had 

accumulated in branches of the Commonwealth 

Bank. For security reasons only three persons on 

board knew of this repatriation of currency 

concurrent with the changeover to decimal 

currency in February 1966. At the time that was a 

lot of dosh and I was relieved to hand over to 

Bank officials on arrival in Sydney. 

Also embarked was 5 RAR plus all of their 

equipment after completing a one-year tour of 

duty. These 600 men had to be paid their accrued 

pay in cash before arrival in Sydney. This required 

$1,000,000 to be embarked via a clandestine 

operation. When the SYDNEY was off Moreton 

Bay a Wessex òchopperó was despatched pre-

dawn to Eagle Farm Airport in Brisbane. Not 

even the three-man crew knew the nature of the 

operation such was the secrecy involved. In a 

James Bond-like adventure the aircrew were told 

theyõd be met by a civilian with his personal trunk 

and to return to the SYDNEY pronto. I greeted 

the Treasury official on the windy flight deck and 

the Wessex was òstruck downó below by lift into 

òCó hangar.  

In the meantime, Iõd taken the somewhat 

over-awed Treasury civilian to the wardroom for 

breakfast. On completion he enquired where was 

his trunk? In the early morning excitement, weõd 

forgotten about his òpersonal trunkó. No, it was 

not in the chopper, nor could we find it in the 

packed hangar spaces. Nor could we make an 

announcement over the shipõs broadcast. Imagine 

his relief when we sited the trunk abandoned on 

the flight deck aft with its contents 

safely intact! It was then placed under 

armed guard in the Accounts Office 

until distributed by Army personnel 

to their grateful recipients the 

following day. 

Earlier I made mention of the Cargo 

Plan. No SYDNEY officers had 

experience with the preparation of 

such a plan. The RAN had access to 

a number of qualified merchant 

marine officers and these proved 

invaluable. The ones we had in my time 1965-67 

were members of the Reserve Executive branch, 

held Bridge Watchkeeping Certificates and 

therefore qualified to exercise command both in 

harbour and at sea.  

One such officer, British born, was the 

òCargo Officeró and proved to be an interesting 

character. A raconteur and òactoró he could tell 

tales rivalling those of Lawrence of Arabia. On our 

second deployment he managed to fly by 

QANTAS to Saigon joining the ship off Vung 

Tau. Officers were mustered in the Wardroom 

Mess to be briefed by him on the dis-embarkation 

plan for which he was responsible. In swaggered 

our Cargo Officer dressed in US combat fatigues 

with a revolver and ammunition belt slung around 

his middling girth. Not a straight face as we 

viewed this comical òWalter Mitty-likeó war hero.  

The strange 

arrival of a 

ôWar Heroô 

acting as our 

new Cargo 

Officer  
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Craning & barging operation were 

performed day & night in all weather 

& tidal conditions in the fast-flowing 

waters despite threats of land-based 

mortar & swimmer/saboteur attacks 

by VC & NVA forces operating 

nearby. 

To add insult to injury his plan didnõt 

go well as the US military and their 

civil contractors were late in arrival 

with their òchoppersó, lighters and 

barges. One massive contract lighter 

was eventually positioned alongside by 

two tugs complete with a large front-

end loader at one corner. Before it 

could be secured in the middle of the 

platform the lighter tipped causing the 

loader to settle on the very muddy 

harbour bed (from which it was 

eventually recovered). 

Never camera shy and keen to publicise òhisó war, our intrepid Cargo Officer sought aviation wrecks on the basis 

such items would prove valuable training aids at the Naval Air Station, HMAS ALBATROSS. The US Military had 

no shortage of wrecks and were willing to oblige. We embarked the bullet riddled carcass of a Huey-1B, which 

eventually found its way to the AWM in Canberra. But only after our òwar heroó was photographed by the national 

media sitting at the shattered controls after our return to Sydney. 

Operational Logistics Vung Tau.  A barge alongside the SYDNEY.  VERNON STURDEE and escort òlyingó off. 
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Many ships in the RAN in the 1960s had RN 

(Royal Navy) officers in their complements either 

on loan or exchange. We wore identical uniforms, 

served the same monarch and followed the same 

rules, disciplines and customs. In the SYDNEY 

we had RN personnel including our Gunnery 

Officer and the Captainõs Secretary. But then the 

legal fraternity in Canberra started asking 

questions, induced by the fact Britain was a 

signatory to the five-nation council established by 

the UN to negotiate a peaceful resolution to the 

Vietnam War. Clearly it was not a ògood lookó 

having Britons engaged in hostilities in Vietnam. 

That meant RN officers were no longer posted to 

RAN ships deployed to Vietnam.  

It was also deemed necessary to change 

the RAN ensign. In October 1967 the British 

White Ensign, so proudly flown by RAN ships 

since 1911, was replaced by the Australian White 

Ensign which incorporates the Southern Cross. A 

minor but visually significant matter. 

Much has been said since the end of 

Australiaõs involvement in the Vietnam War in 

relation to ôpublic perceptionõ and how veterans 

were treated upon our return home. Thereõs no 

simple, òone size fits alló answer of course. As a 

nation we were òwar wearyó and tired of the 

media coverage of the incessant battles, casualties 

and destruction. The fact weõd been on the losing 

side meant politicians were only too eager to wash 

their hands of the whole, sad saga. National 

Service was òon the noseó and quickly abandoned 

so the Army could return to an òall-volunteeró 

service.  

One of the few organisations which 

Unloading by helo & LSTs VERNON STURDEE & HARRY CHAUVAL   Light observation helo at Station 1 while troops on 

forard lift await collection by CH-47 Chinook for flight to Nui Dat 

Politicsõ effects the crew and the fight for recognition 

British naval officers of the 1960s 
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actually formally acknowledged our involvement 

in Vietnam was the City of Sydney which 

arranged for a march by returning Defence Force 

personnel through city streets, including the salute 

to dignitaries assembled on the steps of the Town 

Hall. I had the privilege of leading the SYDNEY 

contingent: a distinct honour.  

Within the ADF senior management 

structure there was conflict and inconsistency. I 

cite some examples of mal-administration which 

caused all kinds of issues.  

In the case of òhonours and awardsó naval 

personnel whoõd served in the SYDNEY and her 

escorts were denied the Active Service Medal 

(Vietnam clasp), as well as any medal/s 

specifically related to service ashore in Vietnam or 

in designated waters (known commonly as the 

òGun Lineó). Even the City of Sydney 

acknowledged this gross anomaly and had minted 

a ribbon and medal which, of course, was not 

officially sanctioned by the Defence Department. 

Years later and after much public agitation the 

ADF, DVA and the government agreed to the 

award of the Vietnam Logistic Support Medal 

which was little more than a compromise, a 

grudging public recognition of our service. 

Decades later and after further political arm-

bending, we were awarded the Active Service 

Medal (Vietnam clasp) to complement the 

Vietnam Logistics and Support Medal. By then so 

many rightful recipients were either dead or so 

angry at the Government and ADF they refused 

to wear them.  

Another anomaly which applied right up 

until the First Iraq war, I believe, involved òpay 

and conditions of serviceó. In both the Malaysian 

Confrontation and Vietnam War RAN personnel 

werenõt eligible for any tax relief for prolonged 

periods overseas on òoperationaló service, when 

deployed to the Strategic Reserve or ANZUK 

forces for peace-keeping duties. In fact, when in 

harbour such as Hong Kong, Penang or Subic Bay 

during operational, official or recreational visits 

sailors were paid 50 cents per day allowance extra 

as òIn Port Allowanceó. This meant sailors were 

paid marginally more to be in a safe harbour than 

in a combat zone! Try explaining that logic to 

entitled sailors, yet that was an example of the 

remuneration nonsense that applied at the time. 55 

years after the formation of the RAN in 1911 the 

Navy was still operating under a òpay bibleó titled 

òInterimó Pay Instructions or IPIs for short. 

 

What lay behind this Government inaction 

and delay was the potential cost to the òpublic 

purseó. By denying naval personnel their rightful 

Vietnam Logistic Support Medal 
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recognition would preclude medical coverage for 

illnesses attributed to or aggravated by 

òoperationaló or òwarlikeó service. The big 

unknown was the future impact of serious and/or 

potential terminal illnesses caused by òAgent 

Orangeó and asbestos, the dreaded mesothelioma. 

Hence DVA fought for decades, not for the naval 

veteran, but to deny or delay treatment and 

disability support, whenever and wherever 

possible.  

In my case as a serving officer, I held a 

mistaken belief DVA was there to support the 

veteran with any health issues service caused or 

aggravated. I was soon to learn, along with all 

other entitled veterans, we had two opponents, 

one in Vietnam and the other, DVA..  

A secret operation 

Following SYDNEYõs mooring off Vung Tau on 
Captain Synnotõs first deployment he was briefed 

by the OIC of a small US Marine Corps Armed 

Junk squadron of locally requisitioned fishing 

boats tasked to provide harbour protection. I was 

called to the Bridge and out of earshot of other 

personnel introduced by the Captain to the Marine 

lieutenant. Captain Synnot advised Iõd be the 

òliaisonó officer to work with this USMC unit to 

enhance the safety of SYDNEY and escorts 

whenever in harbour. I had no idea what this role 

entailed or when my already extensive 

departmental and watchkeeping duties would 

permit. I could sense with so much happening 

elsewhere in and around the ship the captain just 

wanted me to show initiative and not delay him 

any longer. His concluding words were that 

discretion and secrecy were expected and this 

òconversationó had not occurred. In other words, 

I was on my own. Just get on with it! 

That òinitiativeó required developing a 

working òrelationshipó with this unit, their then 

primitive riverine patrol craft and personnel. 

Whenever an opportunity arose, Iõd take ashore 

with me fresh loaves of bread and bread rolls 

stuffed into a carry-all bag along with 6-12 bottles 

of VB beer (at my expense I hasten to add). These 

items were universally popular with both the 

USMC officers who commanded these small craft 

and their North Vietnamese crew members. Each 

time in harbour Iõd re-acquaint with these 

personnel and do at least one day or night patrol 

(4-6 hours) in the open bay and into streams and 

rivulets. My RAN tropical uniforms of white 

shorts and shirt were totally inappropriate, so Iõd 

need to change into US combat fatigues with black 

beret. Had I been captured explaining this clobber 

may well have been difficult but for me white 

uniform was a target all too tempting for sniper 

fire. 

 Fellow USMC & SVN officers following a night 

patrol 

North Viet sailor removing Fosterôs bottle cap with 

teeth 
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Each vessel was of timber and the engine 

a Chrysler diesel fitted midships around which was 

a deck-house in which the crew would sleep and 

eat. They wore the traditional òblack pyjamasó. To 

demonstrate loyalty to the South regime each had 

tattooed over their hearts òHate Communistsó. 

This meant if caught by either the NVA or VC 

their heart would be gauged out while alive. These 

men, six to each boat, would man the 50-mm 

single canon in the bows and the 20 mm in the 

stern. There was no shielding or protection, just 

the wooden hull. Later in the war, purpose-built 

patrol craft were supplied but not in my time. 

Each vessel was skippered by a junior USMC 

officer and communication was maintained by a 

basic portable radio, rarely used as 

communications were known to be intercepted by 

the enemy. In the photo below a sailor is seen 

removing one of these portable radios lest it be 

stolen from the boat and used by the VC/NVA. 

At night, irrespective of whether in 

harbour or on patrol, òoff dutyó Viet sailors 

would sleep in a lump in the deckhouse, lying 

across one another. This alarmed me initially as it 

appeared to my Western mind to have sexual 

connotations. Then it dawned, it was simply their 

way of keeping warm. Well, partly true: the real 

reason I soon learned was if one was disturbed for 

some reason, all immediately attended to their 

duties.  

Beer was the international currency: 

Vietnamese love their beer. But one had to 

exercise caution and impose a limit of one 375ml 

bottle to two men on completion of a patrol. 

Warm beer, tired bodies and the need to maintain 

alertness were not compatible. I retain visions of 

these young men removing the metal cap with 

their teeth. The warm beer would have them 

chattering and laughing and releasing pent-up 

tensions.             

One dawn we investigated a water front 

village near Vung Tau following reports of gunfire 

and explosions overnight. We cautiously 

approached in the still air and eerie silence; wisps 

of smoke filtering through the vegetation. No 

dogs barking, no roosters crowing or kids playing 

at the waterõs edge. The crew, with both cannons 

manned, were visibly agitated, sensing an ambush. 

As we neared the shoreline the ash of several 

burnt-out dwellings came into view; a dead animal 

in the muddy embankment: no sign whatsoever of 

any inhabitants. Had they fled, what had 

transpired? Should we go ashore and investigate?  

Curiosity needs to be measured. The 

sailors were keen to assist these village people; 

fellow Catholics whoõd fled the Communist 

North. I felt a great deal of relief when the skipper 

decided it was too dangerous to land: wire booby 

traps wouldõve been laid he surmised and, in any 

case, there was no sign of human life. Later we 

learned not a single villager or animal had survived 

the brutal attack, attributed to local VC 

supporters. All had been shot or hacked to death 

and efforts made to incinerate evidence.   

It appeared to me to be a localised dispute 

that had got out of hand as neighbouring villagers 

resented the resettlement of Catholic northerners 

on their traditional land. Nevertheless, it was a 

chilling reminder Australia had also invaded their 

country as part of the Allied Anti-Communist 

cause. ʭ 

USMC armed ñfishingò boat returning from night patrol      With SVN Navy & USMC officers enjoying a well-earned liquid break-

fast after a shower and changing into fresh clean day wear. Conditions onboard were very basic in 1966-67. 
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